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by CRISTINA SILVA
AssociAted Press

LAS VEGAS (AP) – Peter 
Jackson’s “The Hobbit” is 
preparing to leave the shire.

The director of the Oscar-
winning “Lord of the Rings” 
trilogy previewed 10 minutes 
of assorted footage Tuesday 
from his upcoming prequel.

“The Hobbit: An Unex-
pected Journey,” was filmed 
in New Zealand using more 
frames per second than the 
Hollywood standard. Jack-
son said in a video introduc-
tion that using 48 frames per 
second produces a smoother 
image.

The movie could usher in 
a new era of filmmaking and 
require film houses across 
the globe to embrace digital 
technology.

Jackson said the human 
eye no longer sees individu-
al pictures under the faster 
speed, but a steady stream of 
clear images.

“The movement feels 
more real,” Jackson said 
while introducing his film at 
the CinemaCon convention 
for theater owners on the Las 
Vegas Strip. “It’s much more 
gentle on the eyes.”

Indeed, the footage was 
vivid, with grass blades, fa-
cial lines and soaring moun-
tains appearing luminous 
and pronounced. The actors 
looked almost touchable, as 
if they were performing live 
on stage.

It’s unclear what the final 
product will look like when 
it’s released in December. 
Jackson said he was still edit-
ing the movie and the shared 
footage included green 
screens that will eventually 
be used to add in scenery, ac-
tion or special effects.

Other digital pioneers are 
making the same push for 
higher film speeds. “Avatar” 
creator James Cameron has 
promised to shoot the sequel 
to his science-fiction block-
buster at 48 or 60 frames a 

second.
Jackson warned the new 

approach would take time 
to adjust to. Some bloggers 
agreed, quickly branding the 
footage released Tuesday as a 
failure in digital technology. 
The critics claimed the un-
finished scenes looked like a 
low-budget TV show.

British actor Martin Free-
man stars as Bilbo Baggins, 
the hobbit who acquires the 
evil ring that sets the action 
of “The Lord of the Rings” in 
motion.

The footage showed Bag-
gins lost in Gollum’s cave. 
Andy Serkis’ portrayal of the 
strange creature known for 
his “precious” obsession and 
speaking in the third person 
is just as disturbing as it was 
in the trilogy, with Baggins 
forced to appeal to Gollum’s 
love of games to survive.

Ian McKellen, reprising 
the role of the wizard Gan-
dalf, persuades Baggins to 
leave the shire and join him 
on his journey. The footage 
of the hobbit’s hometown is 
stunning, with each color 
having almost a neon glow.

There were other brief 
snippets of story. Orlando 
Bloom, as the elf Legolas, 
was shown with his char-
acter’s flowing, blonde hair. 
McKellen toured an ancient 
tomb that he surmised once 
housed someone evil. Trolls 
engaged in battle.

“The Hobbit: An Unex-
pected Journey” is the first 
chapter in Jackson’s two-part 
adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
fantasy classic.

The two films were shot 
simultaneously in 3-D, with 
the second one, “The Hob-
bit: There and Back Again,” 
due in theaters in December 
2013.

The final installment of 
the “Lord of the Rings” tril-
ogy swept the Academy 
Awards with 11 trophies, in-
cluding best picture and di-
rector, in 2003.

First Look: Peter 
Jackson unveils 
‘Hobbit’ scenes

by MICHAEL TARM
AssociAted Press

CHICAGO (AP) – Jennifer 
Hudson shut her eyes tight 

Tuesday, 
h o l d i n g 
st i l l on 
a spec-
t a t o r s ’ 
b e n c h , 
as a po-
lice offi-
cer at the 
tr ia l of 
the man 
accused 
of killing 

three members of the Oscar 
winner’s family described 
coming across bloodied 
bodies at the Chicago home 
where Hudson grew up.

Before prosec utor s 
projected dozens of pho-
tographs of her mother 
sprawled on a living room 
floor in a blood-soaked, 
white nightgown and her 
brother shot through the 
head on his bed, the 30-
year-old singer and actress 
left the room to avoid hav-
ing to watch the disturbing 
images.

On the second day of tes-
timony – a day after Hud-
son herself offered tearful 
testimony from the witness 
stand – prosecutors shifted 
the spotlight to the crime-
scene evidence in the case 
against her former brother-
in-law, William Balfour.

Balfour was estranged 
from his wife, Hudson’s sis-
ter, at the time of the kill-
ings. He has pleaded not 
guilty to murdering Hud-
son’s mother, brother and 
7-year-old nephew. He sat 
with his eyes fixed on the 
murder-scene photographs 
on a screen, but he didn’t 
wince or show other signs of 
emotion.

Several of the photo-
graphs showed Hudson’s 
57-year-old mother, Darnell 
Donerson, face down on 
the floor, a large blood stain 
where she was shot through 
the back. Donald Fanelli, the 
forensics expert who was 
on the scene that day, testi-
fied that Hudson’s mother 
may have used a broom by 
her hand in one picture in 
a desperate attempt to fend 

off the attacker. He raised 
the broom in court to show 
to jurors.

Other photos showed 
Hudson’s 29-year-old broth-
er, Jason Hudson, with a 
gunshot wound near his ear, 
his head still on his pillow as 
he lay in bed.

At least one person could 
be heard sobbing at the back 
of the courtroom, though it 
wasn’t clear if it was coming 
from a friend or relative of 
Hudson’s. 

To spare relatives the 
trauma, prosecutors often 
let them know when they 
will be showing unsettling 
evidence.

Hudson’s sister, Julia 
Hudson, also left the court-
room before the photo-
graphs were displayed on 
a large screen, though the 
star’s fiance, pro-wrestler 
David Otunga, stayed.

Earlier in the day, Hud-
son hung her head and 
closed her eyes as Chica-
go police Sgt. David Dowl-
ing described finding her 
mother’s body in the living 
room. Dowling described 

finding Jason Hudson dead 
in his bed, with the sheets 
pulled up as if he had been 
sleeping.

Jennifer Hudson, wear-
ing a black top, green skirt 
and knee-high leather 
boats, sat in a fourth row 
bench well within view of 
jurors for much of the day 
Tuesday. Most of the time 
she seemed composed and 
engaged, leaning forward 
to get a better look at a wit-
ness.

Another officer testified 
about the frantic search 
for Hudson’s nephew, Ju-
lian King, who was found 
in an SUV three days later. 
Prosecutors also played a 
surveillance video show-
ing Balfour getting out of a 
car at a gas station near the 
Hudson house on Chicago’s 
South Side before the kill-
ings. Prosecutors are trying 
to show he was in the area at 
the time – something Bal-
four has denied.

“He (Balfour) never said 
nothing about a gun. He just 
said he was dirty,” Tyrone 
Dunbar said.

Hudson leaves court before photos shown

Jennifer Hudson
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