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I
n the early 1970s, a group of black
business owners and entrepreneurs
formed an organization called the
Concerned Black Businessmen.
The group’s members took it upon

themselves to challenge liquor outlets and
store owners to remove popular brands of
liquor within the black community and
put pressure on distributors to hire more
black sales representatives, threatening a
boycott.

Although black businesses had flour-
ished decades before, there was a struggle
for black business owners to share in the
wealth of Louisville’s economic landscape,
often encountering stiff resistance from
white businessmen and others.

Although many liquor store owners

rejected the effort, the Concerned Black
Businessmen — made up of Lenny Lyles,
Kenneth Clay, John “Skip” Stone, Joseph
B. Hammond and Monroe Boller — were
able to put pressure on wholesalers and
out-of-state suppliers.

Trying to avoid a boycott, representa-
tives from wholesalers and suppliers from
major cities agreed to fly to Louisville and
discuss a compromise with the group at
Joe’s Palm Room.

The wholesalers and suppliers eventu-
ally agreed to immediately hire more
black salespeople and the boycott was
called off.

For more information on black history,
go to www.courier-journal.com/black-
history

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

GROUP THREATENED
A LIQUOR BOYCOTT
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Roofing repairs

Adam Myers works with other roofers Tuesday to repair
the leaky roof of the administration building of the
Anchorage Public School. It is roofed in Ludowici tile,
which lasts around 200 years. The crew works for Stein-
rock Roofing and Sheet Metal Co. PAM SPAULDING/THE C-J

A new foundation will help fund
parts of Kentucky’s action plan
against cancer, which kills resi-
dents at the nation’s highest rate.

On Tuesday, Gov. Steve Be-
shear, who survived prostate can-
cer in 1994, announced the first
public-private partnership with
the Kentucky Cancer Foundation
— an effort to invest in colon can-
cer screenings for 4,000 unin-
sured Kentuckians.

Beshear’s proposed budget in-
cludes $1 million for the screen-
ings, and the foundation pledges to
match that funding, for a total of
$2 million over the biennium for
the Kentucky Colon Cancer
Screening Program — a program
the legislature created in 2008 but
never funded.

New funds would be adminis-
tered by the state Department for
Public Health and would pay for
colonoscopies, administration,
education and outreach.

Beshear said such partner-
ships can reduce the toll cancer
takes in Kentucky.

“Our most recent information
shows more than 24,000 new cases
of cancer in Kentucky each year,
and of those, more than 9,500 Ken-
tuckians die from these cancers,”
he said. “This is a real problem in
our state that is affecting the lives
of every family. As a cancer survi-
vor, I know firsthand that screen-
ings and early diagnosis will help
save our citizens from this horri-
ble disease.”

State officials said more than
half of Kentucky’s cancer deaths
are from lung, breast, cervical and
colon cancers — and the new foun-
dation aims to reduce rates of
those diseases by partnering with
the private and public sectors.

According to the National Can-
cer Institute, Kentucky not only
has the nation’s highest overall
cancer death rate; it also has the
highest lung cancer death rate.
More than 3,400 Kentuckians died
of lung cancer in 2008, a rate of
74.7 per 100,000, 51 percent higher
than the national average of 49.6
per 100,000, the latest NCI statis-
tics show.

Kentucky also loses residents
at high rates to colorectal and cer-
vical cancer. NCI statistics show

that 884 Kentuckians died of col-
orectal cancer in 2008, a rate of
19.2 per 100,000, compared with a
national average of 16.4 per
100,000. Sixty-five Kentuckians
died of cervical cancer, the na-
tion’s 14th-highest rate — 2.7 per
100,000, compared with 2.4 per

100,000 nationally.
About 560 Kentuckians died

from breast cancer, a rate of 21.6
per 100,000, compared with 22.5
per 100,000 nationally.

The Kentucky Cancer Founda-
tion plans to raise private funds
and pursue grants to pay for pre-
vention and early detection for
Kentuckians unable to afford ser-
vices such as colon cancer screen-
ings, mammograms, Pap smears
and smoking cessation programs.

The foundation’s goal is to help
fund portions of the Kentucky
Cancer Action Plan, which out-
lines strategies for cancer preven-
tion, early detection and treat-
ment and is the responsibility of
the Kentucky Cancer Consortium,
a statewide coalition of 44 organi-
zations fighting cancer.

“Kentucky is known as the na-
tion’s No. 1 cancer state,” said Dr.
Whitney Jones, a Louisville gas-
troenterologist, co-founder of the
Kentucky Cancer Foundation and
founder of the Colon Cancer Pre-
vention Project. “Having ade-
quate funding for these needed
screenings is the missing link be-
tween the uninsured and cancer
prevention (and) early detection.”

Reporter Laura Ungar can be reached
at (502) 582-7190.
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Dr. Whitney Jones, co-founder of
the Kentucky Cancer Foundation,
speaks Tuesday as Gov. Steve
Beshear listens. JOHN FLAVELL/AP

The Harrison County,
Ind., maintenance direc-
tor has filed notice of his
intention to sue several
county officials he accus-
es of violating his free
speech rights and retaliat-
ing after confrontations
last year.

David Simon sent a tort
claim notice to Harrison
leaders Monday in which
he accused Sheriff Rod-
ney Seelye of false impris-
onment and Auditor Ka-
ren Engleman of defam-
ing him by alleging to su-
periors that Simon had
sexually harrassed two
women in his department.

Simon also said county
officials retaliated by cut-
ting his budget, increasing
his responsibilities to care
for more building space
and opening an investiga-
tion into use of his county-
issued cellphone.

Under state law, a tort
claim is a notice that must
be filed before a govern-

ment entity can be sued.
James Goldman, presi-

dent of the county Board
of Commissioners, said of-
ficials hope it doesn’t
come to that. He said he
was surprised by Simon’s
allegations, and “I would
like to see it resolved with-
out resorting to a full-
blown lawsuit.”

Simon declined to com-
ment. His lawyer, John H.
Haskin of Indianapolis,
did not return two phone
messages seeking com-
ment. Engleman also de-
clined to comment.

Simon was hired in
2004 to oversee mainte-
nance and custodial ser-
vices at county facilities
in Corydon, including the
jail and justice center, the
downtown courthouse and
the new administrative of-
fices in the former county
hospital. His annual salary
is $50,570, according to
county records.

His claim states that on
April 13, Seelye “inten-
tionally confined” him in a
closed area with other po-
lice officers and accused

him of various violations,
including tampering with
physical evidence. Simon
also accused Seelye of
threatening to jail him and
of not advising him of his
Miranda rights.

Seelye said he became
“very disturbed” with Si-
mon for disabling several
surveillance cameras in
the jail last summer with-
out informing him. Tam-
pering with video cameras
got the last sheriff indict-
ed, Seelye said.

Simon claims his free
speech has been chilled by
numerous acts, including
the move to add 74,000
feet of office space to his
responsibilities. Simon is
seeking unspecified legal
and equitable relief.

The notice was sent to
the commissioners, Coun-
cilmen Gary Davis and
Phil Smith, Seelye, the po-
lice department’s Merit
Board, Engleman and In-
diana Attorney General
Greg Zoeller.

Reach Grace Schneider at
(812) 949-4040.
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Van hits school bus
at 40th, Algonquin

Ten students were taken
to the hospital Tuesday af-
ternoon after a van struck
their school bus near 40th
Street and Algonquin Park-
way, a Jefferson County
Public Schools official said.

The bus — No. 0126 —
was carrying 31 students
from Kerrick Elementary
when it was struck in the
side by the van at about 4:20
p.m., said Rick Caple, JCPS
transportation director.

The students were
transported to Kosair Chil-
dren’s Hospital and some
reported neck and back
pain, but Caple said their
injuries did not appear to
be serious. He said they
were sent to the hospital as
a precaution.

The bus driver and van
driver were also taken to a
hospital, Caple said, but no
information was immedi-
ately available about the
severity of their injuries.

The remaining students
were taken home on anoth-
er bus, Caple said.

The cause of the acci-
dent is under investigation
by Louisville Metro Police.

Shively police chief
will hold meeting

Shively Police Chief
Kevin Higdon will hold a
community conversation
to help residents feel com-
fortable talking to police.

This will be the first of
several expected town hall
meetings with police. The
meeting will be held at 7
p.m. today at the Shively
Community Building, 1901
Park Road, and is open to
the public.

Higdon plans to intro-
duce new members of his
command staff. He said in
a release that he hopes to
create a dialogue with resi-
dents to improve safety in
Shively. Officers will also
be on hand to talk about
block watch programs.

Liberty St. closing
for crane setup

Liberty Street between
Fourth and Fifth streets
will be closed from 6 a.m to
6 p.m. Saturday.

The street will be closed
to accommodate the setup
of a crane to install equip-
ment in the area, according
of a release from Louisville
Public Works & Assets.

Rehab facility seeks
approval to expand

Upward House II, a re-
habilitation facility at 1700
W. Chestnut St. for men re-
covering from drug and al-
cohol addiction, is seeking
zoning permission to dou-
ble its maximum number
of residents to 32.

The Louisville Metro
Board of Zoning Adjust-
ment will consider the re-
quest of Chestco LLC, the
owner, and one of its offi-
cers, Donald Blackburn, to
modify an existing permit
to accommodate the in-
creased residency.

The board will hear the
matter at 8:30 a.m. March 5
at the Old Jefferson County
Jail, 514 W. Liberty St.

The application says
there will be no structural
changes to the building or
grounds and no change in
the current use.
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A10-year-old Louisville
girl died early Tuesday at
Kosair Children’s Hospi-
tal from injuries she re-
ceived in a traffic acci-
dent in Hardin County on
Monday, according to the
Jefferson County coro-
ner’s office.

Ruby Salinas, of the
6400 block of Stableview
Place in Okolona, was pro-
nounced dead about 8 a.m.
at the hospital, said Larry
Carroll, a Jefferson Coun-

ty deputy coroner.
Ruby was a passenger

in a 1999 GMC Jimmy
driven by her father, Gus-
tavo Salinas, 41. Her moth-
er, Margarita, 34, was also
in the vehicle.

The GMC was east-
bound on Ky. 84 in Sonora
when, for an unknown rea-
son, it rolled into an inter-
section and into the path of
a northbound Peterbilt
dump truck on U.S. 31W,
Kentucky State Police
said.

The dump truck struck

the GMC’s passenger side.
Gustavo and Margarita
Salinas were taken to Har-
din Memorial Hospital in
Elizabethtown with minor
injuries, police said. Ruby
Salinas was also taken to
Hardin Memorial, with
critical injuries, but later
was flown to Kosair.

All three were wearing
seat belts, police said.

The driver of the dump
truck, Marion Enlow, 58,
of Elizabethtown, was also
taken to Hardin Memorial
with minor injuries.

Crash injuries kill Louisville girl, 10
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A Louisville Metro Po-
lice officer was arrested
Tuesday after police said
he was involved in a do-
mestic dispute with a
woman last week.

Bernard Ash, 40, of the
7000 block of Cattail Court
in southeast Jefferson
County, was charged with
wanton endangerment,
terroristic threatening,
fourth-degree assault and
criminal mischief after he
allegedly punched the
woman several times and
grabbed and twisted her
arm, according to an ar-
rest warrant.

Ash, a 7th Division offi-
cer who has been with the

depart-
ment
since May
1998,
pointed a
gun at the
woman
and at
himself in
an earlier
incident, according to the
warrant.

He has been placed on
paid administrative leave,
said Alicia Smiley, a police
spokeswoman.

The relationship be-
tween Ash and the woman,
who was not identified in
court documents, was un-
clear, Smiley said, but it is
being investigated as a do-
mestic incident.

The warrant said Ash

went to the woman’s condo
on Friday “wanting to
talk” and the two went for
a drive in the woman’s
van. The warrant said Ash
punched the woman twice
in the face while she was
driving and later twisted
her arm.

After returning to the
woman’s home, Ash
grabbed her by her pony-
tail in the parking lot and
then struck her several
times in the back of the
head, according to the
warrant. It said Ash also
threatened to break her
arm. The woman suffered
injuries to her head and
arm and soreness on her
scalp, the warrant said.

Ash is scheduled to be
arraigned today.

Metro officer is charged with assault
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