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Pat Adams thinks inspections the
Bardstown Fire Department is doing
at local businesses are a good idea.

“They are very well needed. It
wouldn’t hurt to have them twice a
year,” she said, laughing with fire-
fighter Billy Mattingly, who serves as
the life safety inspector for the fire
department.

The inspections are only once a
year, Mattingly said. But they are
intended to be a help rather than a
burden for local businesses.

Adams, who opened her restau-
rant, Pat’s Place, in Downtown
Bardstown in June 2010, understands
the advantage of knowing your busi-
ness is safe. Just recently a small
grease fire broke out in the kitchen.
Though things were quickly under
control, it could have easily gotten
out of hand, Adams said.

The inspections are designed to
help point out possible fire hazards in
local businesses and give tips on how
prevent accidents from happening.
They also give local fire department
personnel a look at the business and
what they might be up against if a
fire does happen. The inspections
aren’t new for the fire department but
computer software purchased in
December is making Mattingly’s job
a little easier and more efficient.

The software allows Mattingly to
get his inspections organized and
sends reminders when inspections
are due. Elizabethtown uses similar
software and increased its efficiency
from 65 percent to 100 percent once
implemented, Mattingly said.

With the help of a portable tablet,
Mattingly can use the software to
electronically check off his inspec-
tion points. If a critical violation is
noted, the software signals an imme-
diate failure. The reason for the fail-

ure is viewable on the screen for the
business owner. A copy can then be
printed for the owner and a 30-day
window is given for the problem to
be corrected. At the end of that 30-
day period, a reminder will be sent to
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Safety First
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Bardstown-Nelson County Fire Department life safety inspector Billy Mattingly speaks with Pat’s Place owner
Pat Adams about fire extinguisher during an inspection Friday. Every business in Bardstown will face an inspec-
tion this year.

Inspections help prevent fires at Bardstown businesses

Knox Boxes help firefighters get
inside businesses without having to
break a door or window. The master
key for the boxes are locked in the
fire department’s trucks and can
only be released by a code.

Event raises funds
for Habitat for
Humanity build
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The My New Kentucky
Home Habitat for Humanity
will host its annual Tasting
Bash March 15 at My Old

Kentucky Home State Park’s
great hall 5:30 p.m.-7p.m.

There will be door prizes
and raffle items donated
from local businesses along
with the Nelson County
Vocational School’s hand-
made cutting boards, wood-
en bowls and corn hole sets.
Gift bags and door prizes
will also be given away. 

The fundraiser will fea-
ture food provided by local
churches with a variety of

desserts, soups, sandwiches
and enough other culinary
creations to call it supper. 

Proceeds will go toward
the construction of a home
built this year in Marion
County. These funds allow
the organization to rotate the
construction of a home in
each of the three counties the
organization covers —
Nelson, Marion and
Washington. Volunteers con-
struct the home for free. 

My New Kentucky Home
Habitat for Humanity helps
fund the building of one
house per year. Last year
more than 350 people partic-
ipated. 

Tickets can be bought in
advance at any Town &
Country bank for $10 or $15
at the door. 

For more information call
(502) 348-3911.

Tasting Bash set for Thursday
See FIRE, page A12

BRAD BOWMAN
bbowman@lcni.com

Patrons of the New
Haven Library can expect
the new location to open by
late April. Challenges pre-
sented by the construction
have caused a delay in the
grand opening and inadver-
tently gone slightly over
budget.

Librarian Director
Sharon Shanks reported to
the library board Thursday
the unforeseen expenses
resulted from complica-
tions in the construction of
the parking lot for the New
Haven Library. Initially bid
at  $990,000, the library is
currently over by
$20,534.84.

“With grading the park-
ing lot, we have had two

runs where we had to
address the subgrade. …
We don’t want our parking
lot to sink,” Shanks said.

“Change orders are a fact
of construction,” according
to library board president
Valerie Downs. “The
removal of a large tree
helped raise costs as well. I
don’t think it is too far off.”

In other news:
• The main branch

library will be closed April
12 so library employees
may attend the 2012
Kentucky Public Library
Association Spring
Conference. This will be a
professional development
day for library personnel
and help supplement the
training requirements each

New Haven Library
to open by late April

See LIBRARY, page A18
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When the Nelson
County Chapter of the
American Red Cross start-
ed its “Be a Hero” grass-
roots fundraising campaign
it set its goal at $15,000. As
of today, it has leaped over
the goal with a single
bound as if it had a
fundraising arsenal of
superheroes. 

Nelson County Red
Cross executive director
Susan Hardin credits
Bardstown City Schools
for exceeding the goal.

“The schools took on

$3,300 worth of the goal
with their collections,”
Hardin said. “Today our
total from fundraising is
$27,000.”

The preschool collected
$1,000 in pennies, the mid-
dle school collected $400
during a basketball game
and Bardstown High
school had four clubs chal-
lenge each other and collect
more than $1,000.

Twenty-five percent of
donations were less than
$50. With a $10 buy-in,
Loretto hosted a Texas
Hold’em tournament that

See RED CROSS, page A18

Red Cross far exceeds
fundraising goal

STAFF REPORT

A Bardstown man sus-
pected in at least a dozen
local burglaries was indict-
ed March 7 by a Nelson
grand jury.

William Kevin Ballard,
46, was indicted on 11
counts of third-degree bur-
glary and one count of theft
by unlawful taking under
$500.

According to the indict-
ment, sometime between
Jan. 1, 2012, and Feb. 6,
2012, Ballard allegedly
entered the garages at 11

residences
and stole a
ladder at a
12th loca-
tion.

Ballard’s
a l l e g e d
a c t i o n s
have led
police to
dub him
“The Lawn Mower
Bandit.” Police have said
Ballard could be responsi-
ble for at least 20 burgla-
ries in and around

‘Lawn Mower Bandit’
indicted on a dozen charges

See INDICT, page A18
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