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Tonight: Wintry mix 
may bring rain, snow

WEATHER     A8

See REDISTRICTING, A9

Republicans 
sue House 
for faulty 
redistricting
Sen. Carroll doesn’t 
expect map to stand

President Sias giving $37,500 of own funds
School’s 5-year, $12.5 million fundraising campaign will help improve athletic facilities
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Should the closed parking 
garage on St. Clair Street be 
demolished or repaired?
Demolish, 63% Repair, 36%
Total votes: 223
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Demolish ® Repair®

WEEKLY POLL
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BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

LEXINGTON – Kentucky 
State University President 
Mary Sias has pledged to 
contribute at least $37,500 
of her own money to the 
school’s fi ve-year, $12.5 mil-
lion fundraising campaign. 

“Not because I have it, 
but because this is impor-
tant,” she told university re-

gents gathered in Lexington 
for a yearly retreat.

University offi cials out-
lined the effort for regents 
and senior staffers Thurs-
day, urging them to donate 
and make connections with 
others who might also give.

Sias says it’s the fi rst time 
in recent memory – maybe 
the fi rst ever – that KSU has 
organized a capital cam-
paign. The university has 

raised $1.3 million since of-
fi cials announced the drive 
in October 2010.

Of the $12.5 million goal 
– chosen to mark KSU’s 
125th anniversary – $6 mil-
lion will go toward athletic 
facilities, $4 million to the 
endowment fund and $2.5 
million will pay for student 
scholarships.

Sias says improved ath-
letic facilities are critical, 

even though the expense 
might be questioned dur-
ing tough economic times. 
The goal isn’t to build “lux-
urious” sports facilities, she 
said, but to keep students 
safe.

The university hasn’t 
made additions or major 
renovations to stadiums 
and fields since the ear-
ly 1970s, she said. Cracked 
concrete and old equipment 

are putting student athletes 
at risk of injury – and caus-
ing KSU’s insurance costs to 
increase, she said.

Improvements to the 
football stadium, baseball 
and softball fi elds and track 
could make KSU more com-
petitive with other schools 
in its athletic conference, 
bring tournaments and oth-

OUTSTANDING
Fourth-generation farmer honored for his expertise
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David Thompson’s cattle follow him as he unloads a bale of hay while working on his farm on Stillhouse Hollow Road. The Jaycees recently 
named him Kentucky’s best young farmer. 
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David Thompson, a fourth generation farmer, climbed into his first tractor at 
age 4, and he’s driven one ever since.

BY JORDAN SMITH
JSMITH@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A
s a young farmer, 29-year-old David Thompson 
has declared himself part of a dying breed. The 
cost of running a farm has driven many his age 
to fi nd jobs away from the fi elds, he says.

But for the fourth-generation cattle and tobacco man, 
not even a little thing like a missing leg will get in the way 
of his motivation to carry on the family business. 

In fact, in the last year, Jaycees at the state and nation-
al level have named Thompson the most outstanding 
young farmer in both Franklin County and Kentucky, 
and one of the top 20 young farmers in the U.S.

Open to anyone between 18 and 40, the Jaycees Out-
standing Young Farmer program honors those who dis-
play a complete understanding of the complex farm 
business and who are active members of their commu-
nities. 

Saturday, Thompson will attend a dinner in Louisville 

See FARMER, A7
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A Frankfort legislator says he expects the 
House’s redistricting map will be declared 
unconstitutional while an-
other says the process itself 
needs to be revised.

House Minority Floor 
Leader Jeff Hoover and oth-
ers fi led a lawsuit challeng-
ing the House’s redistrict-
ing map in Franklin Circuit 
Court Thursday.

The suit seeks an injunc-
tion to delay implement-
ing the redistricting plan 
and postponing Tuesday’s 
election fi ling deadline until the matter is re-
solved. 

It says the Democratic House’s map of new 
legislative districts is unconstitutional be-
cause it divides too many counties, places 
some counties in noncontiguous districts and 
puts some Republicans in districts with high-
er populations than their Democratic coun-
terparts.

Hoover cited two examples of noncontigu-
ous districts: the 80th, which connects Casey 
County with Rockcastle County and western 
Madison County using a small portion of Pu-
laski County, and the 89th, which connects Mc-
Creary and Jackson counties using a zigzag of 
precincts through Laurel County. 

“That’s not what the court has determined 
to be contiguous,” Hoover said. He was joined 
in the lawsuit by Rep. Joe Fischer of Fort Thom-
as, Rep. Kim King of Harrodsburg, Eubanks 
Mayor Frey Todd and Lewis County resident 
Anthony Gaydos.

Sen. Julian Carroll, a retired attorney, says 
he doesn’t see how the House map will stand 
on constitutional grounds with the division 
of counties with small populations and cut-
ting through Pulaski and Laurel counties’ pre-

Jeff Hoover

See FUNDRAISER, A9


