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thrust and counterthrust
BY steve Becker
East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ 8 5
♥ 8 7 3
♦ K 10 6
♣ A Q J 9 2

WEST	 EAST
♠ Q J 7 3 ♠ A K 10 9 4
♥ 9 6 2 ♥ A 4
♦ 7 3 2 ♦ Q J 9 8 5
♣ 7 6 4 ♣ 3

SOUTH
♠ 6 2
♥ K Q J 10 5
♦ A 4
♣ K 10 8 5

The bidding:
East	 South	 West	 North
1 ♠ 2 ♥ Pass 3 ♥
Pass 4 ♥ 
Opening lead -- queen of 
spades.

When disaster seems 
imminent, it is natural to do 
everything possible to avoid 
it. South did exactly that 
in this deal, and had it not 

been for excellent play by 
East, he would have wound 
up making his contract.  

West led the queen of 
spades, and East judged that 
there was very little hope 
of stopping four hearts if 
he adopted a passive line 
of defense. He therefore 
overtook the spade queen 
with the king and returned 
his singleton club. 

East's plan was to take 
the ace of hearts as soon 
as declarer led a trump, 
lead a low spade to West's 
(presumed) jack of spades, 
then ruff West's club return 
and so defeat the contract. 
But East's intentions were 
not lost on declarer, who 
realized what would happen 
if he made no attempt to 
spike this plan. 

South therefore took 
the club return in dummy, 
cashed the A-K of diamonds 
and led dummy's ten of 
diamonds. When East 
played the jack, South 

discarded a spade in order 
to prevent East from putting 
his partner on lead for the 
club ruff. 

Declarer should have 
been rewarded for finding 
this fine countermeasure to 
East's defense. But East, his 
original plan having been 
thwarted, now shifted his 
attack by leading a fourth 
round of diamonds. This 
forced South to ruff with 
the ten in order to prevent 
West from scoring the nine 
of trumps. 

When South then played 
the king of hearts to force 
out the ace, East won and 
led his last diamond. South 
had the Q-J-5 of trumps at 
this point and West had the 
9-6. Whether South ruffed 
high or low, West could not 
be stopped from scoring 
the setting trick with his 
suddenly powerful nine, 
and the contract went down 
one.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JAcQUeLINe BIGAr
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Taurus and a Moon 
in Gemini if born before 
10:42 p.m. (PST). Afterward, 
the Moon will be in Cancer.
HAPPY	BIRTHDAY	for	
Wednesday,	April	25,	2012:

You often are more 
serious than you need to 
be. On the other hand, you 
make good choices. Tap 
into your innate intuitive 
ability to help guide you. Be 
aware of someone whose 
information or perspective 
could be off. If you are single, 
your charisma flashes a 
"come hither" message. 
Proceed carefully, as you 
have so many choices. If 
you are attached, the two of 
you need to plan frequent 
vacations close to home, 
but without all the people 
you interact with on a daily 
basis. CANCER understands 
you better than you realize.

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 

19) ★★★★ Ask questions, 
even if you already believe 
you know the answers -- 
you could be surprised by 
what comes up. Reorganize 
your plans or a project with 
more accurate information. 
Revitalize yourself by taking 
a brisk walk. Tonight: Chat 
the night away.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) ★★★ Be aware of what 
you have to offer, and do 
not minimize those gifts. 
Someone you respect 
presents a new idea. Fatigue 
with the status quo could be 
wearing you down. Think of 
ways to reinvigorate areas of 
your life that might be a bit 
dull. Tonight: Buy that item 
you have been looking for.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ You are all smiles. 
The unexpected occurs with 
a child or loved one. This 
unpredictable energy also 
could come out in a creative 
endeavor. Discuss a change 
more openly and recognize 
your goals. Tonight: Live it 
up.

CANCER (June 21-July 
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22) ★★★ Sometimes by 
backing out you'll gain a new 
perspective. Try not to play 
into someone's controlling 
ways. You will feel better and 
start to establish stronger 
boundaries. Relax. Tonight: 
Do your thing.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Zero in on what you 
want with little fear as to 
what the reaction could be, 
and unexpected benefits 
might result. You might 
consider pushing away from 
someone who always insists 
on having things go his or 
her way. The distance could 
be refreshing. Tonight: Join 
your pals.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) ★★★★ You resent being 
manipulated. You'll try to 
communicate this attitude 
to controlling people but 
might not always succeed. 
Toning down strong feelings 
might be imperative to 
restoring peace in your 
daily life. Focus on a child or 
imaginative project. Tonight: 
A must appearance.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Keep reaching out 
for someone you cannot 
seem to get a hold of. 
This person might not be 
directing this estrangement 
toward you; he or she simply 
needs space. Detach from 
a daily situation to claim 
your power and no longer 
be reactive. Tonight: Make 
sure you are surrounded by 
music you love.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★ Deal directly 
with key people who could 
have a great deal of impact 
on your life. Sometimes 
passing on a message might 
not be enough. Discussions 
could become animated and 
difficult, but you have the 
ability to resolve conflicts 
easily. Tonight: If you don't 
like the message, don't 
respond. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21) ★★★★ Others 
continue to take the first 
step. Start using the word 
"no" when you do not want 
to go along with an idea. 
Your sense of humor has 
an edge to it. Be careful, 
as someone could be quite 
reactive. Tonight: Look 
at your invitations, then 
decide.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★★ Rethink 
a decision. You might be 
insecure and looking to 
become more demanding 
or controlling. Your way of 
dealing with issues might be 
pushing others away right 
now. Consider what would 
be the best way to change 
the mood. Tonight: Get 
some exercise, a good meal 
and sleep.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18) ★★★★ Be willing 
to explore different paths 
to achieve your goals. 
Manipulation will not 
work, as you'll only gain 
someone's resentment. Do 
not make assumptions. 
There are many reasons 
why someone would appear 
unresponsive. Instead of 
getting an attitude, consider 
all the possible reasons for 
this behavior. Tonight: Take 
a midweek break.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★ You are coming 
from a good place; however, 
others simply aren't in the 
mood to listen. Don't keep 
pushing. Go off and enjoy 
yourself instead. Someone 
still might be uptight when 
you return. Let it go, and do 
not make a big issue of it. 
Tonight: Relax at home, then 
decide. 

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.


