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It’s Leap Day, which means
this should be no ordinary col-
umn.

You think making a big free
throw is pressure? I get one

crack at a Leap
Day column ev-
ery four years.

If this stinks
(and let’s face it,
there’s a decent
chance of that, ac-
cording to ESPN
Bracketologist
Joe Lunardi), I’ve
got to live with it
till 2016 — or long-
er. Maybe it’ll be

Rick Bozich’s turn to write on the
next Leap Day. I had to jailbreak
his iPhone just to keep him on the
bench for this one.

So today, let’s leap from one
subject to another:

» My Leap Day story four
years ago was about a University
of Louisville basketball victory
over Notre Dame in Freedom
Hall in which the Cardinals were
up by 17 late, then had to hang on
because of turnovers, free-throw
shooting and five Irish 3-pointers
in the final 90 seconds. Still, the
first half of that game, and a later
win over Tennessee in the
Sweet 16, were among the most
picturesque displays of offense
I’ve seen from any Rick Pitino
team at U of L.

I’ll go even further. That team,
which fell to North Carolina in
Charlotte in the 2008 Elite Eight,
was what I consider Pitino’s best
U of L team. I know the next sea-
son’s team won the toughest Big
East in years and was the No. 1
overall seed, but I still think the
bunch with David Padgett facili-
tating the offense from the mid-
dle, Terrence Williams and Earl
Clark on the wings and guards
Andre McGee, Edgar Sosa, Jerry
Smith and Preston Knowles was
the most talented.

The way that team was play-
ing at the end, had it been playing
anywhere but against North Car-
olina in North Carolina, it
would’ve gone to the Final Four.

» Take a look at the last polls
in February a year ago. Eventual
champion Connecticut was
No. 16 in both polls. The Univer-
sity of Kentucky was No. 20 in
The Associated Press poll and
No. 23 in the coaches’ poll. The
other two eventual Final Four
participants, Butler and Virginia
Commonwealth, weren’t even re-
ceiving votes.

In fact, of the 16 teams in the
Elite Eight, only four were in the
top 16 in the final poll of Febru-
ary, and only one was in the top12.

Now, I don’t think this year is
the same. It looks, statistically
and otherwise, like the No. 1 and
No. 2 seeds will be stronger than
they were a year ago, and seeds
3-5 weaker.

But if March Madness re-
minds us of anything, it’s that
what guys like me (or any num-
ber of pundits) predict really
isn’t worth much.

» One of several exceptions
to that punditry rule is Pete Tier-
nan, publisher of
bracketscience.com. He doesn’t
tell you who is going to be in the
field but specializes in evaluating
what happens once the teams are
there.

In the past 10 years every
champion, according to Teirnan,
has met all of the following crite-
ria:

Earned a top-three seed, came
from a BCS conference, led by a
coach with at least five tourney
trips and one Elite Eight, either
went to the NCAA the previous
year or had a current All-Amer-
ican, averaged 73-plus points a
game, gave up fewer than 73 a
game, had a scoring margin of at
least seven points a game and
played a schedule ranked among
the top 75 in the country.

Teirnan says only seven teams
currently meet all those criteria:
UK, Syracuse, Kansas, Duke,
North Carolina, Ohio State and
Florida.

You pick against one of those,
it’s a leap of faith.

Reach Eric Crawford at (502) 582-
4372 or ecrawford@courier-jour-
nal.com. Comment on this column or
read his blog and past columns at
www.courier-journal.com/crawford

A leap of
faith on
Leap Day

Eric
Crawford

U
niversity of Louisville coach Rick Pitino added Kyle Kuric’s
name to a very short list that includes only Billy Donovan as
the players he’s gotten on the least during his coaching ten-
ure. That’s about to change as the No.18 Cardinals (22-7,10-6
Big East) make a final push for NCAA Tournament seeding

and a bit of postseason redemption after early exits the past two seasons.
Tonight against South Flor-

ida (18-11, 11-5) Kuric, Chris
Smith and Jared Swopshire
will suit up for their final time
as Cards in the KFC Yum!
Center. U of L is having a
“Red out” promotion and
plans to honor the trio before
the game.

Pitino, who said Kuric is
“too nice a guy to get on,”
plans to push Kuric harder
during the game. Though he
leads the team at 13.1 points
per game, Pitino wants him to
do more. That means flying to
the boards to improve on his
4.7 rebounds per game or be-
ing more active to improve
his 1.3 steals per game.

“I told him from this point
on — and it has nothing to do
with it being senior night — I
want you to do more things on
the basketball court, at least

attempt them,” Pitino said. “I
want you playing better de-
fense. I want you trying to get
down the floor and dunk the
basketball. I want you to grab
offensive rebounds. I want
you to do more things than
scoring and said I’m going to
be on you.”

The 6-foot-4 Kuric missed
two games with an ankle
sprain, and when he returned
he didn’t start but scored 21as
a reserve. But recently Pitino
has gotten Kuric’s attention
by benching him twice to start
the second hal.

For some seniors playing
out their final games, this
would cause problems. Kuric
doesn’t mind the criticism —
he knows he can perform up
to those expectations.

As Kuric’s U of L career wraps up, Pitino says
he’ll push him hard to accomplish more

Though senior Kyle Kuric leads U of L in scoring going into tonight’s home finale, coach Rick Pitino
told him, “From this point on ... I want you to do more things on the basketball court.” THE C-J
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USF AT LOUISVILLE
When: 7 p.m. today
Where: KFC Yum! Center
TV: WHAS-11

KURIC YEAR-BY-YEAR

Cl. Min Pts Rb Ast FG 3FG

Fr. 5.5 1.6 0.9 0.2 52.6 45.5

So. 13.9 4.0 2.5 0.4 45.7 36.0

Jr. 28.1 10.8 3.9 1.2 51.4 44.9

Sr. 36.4 13.1 4.7 1.3 43.6 35.8

CAREER HIGHS
Points: 28 vs Notre Dame (2/9/11)
Reb: 10 vs Notre Dame (1/17/12)
Ast: 4 Syracuse (2/12/11)
Blocks: 3 Ohio (11/25/11)
3FGM: 7 vs Morgan State (12/27/10)
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BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — All
No. 18 Indiana wanted to do after
Tuesday night’s big victory was
get back to work.

Heck, the Hoosiers didn’t
even see their 70-55 victory over
No. 5 Michigan State as a mile-
stone achievement.

Cody Zeller scored 18 points,
Victor Oladipo had 13 and Chris-
tian Watford finished with 10

points and a career-high 14 re-
bounds to lead the Hoosiers to
their third win over a top-five
team this season.

“When we beat top teams like
that we’re nasty, we’re scrappy,
we’re fighting,” said senior Ver-
dell Jones, who had 12 points.
“But we haven’t accomplished
anything yet.”

Nothing?
Indiana (23-7, 10-7) had al-

ready become the first Big Ten
school to upset the nation’s No. 1
and No. 2 teams in the same sea-
son since1952-53.

It had already given Tom
Crean his first 20-win season

since leaving Marquette four
years ago.

Last week, Indiana completed
its first undefeated nonconfer-
ence season since1989-90.

The latest victory ended the
Hoosiers’ longest losingstreakin
the Michigan State series (six)
while preventing the Spartans
from clinching an outright
league crown on their home
court.

Plus, they became the first
Hoosiers team to beat three top-
five teams in the regular season.
Therecordshavebeenkeptsince

NO. 18 INDIANA 70, NO. 5 MICHIGAN ST. 55

Hoosiers forward Cody Zeller
dunks against Michigan State on
his way to scoring 18 points.
MICHAEL CONROY/AP

Hustling Hoosiers
topple another giant
IU accomplishes
rare trifecta
By Michael Marot
Associated Press

See HOOSIERS, Page C5

SEYMOUR, Ind. — When New
Albany junior guard Jermaine
Parrish saw his first shot swish
Tuesday night, it was the omen he
— and his basketball team —
needed. Good things were on the
way.

From his first jumper to his
last free throw, Parrish was per-
colating, and nothing Floyd Cen-
tral did could cool him. He ex-
ploded for a career-high 31 points
and powered New Albany to a 67-
57 victory in the opening game of
a Class 4-A sectional.

The Bulldogs (14-7) advanced
to meet Bedford North Lawrence
(11-9) in the first semifinal at
6 p.m. Friday. No. 2 Jefferson-
ville (18-4) eased past Seymour
73-46 in the second game and will
face Jennings County (11-11) in
the second semifinal.

The championship game is set
for 7:30 p.m. Saturday.

» New Albany 67, Floyd Cen-
tral 57: Parrish was the Bulldogs’
first-half offense, scoring 20 as
they bulled to a 30-16 lead. He got
late help from A.J. Schmidt, who
had 16 of his 19 in the second half
and hit two dagger jumpers to
start the fourth quarter.

But Parrish’s start was crucial
for the defending sectional
champs. He hit jump shots, pene-
trated for layups and single-
handedly scored while his team-
mates struggled.

“He did such a nice job,” New
Albany coach Jim Shannon said.
“He had his game going all the
way around.”

Parrish used a 15-footer as his
kick-starter and took off. He was
7 of 11 from the field, and his
early offense kept the Highland-
ers (10-13) from establishing con-

CLASS 4-A SECTIONAL
AT SEYMOUR

Parrish
boosts
Bulldogs
to semis
Jeff makes quick
work of the Owls
By Justin Sokeland
jsokeland@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Jermaine Parrish (white jersey),
who scored a career-high 31
points for New Albany, fights for
the ball with Nick Bomersbach.
JOHN SOMMERS II/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

See SECTIONAL, Page C5
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