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While St. Mary followed the “Built of Living Stone:
Art, Architecture and Worship” guidelines of the Na-
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops, the church fam-
ily was very involved in the church’s design.

“This is really a vision of the entire parish,” said
Byrne.

“We had focus groups. We had surveys and open
meetings where people could ask questions. They got
ownership. By getting people excited, it helped us meet
the mission of our parish, to spread God’s word and
reach out to the community.”

» COVER PHOTO: Corey Miller aligns pews in the
sanctuary.

meals and other events.
Byrne and Merkel recalled the groundbreaking cere-

mony for the sanctuary with reverence.
They said a storm approached and surrounded the

area, dropping rain all around, but not on them. “Father
forgot the holy water,” said Byrne. “When he got to the
point where he needed it, there was a sprinkle for about
10 seconds, then it stopped. It was incredibly moving.”

In the more than 100 years since its dedication, the
church’s old 350-seat building has witnessed countless
weddings, funerals and Masses. It will become the
church’s chapel.

The parish is older than either church. It was estab-
lished in1823 and is the oldest in the Archdiocese of Indi-

anapolis.
The current pastor, the Rev. Mike Hilderbrand, said

he imagines the church founders would be amazed at
what has grown out of their log cabin worship services.

“Literally, they couldn’t have envisioned this,” he
said. “Floyds Knobs really grew as people fled New Al-
bany because of the swamps. There was malaria down
there.”

Born and raised in Louisville, Byrne learned15 years
ago that he was related to one of the charter families of
St. Mary of the Knobs. “My great, great grandfather
Thomas Piers donated the original property to the
church,’ he said. “For some reason the Lord wanted me
over here.”

Workers are busy finishing up inside the sanctuary.

The Geis Activity Center at the church has two
basketball courts and a walking track.

Tom Basler aligns pews in the sanctuary.

Larry Mattingly, left, and Wayne Hites finish laying tile behind the altar.


