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An empty-chair greeting
Three weeks ago, Clint Eastwood shared the 

spotlight with a single chair. On Wednesday night, he 
shared it with more than a dozen.

The 82-year-old Oscar winner walked the press 
gauntlet at the Los Angeles premiere of his latest film 
with 16 empty chairs right behind him. When it was 
pointed out to him, the Oscar winner chuckled as he 
quickly got the reference.

“Oh my God, yes,” he said, with a laugh.
On Aug. 30, Eastwood stood on stage at the 

Republican National Convention berating an empty chair, representing 
President Barack Obama.

The chairs were simply set dressing: bleacher seats lined up along 
the green carpet at the premiere for Trouble With the Curve, a family 
drama about a fading baseball-scout father played by Eastwood and 
his estranged daughter, played by Amy Adams. They provide the film’s 
real action, while the game is simply a backdrop.

Representatives from the film’s distributor, Warner Bros., politely 
requested press not ask about Eastwood’s RNC appearance, noting it 
had gotten enough attention and may be overshadowing the film itself. 

Fiona Apple busted in West Texas
Singer-songwriter Fiona Apple was arrested for 

hashish possession at a West Texas town after a 
Border Patrol drug-sniffing dog detected marijuana in 
her tour bus. Hudspeth County sheriff’s office spokes-
man Rusty Fleming says Apple spent Wednesday 
night in the county jail and was released Thursday on 
a $10,000 bond.

Fleming says Apple “had a little tiny amount of 
pot and hash.” Fleming says marijuana possession 
in small amounts is a misdemeanor, while hashish in 
any quantity is a felony in Texas.
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 Actor Larry Hagman is 81. Poet-songwriter 
Leonard Cohen is 78.  Author Stephen King is 65.  Actor-comedian Bill 
Murray is 62.  Actress Cheryl Hines is 47. Singer Faith Hill is 45.  Actor 
Luke Wilson is 41.  TV personality Nicole Richie is 31.  

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:

Sept. 19: 
Powerball: 1-5-8-39-50 23
Jackpot: $149 million; no winner

Sept. 18: 
Mega Millions: 

5-9-22-36-49 36
Jackpot: $15 million; one winner

Sept. 20: Decades of Dollars:
3-20-25-27-32-38

Sept. 20: Day: Pick 3: 6-5-1
Pick 4: 8-4-3-9

Night: Pick 3: 6-8-1
Pick 4: 3-4-8-8

Cash Ball: 5-13-28-32 18
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 LOS ANGELES — An ex-
perimental drug can improve 
sociability in patients with 
fragile X syndrome and may 
be helpful as a treatment for 
autism, according to the au-
thors of a new study. 

Fragile X is a rare genetic 
disorder that affects about 1 
in 4,000 boys and 1 in 8,000 
girls, according to the National 
Institutes of Health. It usually 
results in mental retardation 
and — in about half of cases 
— some form of autism. 

In fragile X, which ac-
counts for 2 percent of autism 
cases, a mutation in a gene 
on the X chromosome turns 
off production of a regulatory 
protein known as FMRP. That 
leads to out-of-control acti-
vation of the brain chemical 
glutamate, which plays a key 
role in learning and memory, 
potentially explaining social 
anxiety and other symptoms 
of the disorder. 

A group of research-
ers tested a drug known as 
STX209 in mice that were ge-
netically engineered to have 
an animal version of fragile X. 
The researchers found that it 
helped correct the biochemi-
cal abnormalities associated 

with the mutation and re-
duced seizures and repetitive 
behaviors in the mice, they 
reported Wednesday in the 
journal Science Translational 
Medicine. 

In a related study pub-
lished in the same journal, 46 
children and 17 adults with 
fragile X were assigned to 
take the drug for four weeks 
and a placebo for four weeks. 
Patients made bigger improve-
ments on a “social avoidance” 
scale while they were taking 
the drug compared with when 
they were taking the placebo. 

“This study nails a core 
feature in autism,” said Dr. 
Randi Hagerman, an expert in 
neurodevelopmental disorders 
at the University of California, 
Davis, MIND Institute and co-
author of the human study. “We 
think this is a great drug.” 

But scientists who were not 
involved in the study said the 
improvements were modest at 
best and that their applicability 
to autism — a highly variable 
disorder that may have many 
distinct causes — was unclear. 

“The data have to be 
viewed with extreme cau-
tion,” said Dr. Christopher 
McDougle, a psychiatrist and 
autism expert at Harvard Uni-
versity. “They’re interesting. 

That’s about all you can say.” 
 An explosion in autism 

diagnosis over the last two 
decades makes the disorder 
an obvious target for drug 

developers. But with little un-
derstanding of its biological 
underpinnings, researchers 
have not known which chemi-
cal pathways to focus on.  

PATIENTS WITH ‘FRAGILE X’ SHOW IMPROVEMENT

Experimental drug might 
help some autism cases

By Alan Zarembo
Los Angeles Times
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