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said little more than “Yes,
sir” in response to ques-
tions from the judge.

His face twitched light-
ly while the prosecutor re-
counted the attack, and he
sniffled and half-closed his
eyes as he walked out of the
room with deputies.

The hearing came hours
after the death toll rose to
three, and as schoolmates
and townspeople grappled
with the tragedy and won-
dered what could have set
off Lane, a young man de-
scribed by other students
as extremely quiet, with
few if any friends.

The court appearance
did little to solve the mys-
tery. Afterward, though,
the prosecutor appeared to
rule out rumors and specu-
lation that the suspect
lashed out after being bul-
lied or that the shooting had
something to do with drug-
dealing.

“He chose his victims at
random. This is not about
bullying. This is not about
drugs,” Joyce said. “This is
someone who’s not well,
and I’m sure in our court
case we’ll prove that to all
of your desires and we’ll
make sure justice is done
here in this county.”

Joyce would not elabo-
rate. Both sides in the case
are under a gag order im-
posed by the judge at the
prosecutor’s request.

Lane’s grandfather, who
has custody of the teen-
ager, and two aunts joined
him in court; the women
reached over and lightly
embraced the grandfather
as the hearing began.

Judge Timothy Gren-
dell ordered the boy held
for at least 15 days. Prose-
cutors have until Thursday
to bring charges against
him and are expected to
ask that he be tried as an
adult. In addition to impos-
ing the gag order, the judge
told the media not to photo-
graph the boy’s face in

court.
Meanwhile, shaken resi-

dents extended condo-
lences to the families of
those killed and wounded
at the 1,100-student high
school, and grief counsel-
ing was offered to stu-
dents, staff and others at
area schools. All three of
the dead were students, as
are the two wounded.

“We’re not just any old
place, Chardon,” Chardon
school Superintendent Jo-
seph Bergant II said. “This
is every place. As you’ve
seen in the past, this can
happen anywhere, proof of
what we had yesterday.”

Authorities said Tues-
day that students Demetri-
us Hewlin, 16, and Russell
King Jr., 17, had died. An-
other student, Daniel Par-

mertor, 16, died shortly af-
ter the shooting.

Hewlin attended Char-
don High. Both King and
Parmertor were students
at the Auburn Career Cen-
ter, a vocational school, and
were waiting in the Char-
don High cafeteria for
their daily bus when they
were shot.

Lane’s family is mourn-
ing “this terrible loss for
their community,” Robert
Farinacci, an attorney for
Lane and his family, said in
a statement.

Danny Komertz,15, who
saw the shooting, said the
gunman appeared to single
out a group of students sit-
ting together. He said Lane
was known as an outcast
who had apparently been
bullied, but other students

disputed that.
Farinacci told WKYC-

TV that Lane “pretty much
sticks to himself but does
have some friends and has
never been in trouble over
anything that we know
about.”

Lane didn’t attend Char-
don High, instead attend-
ing nearby Lake Academy,
which is for students with
academic or behavioral
problems. But authorities
wouldn’t say how and why
he ended up there.

Student Nate Mueller
said he was at the table in
the cafeteria where the vic-
tims were shot and a bullet
grazed his ear. Mueller told
The Plain Dealer that King
— one of those killed — had
recently started dating
Lane’s ex-girlfriend.

Lane “was silent the
whole time,” Mueller said.
“That’s what made it so ran-
dom.”

Kala Day, 18, said she
rode the morning school
bus with Lane and knew the
victims. “He always sat by
himself and like looked out
the window. So I sat with
him a few times, because I
felt bad for the kid. ... He
just stared out the win-
dow,” she said.

The shooting sent stu-
dents screaming from the
building in panic, and some
of that chaos and fear was
captured in 911 recordings
released Tuesday.

“We just had a shooting
at our school. We need to
get out of here. Oh, my
God,” one crying female
caller told a dispatcher.

“Everyone’s running
away.”

Another caller, a male
student, instantly identi-
fied the gunman as Thomas
Lane, a student, and said he
appeared to be shooting at
random. “What was his
beef with these kids? Do we
know?” the dispatcher
said.

“I have no idea,” he said,
adding: “He’s very quiet
and he doesn’t really talk to
anyone.”

Frank Hall, an assistant
high school football coach
who has been hailed as a he-
ro by students who say he
chased the gunman out of
the cafeteria, told a Cleve-
land TV station he couldn’t
discuss what happened but
said, “I wish I could have
done more.”
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ized by states eager to cap-
ture tax revenue from the
estimated $100 billion glob-
al Internet gambling in-
dustry.

“Clearly there’s going
to be this big explosion of
Internet gambling,” said I.
Nelson Rose, an authority
on gambling law and a pro-
fessor at the Whittier Law
School in California. “All
the states are desperate
for revenues.”

Previously, Internet
gambling sites have oper-
ated legally from other
countries and have been
only a mouse click away
for American bettors like
Veneklase, who weren’t ex-
plicitly prohibited from
playing.

But lawmakers in 10
states — including neigh-
boring Ohio and Illinois —
have indicated interest in
trying online lottery sales
or poker to capture some
of that revenue.

Things are moving
slower in Kentucky and In-
diana, where officials say
they are researching the
possibities but expect no
action anytime soon.

“Our job right now is to
look at what the options
can be,” said Arch Glea-
son, the Kentucky Lot-
tery’s president.

Hurdles in
states’ laws

In Kentucky, customers
buy Powerball and other
lottery tickets at store ter-
minals in retail locations.
But under the state lottery
law and the justice depart-
ment’s recent ruling, the
lottery could sell some ex-
isting games such as Pow-
erball and scratch-offs
over the Internet to play-
ers located in Kentucky, he
said.

But they wouldn’t do so
without discussing plans
first with policy makers,
Gleason added.

In Indiana, the law
clearly states that it’s ille-
gal to gamble over the In-
ternet. (A separate federal
law has allowed interstate

betting via phone and com-
puter to wager on horse
racing.)

Gleason said any new
forms of Internet sales for
lottery products, particu-
larly online casino-style
games, would most likely
require statutory changes,
and the priority has been
Gov. Steve Beshear’s pro-
posal for a constitutional
amendment to allow casino
gambling, which was de-
feated in the state Senate
last week.

Brian Wilkerson, a
spokesman for House
Speaker Greg Stumbo, said
no new legislation is likely
to be proposed this year
because of the casino bill.

In Indiana, Hoosier Lot-
tery officials are review-
ing the state’s laws and
“getting up to speed” on
the Justice Department
ruling, spokesman Al Lar-
sen said.

It’s also unlikely that In-
diana lawmakers would
take up any new gambling-
related legislation during a
short session of the Gener-
al Assembly, which wraps
up by mid-March.

Mike Smith, executive
director of the Casino As-
sociation of Indiana, said
the trade group has fo-
cused this term on ensur-
ing the riverboats are ex-
empt from a proposed
statewide smoking ban.

Industry takes
action locally

But in the meantime, lo-
cal gambling interests are
not sitting on the sidelines.

Louisville-based Chur-
chill Downs Inc., this
month purchased Atlanta-
based Bluff Media, a poker
fan website, for an undis-
closed sum.

Company CEO and
Chairman Bob Evans pre-
viously had said the com-
pany saw the online poker
market as a growth sector
and wanted a foothold if
online poker is legalized.
Bluff Media doesn’t offer
gambling with real money,
but publishes a magazine,
ranks players and directs
gamblers to other sites.

Meanwhile, Caesars En-
tertainment Inc., which
owns the Horseshoe South-
ern Indiana Casino in Har-
rison County, has created a
Montreal-based subsidiary
to handle its World Series
of Poker brand and to allow
it to operate online poker
where it’s legal to take bets
from overseas customers.

Still, it’s unclear what
the future holds for Amer-
ican online poker players
like Veneklase. For years,
he and thousands of other
players in Kentucky and
other U.S. states faced no
barriers to navigate the In-
ternet to download soft-
ware and use credit cards
to set up an account at Par-
adise Poker, Full Tilt Poker
or another site.

Although federal law
has prohibited gambling
companies from taking
bets over the Internet or
by interstate phone lines,
there was little to stop
American players from
connecting with sites in
Aruba, Costa Rica and oth-
er countries.

Veneklase said he set up
an account on PokerStars
using $25 and started play-
ing, winning as much as
$10,000 during one stretch,
he said.

“I don’t believe the gov-
ernment should regulate
morality. Why not go ahead
and let people do what
they’re going to do any-
way? I consider it enter-
tainment.”

His trips to virtual po-
ker tables ended after fed-
eral prosecutors in New
York charged the opera-
tors of three popular sites,
including PokerStars.com,
with money laundering
and fraud last April 15. Au-
thorities also blocked ac-
cess to the sites, asserting
that the dot-com’s had vio-
lated a 2006 law which pro-
hibits U.S. banks from
processing online bets.

Beshear’s administra-
tion also tried its own
crackdown in 2008 by su-
ing 140 gambling websites
that provide services to
Kentuckians. The case is
pending.

Veneklase said he plays
online poker without wa-
gering real money now, but
he’d start betting green-
backs again if Kentucky
leaders eventually legal-
ized online wagering.

They need at least to
clarify the rules, so poker
players know what they
can and can’t do, he said.
“I’d be all for it (playing
for money) again, and the
state could get the tax rev-
enue.”

Ernie Yelton, executive
director of the Indiana

Gaming Commission, ech-
oed Gleason and others in
predicting that Kentucky
and Indiana regulators
would have a big challenge
if either state tries to legal-
ize Internet games.

They’d need to ensure
underage gamblers can’t
access games, that finan-
cial networks are secure
and that players are in geo-
graphic locations where
the gaming is legal, Yelton
said.

But he acknowledged
that the thirst for new tax

revenues could force
states to leap into the on-
line realm soon.

“We’re not naive,” he
said. “We understand
there’s a big push out there
to maximize gaming dol-
lars.”

But “the question is how
can this be effectively reg-
ulated,” he said. “That’s go-
ing to be an enormous,
enormous challenge.”

Reporter Grace Schneider
can be reached at 812-949-
4040.
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