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With an average of 57,000 vehicles
traveling on it each day, Dixie Highway
near the Watterson Expressway inter-
change is one of the busiest and most
dangerous thoroughfares in Louisville.

But city and state leaders say a new
$5 million plan could make it safer and
improve traffic flow on a 1.5-mile stretch
of Dixie between Crums and Rockford
lanes.

Part of the plan includes replacing the
center median with a multi-use path that
would allow pedestrians and bicyclists to

safely pass
through.

It’s part of Gov.
Steve Beshear’s
proposed six-year
state road plan
that’s currently be-
fore legislators in
Frankfort. If ap-
proved, construc-
tion could begin on
the Dixie project
as early as the fis-
cal year that starts
July 1, 2013.

The plan start-
ed in 2010 when
Metro Councilman
Rick Blackwell
used $70,000 in his
district’s discre-

tionary funds to pay engineering firm
HNTB Corp. to study part of the Dixie
corridor.

Blackwell talked with state Rep. Joni
Jenkins (D-Shively), who rallied support
from fellow area legislators Rep. Dennis
Horlander (D-Shively), Rep. Mike
Nemes (R-Louisville), Rep. Charlie Mil-
ler (D-Louisville), Rep. Reginald Meeks
(D-Louisville) and Sen. Perry Clark (D-
Louisville).

Jenkins and Blackwell said it usually
would take years of planning and studies
to get a project into the construction
phase in the road plan.

But they said this phase of the project
is ready to move forward thanks to work
that was completed last year by HNTB,
city officials and a 21-member advisory
panel of community leaders.

“We don’t need to acquire any right-
of-way for this project,” Blackwell said.
“It’s about moving some of the driving

lanes and moving some of the concrete
medians.”

“Having the local folks do the study
has helped so much,” Jenkins said.

Civil engineer Mohammad Nouri,
who has worked for HNTB on the plan,
said further engineering work still has to
be done to determine how walkers and
bicyclists using the “street-level prome-
nade” would be separated from traffic.
Among the possibilities are concrete
walls and railings, he said.

“It’s the only interchange in the city
that isn’t signalized,” Nouri said. “It’s
really confusing for pedestrians.”

Walkers and bicyclists would enter
the promenade from crosswalks at the
nearest traffic lights on either end, he
said.

Besides adding a multi-use path down
the center of Dixie under the Watterson,
the money would be used for other safety
improvements and beautification, Jen-
kins said.

Nouri said the changes could include
amenities that “reflect the South End
culture” and “enhance the look, feel and
experience” of the area, such as adding
trees, landscaping, uniform utility poles
and lighting.

“Dixie Highway is the spine of the en-
tire South End,” said advisory board
member Vince Jarboe, a State Farm in-
surance agent who leads the community
group Southwest Dream Team.

Jarboe, who’s also a member of the
Louisville Metro Planning Commission,
said he believes the changes will attract
new businesses that residents have long
desired.

“If we move the infrastructure into
the 21st century, we think retailers will
want to locate here,” Jarboe said.

Blackwell agreed, saying he believes
the project will spark road improve-
ments and economic development
throughout the Dixie Highway corridor.

Blackwell’s study covered the Watter-
son to Greenwood Road.

Metro Councilwoman Mary Wool-
ridge lobbied to get fellow council mem-
bers to approve $50,000 in city money for
HNTB to also study Dixie from Oak
Street to the Watterson, and Councilman
David Yates this month sponsored the
addition of $52,000 so the corridor plan
can be extended to include areas from
Greenwood southward past the Snyder
Freeway.

The studies will be combined into one
Dixie Highway Corridor Master Plan
that city leaders could adopt into the
Land Development Code.

The first four phases so far are: the
1.5-mile stretch near the Watterson; a 2.4-
mile stretch from Rockford Lane to
Greenwood Road; a 2.5-mile stretch from
Crums Lane to Algonquin Parkway; and a
1-mile stretch from Algonquin Parkway
to Oak Street.

Reporter Charlie White can be reached at
(502) 582-4653.

» COVER PHOTO: Councilman Rick
Blackwell, right, Vince Jarboe and Rep.
Joni Jenkins discuss the proposed over-
haul of the Dixie Highway corridor as
they stand outside the Shively Center.

Improving safety on Dixie a priority

A sidewalk is planned for this area just south of I-264 outside the Shively Center on Dixie Highway as part of the proposed major
landscaping overhaul of the corridor. SAM UPSHAW JR./THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Plan includes path
to replace median
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“If we move
the infra-
structure
into the 21st
century, we
think
retailers
will want to
locate here.”
VINCE JARBOE,
Southwest Dream
Team leader


