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NUMBERS: 20.25
The average age of the players on this sea-
son’s UK men’s basketball team. Last sea-
son’s national championship team opened 
the season with an average age of 19.73.

WHAT  
WE’LL SEE

Sunday
The Bengals (3-3) have a chance to shake 
up the AFC North race when the Pittsburgh 
Steelers (2-3) visit Cincinnati. After unexpected 
losses to Miami and Cleveland — and with 
games upcoming against Denver and the New 
York Giants, this one almost rises to must-win 
status. One problem: The Bengals have lost 
four in a row to the Steelers and nine of their 
last 11. (8:20 p.m., NBC-18)

Wednesday
Coach John Calipari has talked about how 
his young Kentucky basketball team might be 
vulnerable to an upset early this season, but 
here’s a game the Wildcats are sure to win. 
The team’s annual Blue-White Game in Rupp 
Arena gives fans their first competitive look at 
the squad that will defend UK’s national cham-
pionship. (7 p.m., WKYT-27, Fox Sports South)

Wednesday
Major League Baseball’s 108th World Series 
gets under way with the Detroit Tigers in 
search of their first championship since 1984. 
The series begins with two games at the home 
of the National League champs, followed by 
three in Detroit and the final two back in either 
St. Louis or San Francisco, if necessary. (Time 
TBA, Fox-56)

Friday
Henry Clay represents the 11th Region at the 
state volleyball tournament at Valley High 
School in Louisville. The Blue Devils take on 
16th Region champion Russell in the first 
round, one of eight games on opening day. The 
quarterfinals, semifinals and finals will be held 
Saturday. (1 p.m.)

Saturday
Keeneland’s Fall Meet comes to a close with a 
10-race card. The featured race is the Grade II, 
$150,000 Fayette Stakes. (First post, 1:05 p.m.)

Saturday
If you love high school soccer, this is your day. 
The girls will play four state quarterfinal games 
at Lafayette (1, 3, 5 and 7 p.m.) while the boys 
do the same at Henry Clay.

Saturday
The Kentucky football team makes its first 
trip to Columbia, Mo., since 1965 to take on 
Missouri. The Tigers are winless (0-4) in their 
first go-round as a member of the Southeast-
ern Conference, so this one is shaping up as 
a battle to avoid the Eastern Division cellar. 
(Noon, ESPNU)

MATHEW GRAF

FAN FARE 
SUNDAY

Saturday will be your final chance to watch 
live racing at Keeneland until next spring.

MATT GOINS

Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant, shown with UK stars Bill Leskovar, Wilbur Jamerson and Vito “Babe” 
Parilli before the 1951 Sugar Bowl, left Kentucky with the Cats a cushy 97 games above .500.
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sylvania 6-5. That gave UK 
an all-time football record of 
44-45-6.

The following season 
began with UK Coach 
C.A. Wright’s bunch (the 
nickname Wildcats was not 
adopted until 1909) drub-
bing the always formidable 
Cynthiana 39-0 to get back 
to the .500 mark all time.

From that day, no UK 
football team has taken the 
field representing a program 
with an all-time losing mark.

Kentucky’s victory in 
the 1903 season opener 
launched a 7-1 season that 
became the first year in a 
stretch of 14 straight win-
ning campaigns. Kentucky 
was 62 games over .500 
(134-72-11) at the end of the 
1916 season, the last in that 
winning-season run.

By the time Kentucky 
joined the SEC beginning 
with the 1933 season, the 
Cats were 69 games over 
.500 (198-129-23).

The Bryant boost
Before the 1946 season, 

UK hired a Maryland head 
coach named Paul Bryant. 
After playing in the SEC for 
12 years (Kentucky fielded 
no team in 1943), the Cats 
were still 60 games to the 
good (249-189-27).

The Bear created the 
golden era of UK football, 
then bailed for Texas A&M 
with a 60-23-5 mark follow-
ing the 1953 season. Bryant 
left UK 97 games (309-212-
32) to the good.

Blanton Collier spent 
eight honorable years trying 
to fill the Bear’s gargantuan 
shoes, and went 41-36-3. 
When Collier was ousted 
after the 1962 season, Ken-

tucky was 102 games above 
.500 (350-248-35).

One would have thought 
a 102-game cushion should 
have been enough to ensure 
Kentucky retained the status 
of all-time winning football 
program forever.

Winner status slips away
Instead, the drip, 

drip, drip of nine straight 
Kentucky coaches (includ-
ing current UK head man 
Joker Phillips) with losing 
marks has led the Wildcats 
program perilously near 
falling below the break-even 
threshold.

The ledger for hard-charg-
ing Charlie Bradshaw, with 
his near-sadistic training 
philosophies, was minus-16 
(25-41-4). In four disastrous 
years, John Ray shaved 23 
(10-33) off the UK all-time 
mark.

Fran Curci clocked a 
minus-4 (47-51-2), Jerry 
Claiborne a minus-5 (41-
46-3) and then Bill Curry a 
horrid minus-26 (26-52). By 
the time Curry was asked 
to leave after seven long 
seasons, Kentucky was only 
28 games over .500.

Hal Mumme and the Air 
Raid offense brought some 
excitement, but Gamblin’ Hal 
(20-26) shaved six more off 
the Kentucky all-time standing 
and left the program under 
NCAA sanctions that ensured 
more losing was to come.

In two years, Guy Mor-
riss parlayed a winning 
season into big Baylor bucks 
but still left Kentucky having 
registered a minus-5 (9-14).

So when Rich Brooks 
took over the Kentucky 
program in 2003, with the 
full-impact of Mumme-era 
probation still to be felt, 
UK’s margin as an all-time 
winner was down to plus-17 
(528-511-44).

A rally in 2006
Over his first three years, 

Brooks took 16 more (9-25) 
off that, so that Kentucky 
entered the 2006 season 
(537-536-44) on the verge of 
becoming an all-time loser 
then.

Twice during that 2006 
season, after dropping the 
season opener at Louisville 
and then after losing back-
to-back games mid-season 
to South Carolina and LSU, 
Kentucky saw its all-time 
mark drop to .500 for the 
first time since that 1903 
season opener.

But the 2006 Cats 
never became all-time 
losers. Instead, Kentucky 
rallied to win five of its final 
six games that season. It 
launched a four-year stretch 
of winning.

In 2007, UK went 8-5, 
then produced 7-6 marks 
in each of what became 
Brooks’ final two seasons. 
When Brooks handed the 
reins to his chosen succes-
sor, Phillips, before the 2010 
season, Kentucky had gone 
back nine games over .500 
(567-558-44).

Alas, after the eighth 
game of his third season 
Saturday night against 
Georgia, Phillips had 
already gone minus-9 (12-
21).

There’s always hope for 
upsets, but with an injury-
decimated roster and many 
true freshmen playing, the 
2012 Cats seem likely to end 
this year with the Kentucky 
football program carrying a 
status it has not held since 
the off-season between 1902 
and 1903:

That of an all-time loser.

Mark Story: (859) 231-3230 
Email: mstory@herald-leader.com 
Twitter: @markcstory 
Blog: markstory.bloginky.com
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help Kentucky get more play-
ers. Then Calipari maximizes 
the potential.

Florida will probably finish 
No. 2 in the media balloting. 
But the loss of Bradley Beal 
and Erving Walker seems like 
a lot to overcome. Tennessee, 
which has four starters return-
ing, figures to be the most 
physically imposing team in 
the league. Arguably, the Vols’ 
only departed starter — Cam-
eron Tatum — was their least 
important starter.

Newcomer Missouri is the 
SEC’s most intriguing team.

The middle of the league 
— Alabama, Arkansas, Missis-
sippi, Auburn, Georgia, LSU, 
Vanderbilt and Texas A&M — 
seems like an eight-car pile-up.

South Carolina and 
Mississippi State begin 
rebuilding projects with new 
coaches Frank Martin and Rick 
Ray, respectively.

All-SEC team
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope, 

Georgia; Nerlens Noel, Ken-
tucky; Phil Pressey, Missouri; 
Jarnell Stokes, Tennessee; B.J. 
Young, Arkansas

Player of the Year: Noel
Comments: You could 

vote almost a straight Cats 
ticket (Ryan Harrow, Archie 
Goodwin, Kyle Wiltjer, Alex 
Poythress and Noel). But the 
overall philosophy should be 
to spread the joy.

Missouri’s Pressey, the 
son of former NBA star Paul 
Pressey, had 223 assists and 
only 85 turnovers last season. 
Those are Player of the Year 
numbers.

Tennessee had not one, 
but two strongmen to 
consider: Jeronne Maymon 
and Stokes. Maymon was 
more productive last season 
(12.7-9.6 ppg, 8.1-7.4 rpg). 
But former LSU coach Trent 
Johnson referring to Stokes 
as “Wes Unseld Jr.” made a 
lasting impression. To see 
Wes Unseld Jr., is to see the 
Player of the Year.

Why go with Noel as 
Player of the Year? He’s 
projected at or near the top 
of the next NBA Draft. That 
gauge worked well with John 
Wall and Anthony Davis.

Other players considered 
for All-SEC included Missouri’s 
Alex Oriakhi, who has a nation-
al championship pedigree, and 
a personal favorite to watch, 
ever-busy forward/glue guy Will 
Yequette of Florida.

Rupp date update
The $3 million project 

to reconstruct Rupp Arena 
locker rooms continues. Bill 
Owen, Rupp’s CEO and presi-
dent, called it an attempt to 
“condense 10 months of con-
struction into five months, 
and we’re close.”

Construction on two of 
the four locker rooms has 
been completed. A third 
locker room, which will serve 
UK opponents, is on sched-
ule for a Nov. 1 completion, 
Owen said.

That leaves the UK locker 
room. Owen said he contin-
ues to look at Nov. 16 as the 
completion date. That’s the 
night UK opens the home 
schedule against Lafayette.

So the locker room won’t 
be finished when UK plays 
exhibitions against North-
wood (Nov. 1) and Transyl-
vania (Nov. 5). Nor will it 
be done for the Blue-White 
Game on Wednesday.

With air-conditioning 
units in place and wood 
paneling and lockers set to 
be installed, Owen expressed 
confidence that the locker 
room will be ready for the 
Nov. 16 opener.

No decision has been 
made about the color of the 
logo on the 2012 Final Four 
court being used in the locker 
room: Keep the logo’s green-
ish color as a nod to historic 
accuracy or repaint it blue to 
maintain hue purity.

“Still under discussion,” 
Owen said.

UK vs. Mavs
UK’s oft-stated aim is to 

be the gold standard for col-
lege basketball. Presumably, 
the gold standard for locker 
rooms in the NBA would be 
the Dallas Mavericks. Owner 
Mark Cuban has a reputation 
for treating the players well.

Here’s a few home locker 
room comparisons for UK 
and the Mavs:

Square footage: UK 6,000. 
Mavs 9,000.

Lounge area: UK large-
screen TV. Mavs large-screen 
TV and pool table.

Lockers: UK wooden 

in a circular pattern. Mavs 
rectangular setup with each 
locker containing flat-screen 
monitors, DVD players and 
stereo equipment.

Auxiliary space: UK food 
service area. Mavs weight 
room.

Film study: UK separate 
tiered theatre. Mavs large-
screen TV in locker room.

Full-sized practice court: 
UK on campus in Craft 
Center. Mavs short walk from 
locker room.

Training/rehabilitation: 
UK hydro therapy with 
separate “plunge tubs” hold-
ing hot and cold water. Mavs 
Hydro-therapy pool, plus hot 
and cold tubs.

Heart of a champion
Former UK player Walter 

McCarty will be among the 
performers at the Kentucky 
Theatre on Nov. 8. He’s part 
of a Heart of A Champion 
unplugged concert, which 
will promote an upcoming 
film of the same name.

McCarty also performs on 
the movie soundtrack.

The Heart of a Champion 
movie is based on a true 
story about a man who made 
his mark through the Police 
Athletic League’s boxing and 
mentoring program. The 
faith-based film is scheduled 
to be released early next year.

Two Lexington-based 
boxers — Savon Edmonds and 
Robbelle Rogers — appear in 
the movie.

Tickets to the concert are 
$15 in advance and $20 at the 
door. Tickets can be bought 
by calling (859) 433-8440 or 
checking the Web site cmarie@
blacktriadentertainment.com.

Epicenter
With the pre-season 

coaches’ poll topped by No. 1 
Indiana, No. 2 Louisville and 
No. 3 Kentucky, this area can 
be considered ground zero for 
top-level college basketball.

But, as Kentucky Wesley-
an’s crackerjack sports infor-
mation director Roy Pickerill 
noted, the area has a history 
of elite basketball played at 
the non-Division I level.

For instance:
■ Kentucky Wesleyan has 

won eight Division II national 
championships. “We’re the 
only school in the NCAA to 
win championships in each 
of the last five decades,” 
Pickerill said.

That’s 1966 (coached by 
Guy Strong), 1968 (Bob Dan-
iels), 1969 (Daniels), 1973 
(Bob Jones), 1987 (Wayne 
Chapman), 1990 (Chapman), 
1999 (Ray Harper) and 2001 
(Harper).
■ The University of 

Pikeville won the 2011 NAIA 
national championship.
■ Bellarmine won the 

2011 Division II national 
championship.
■ Kentucky State won 

three NAIA national champi-
onships in the 1970s.
■ Three Kentucky-based 

schools are in the NAIA pre-
season top 25: No. 8 George-
town, No. 18 Lindsey Wilson 
and No. 25 Campbellsville.

Evening with Cal
UK Coach John Calipari, 

who identifies with the good 
people of eastern Kentucky 
(his grandfather was a coal 
miner, he has noted), will 
work the other side of the 
street early next month.

From black rock to black 
tie, he will appear at a private 
club in New York City on 
Nov. 8. UK plays Maryland in 
Brooklyn the next night.

For a $99 price of admis-
sion to what’s known as the 
“CORE: club,” people will 
hear Calipari discuss his 

philosophy on leadership 
and the drive to win, which, 
according to promotional ma-
terial, has made him “one of 
the most successful coaches 
in college basketball history.”

Calipari will also offer an 
appraisal of UK’s team for 
2012-13.

Jeremy Schaap of ESPN 
will serve as master of cer-
emonies.

There will be free appe-
tizers and an open bar. You 
must be 21 or older to at-
tend. All guests will receive a 
pre-signed autographed photo 
of Calipari.

To order tickets, call 
1-800-233-8556.

The CORE: club is on 
55th Street between Madison 
and Park avenues. According 
to a review posted on the In-
ternet, the club is “filled with 
art, books, art books.”

Another Internet review 
says, “Everything from the 
food, to the service, to the 
ambience is perfection in this 
place. Well worth the gazil-
lion dollars to enjoy such a 
great membership.”

The CORE: club Web site 
promises its members “end-
less discovery” in a setting 
“where the unexpected hap-
pens every day.”

Besides Calipari, the club’s 
stated intention to bring 
together “interesting and 
transformative people” has 
included recent appearances 
by Carlos Santana, Natalie 
Merchant and Frankie Valli.

Nebulous
During an interview at 

ESPN last week, UK Coach 
John Calipari seemed to imply 
that the NCAA had finished 
its review of Nerlens Noel and 
ruled him eligible for this 
coming season. Key words: 
“Seemed” and “imply.”

Maybe that inference is 
accurate. But, in response, 
NCAA spokesman Bob Wil-
liams emphasized — four 
times in a five-minute con-
versation — that Noel was 
eligible to play “as of today.” 
He seemed to imply that 
the review of Noel’s eligibil-
ity was ongoing. Again, key 
words: “seemed” and “imply.”

Adding to the sensation of 
eating soup with chopsticks, 
UK spokesman DeWayne 
Peevy offered a tweet that 
said, “There is no update on 
Nerlens Noel.”

Generally, the NCAA does 
not announce that a player 
is eligible or ineligible. The 
affected school does that.

Question: If the NCAA 
completed its review and 
ruled Noel eligible, why 
wouldn’t UK announce it? 
UK could announce it, say, 
on its ESPN show All-Access 
Kentucky. Key word: “all.”

‘All-Access’ ratings 
The first episode of 

ESPN’s All-Access Kentucky 
received a rating of 0.57.

According to Nielsen, 
there were an estimated 
114.2 million television 
households in the United 
States as ofAugust. 

By that measurement, a 
.57 rating would be about 
650,000 TV homes.

Commercial break
As another season nears, 

the Blue Ribbon Yearbook 
serves again as an invaluable 
resource. Longtime editor 
Chris Dortch, who grew up 
amid SEC basketball, led an 
effort that put together a 400-
page preview of the 2012-13 
Division I teams.

To order the yearbook, 
fans can go to blueribbon-
yearbookonline.com or call 
1-877-807-4857.

Happy birthday
To Bill Curry. The former 

UK football coach turns 70 
Sunday. … To Stacey Poole Jr. 
He turns 21 on Wednesday. 
… To Kyle Wiltjer. He turned 
20 on Saturday. 
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Jerry Tipton: (859) 231-3227.  
Twitter: @JerryTipton.  
Blog: ukbasketball.bloginky.com 

UK basketball: Read Jerry Tipton’s 
blog for the latest news and 
updates on the Wildcats.

Next Cats: To follow the progress 
and college choices of UK’s top 
basketball recruits, go to  
ukrecruiting.bloginky.com.

Nerlens Noel will attempt to follow former UK freshmen John 
Wall and Anthony Davis as No. 1 NBA draft picks.

CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com


