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Ryleigh Darnell, left, Keelacia Yett  and Racheal Coleman 

carry an Earth Day banner.

T
he mem-

bers of Todd 

Wooldridge’s 

homerooom 

at Hearn Elementary 

stand with an Earth Day 

float and banner they de-

signed. 

The school had an 

Earth Day parade this 

year, for which each 

homeroom designed  

a float.

The theme for 

Wooldridge’s class was 

“We’ve Always Been 

Green.”  Each student 

had the opportunity to 

paint a T-shirt that was 

worn by all students in the 

homeroom the day of the 

parade.  Students partici-

pated in different Earth 

Day lessons throughout 

that day and week. 

photos submItted

Hearn goes 
green for 
Earth Day 
celebration

by bRUCE SCHREINER
AssociAted Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) – A 
Kentucky mother who claims 
her 9-year-old daughter has 
been bullied for two school 
years is seeking a restraining 
order against a fourth-grade 
boy accused of tormenting 
her daughter, kicking her in 
the chest and chasing her 
with scissors.

Joy Furman, the girl’s 
mother, wants the boy to stay 
at least 500 feet away from 
her daughter.

The children are class-
mates at Stephen Foster Tra-
ditional Academy in Louis-
ville.

The bullying began last 
year when the children were 
third graders and has contin-
ued as they shared the same 
classroom as fourth graders, 
Ted Gordon, the woman’s at-
torney, said in a phone inter-
view Tuesday.

“It’s late in the school year, 
but she’s entitled to a pleas-
ant May,” Gordon said of the 
girl. “She’s gone through hell 
the last eight months.”

The boy weighs about 
twice as much as the girl, he 
said.

A hearing on the restrain-
ing order is scheduled for 
May 2 in Jefferson County 
Circuit Court.

At least one advocacy 
group intent on stamping out 
school bullying said it hadn’t 
come across a case that re-
sulted in a request for a re-
straining order to separate 
children.

The request for a re-
straining order arises from 
a lawsuit that Furman filed 
against the boy’s parents or 
guardians, two third-grade 
teachers and the principal at 
the school. The suit claims 
that the boy pushed and 
shoved the girl and cornered 
her in the classroom while 
they were third graders. Both 
children are identified only 
by initials in the suit.

Furman met with the 
school counselor and her 
daughter was switched to an-
other third-grade class. There 
also was an understanding 
that the two children would 
not have any further contact, 
the suit said.

But in late May last year, 
the two children ended up on 
the playground at the same 
time, the suit said. 

The boy confronted the 
girl and kicked her in the 
chest, it said. The girl was 
knocked to the ground and 
suffered an injured sternum, 
it said.

The two children were 
placed in the same fourth-
grade class, and the bully-
ing has continued, including 
pushing and shoving in the 
lunch line, Gordon said. He 
said the threats have become 
“increasingly hostile,” and at 
one point the boy chased the 
girl with scissors in the class-
room, he said. The teacher 
moved the girl to the front 
of the class and the boy to 
the back of the room to try to 
protect the girl, according to 
a court filing.

Jefferson County public 
schools spokeswoman Lau-
ren Roberts said the play-
ground incident from last 
May was “appropriately dealt 
with,” but said the complaint 
contained “vague allega-
tions” of bullying that the 
district could not substanti-
ate.

Furman asked school of-
ficials month ago to separate 
the two students, Gordon 
said.

Roberts declined to com-
ment about the mother’s ef-
forts to move her daughter to 
another class or school.

Mom seeks 
restraining 
order 
against 
student

by bRETT bARROUQUERE
AssociAted Press

After a sex scandal at a 
privately run prison in ru-
ral Kentucky, the state cut 
off the institution’s funding 
and now it’s shutting down 
– and that worries town of-
ficials in an impoverished 
Appalachian community 
where incarceration meant 
jobs and economic surviv-
al.

With Otter Creek Correc-
tional Center set to close in 
the coming months, Mike 
Goeing, who runs Family 
Drugs of Wheelwright, sees 
pain ahead for his store and 
the other few remaining 
businesses in the town of 
about 1,200.

“It’s definitely going to 
hurt,” he said.

The prison, run by Nash-
ville, Tenn.-based Correc-
tions Corporation of Amer-
ica, is set to close by this 
summer as Kentucky pulls 
its inmates out of the facil-
ity that was at the center of a 
sex scandal. It broke in 2009 
when inmates accused pris-
on staff of forcing them to 
trade sexual favors for privi-
leges.

The prison became a ca-
sualty of budget cuts and a 
renewed effort by the state 
to push more non-violent 
drug offenders into rehabil-
itation instead of incarcera-
tion.

Kentucky paid CCA $21 
million in fiscal 2010 to op-
erate Otter Creek, along 

with the Marion Adjustment 
Center, which has rough-
ly 800 Kentucky inmates 
and Lee Adjustment Cen-
ter, which no longer houses 
Kentucky inmates.

Kentucky opted not to re-
new its contract with CCA as 
part of an ambitious plan to 
cut costs, reduce the num-
ber of small-time, non-vio-
lent drug offenders in prison 
and refocus efforts on reha-
bilitation. The men current-
ly held at Otter Creek are be-
ing moved to Northpoint 
Training Center in Burgin.

People in Wheelwright 
are hoping for word that an-
other state will step in with 
a new batch of inmates, re-
open the facility and rehire 
the employees.

“There aren’t a large 
number of businesses here 
anyway,” Goeing told The 
Associated Press.

Initially, the local jobs 
came from coal.

Elk Horn Coal Compa-
ny founded the city in 1916 
about 150 miles southeast 
of Lexington near the Ken-
tucky-Virginia border, and 
named it for the compa-
ny’s then-president, Jere H. 
Wheelwright.

As coal production 
slowed, the area’s econo-
my went with it. Businesses 
closed or struggled to stay 
open.

The prison brought near-
ly 200 jobs to one of the 
poorest regions in the South 
when it opened in 1981. 

CCA paid employees $8.25 
an hour – low pay by prison 
standards but welcome cash 
for the area.

“It helped the few busi-
nesses that remain here,” 
said Goeing, who used to 
deliver medications to the 
prison.

Without the prison jobs, 
Wheelwright Mayor Andy 
Akers says people will lose 
their steady income and 
stop spending money in the 
area.

“It’s going to hurt the gro-
cery stores, the restaurants 
– just everything where they 
guards are used to spending 
their money,” Akers said.

The prison once housed 
women from Hawaii and 
Kentucky. In January 2010, 
after the scandal broke, 
Gov. Steve Beshear ordered 
the women removed from 
Otter Creek. The state trans-
ferred 400 female inmates to 
Western Kentucky Correc-
tional Complex in Fredonia 
and moved men into Otter 
Creek.

Hawaii removed 168 fe-
male inmates in 2009, send-
ing them to a prison in Ari-
zona. Multiple lawsuits were 
filed over the sex accusa-
tions. Most were dismissed.

None of that slowed CCA 
down. In the last five years, 
the company announced 
contracts to build new pri-
vate prisons or expand ex-
isting state and federal fa-
cilities in more than a half-
dozen places ranging from 

Mississippi to Nevada. CCA 
spokesman Steve Owen said 
the company, through Ot-
ter Creek and other private 
prisons, “drives economic 
growth in any community 
where it operates.”

Alex Friedmann, a con-
victed armed robber turned 
inmate advocate, spent six 
of his 10 years in prison at 
CCA facilities. He said the 
closing of Otter Creek is part 
of a shift by some states to 
lower incarceration rates 
and save money on prison 
costs. Friedmann noted that 
CCA recently closed a facil-
ity in Appleton, Minn., and 
hasn’t found a new client for 
it. He said they also stopped 
building a prison in Tennes-
see for want of a client.

“The only thing interest-
ing to CCA is can they gen-
erate a profit because they 
are a for-profit company,” 
said Friedmann, who now 
lives in Old Hickory, Tenn. 
“There’s a social cost ... when 
you have communities de-
pendent on incarceration as 
a business model. That’s a 
very dangerous thing.”

For Wheelwright, though, 
Otter Creek is a rare eco-
nomic bright spot.

“Jobs are few in the 
mountains,” said state Sen. 
Johnnie Ray Turner, D-Pre-
stonsburg. “We’re going 
to have to try to do some-
thing.”

Turner said Kentucky 
and CCA must find an al-
ternative use for the prison, 

either leasing it to another 
state or converting it to a re-
habilitation facility. Until 
something happens, Turner 
said he expects lots phone 
calls from people looking 
for help finding work.

Kentucky House Speaker 
Greg Stumbo, D-Prestons-
burg, hopes something can 
be done to reopen the pris-
on soon.

“I supported making 
this a state-owned facility 
and will continue to do so,” 
Stumbo said.

Beshear’s spokeswoman, 
Kerri Richardson, said state 
unemployment benefits are 
available once the prison 
closes.

Owen said employees 
were given an opportunity 
to stay with the company, 
either at the Lee Adjustment 
Center in Beattyville, where 
Vermont houses roughly 
800 inmates, or at the Mar-
ion Adjustment Center in 
St. Mary’s, where Kentucky 
houses about 800. Owen 
said employees were also 
given a crack at openings at 
one of CCA’s 60 other facili-
ties across the country.

“CCA will continue to 
market Otter Creek to po-
tential government partners 
with the hope of reopening 
the facility,” Owen said.

Akers, the mayor for the 
last 18 months, said that’s a 
positive sign.

“I don’t think they’re go-
ing to be shut down that 
long,” Akers said.

Rural Ky. town readies for private prison closure

The prison brought nearly 200 jobs to one of the poorest regions in the South when it opened in 1981. CCA paid employees $8.25 
an hour – low pay by prison standards but welcome cash for the area. Without the prison jobs, Wheelwright Mayor Andy Akers 

says people will lose their steady income and stop spending money in the area.


