
C M Y K C M Y K

FR ANKFORT, KENTUCK Y   ■    50c   ■    STATE-JOURNAL .COM 

FHS’ JACKSON ONE OF STATE’S TOP REBOUNDERS
Tonight: Snow
WEATHER     A8

 SPORTS      B1

Protesters dance around the issue
Skit points out partnership 
between big coal, legislators

Program gets students through high school in 2 years
It’s in its trial stage in schools around the country, but so far, the idea seems to inspire students to work harder

Placement agents may have to register as lobbyists
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A group of Franklin County 
freshmen are hard at work this 
year seeking a unique reward: 
the chance to graduate high 
school in half the time it will take 
their peers.

About 50 teens from Franklin 
County and Western Hills High 
schools have joined a national 
pilot program called Excellence 
for All in hopes of earning a di-
ploma in just two years.

Kids who successfully fi nish 

the intense program can leave 
high school early and go on to 
trade school, community college 
or one of Kentucky’s four-year 
comprehensive universities, like 
Kentucky State University.

But most – if not all – say they 
plan to stay at high school to fo-
cus on their interests, enroll at 
the Career and Technology Cen-
ter or earn college credit through 
advanced classes or local univer-
sities. 

They will take year-end exams 
in English, world history, biology 
and up to two math classes, and 

they must pass to move on in the 
program. If they don’t, teachers 
will offer additional help and let 
them try again.

“This curriculum is more rig-
orous than a normal classroom 
would be because these students 
have to meet certain standards 
on the test to be able to proceed 
with the program,” said Carrie 
Williams, an English teacher at 
FCHS.

“There are some accelerat-
ed kids, so they are used to the 

Western Hills stu-
dents Drew Dear-

born and Dove 
DeNigris work on 

a classroom as-
signment Wednes-

day afternoon. 
They are in the 

Excellence For All 
pilot program.
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See EXCELLENCE, A8
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A bill that would make 
placement agents – finan-
cial middlemen who help 
locate investors for invest-
ment funds – register as 
lobbyists has unanimously 
cleared a House panel.

The U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission is 
conducting an informal in-
quiry on the use of place-

ment agents in investments 
by the Kentucky Retirement 
Systems. The SEC may ban 
such agents after their use 
led to “pay for play” scan-
dals in other state pension 
systems like New York and 
California.

KRS Interim Executive 
Director William Thielen 
told the House State Gov-
ernment Committee meet-
ing Thursday that he sup-
ports having placement 
agents register as lobbyists.

“That was a recommen-
dation by the state auditor 

in the audit report that they 
issued as a result of their 
comprehensive audit of 
KRS,” Thielen said after the 
meeting. “Our board sup-
ported that like all the other 
recommendations.”

Former Auditor of Public 
Accounts Crit Luallen found 
an increase in KRS’s use of 
placement agents between 
2007 and 2009, reaching 
$11.6 million. 

One agent in particular, 
Glen Sergeon of New York, 
had a prior working relation-
ship with Adam Tosh, KRS’s 

chief investment offi cer at 
the time, and fi rms associ-
ated with Sergeon collect-
ed nearly $6 million in fees 
from KRS investments, the 
audit found.

The audit, released in 
June 2011, found no evi-
dence of a “pay to play” 
scheme here, but Luallen 
said auditors found “several 
troubling aspects regard-
ing the use of placement 
agents.” She forwarded the 
audit to the SEC, which has 
the authority to determine 
whether further investiga-

tion into KRS’s use of place-
ment agents is needed.

Tosh resigned in 2010 af-
ter internal auditors ques-
tioned him on Sergeon’s 
millions in agent fees.

One of Sergeon’s invest-
ments was Arrowhawk Du-
rable Alpha LLC of Darien, 
Conn. KRS origina l ly 
planned to invest $200 mil-
lion in the hedge fund but 
later capped the amount at 
$100 million. 

Arrowhawk announced 
its closure in December, 

See AGENTS, A7
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A Frankfort man has been charged 
with second-degree assault after an argu-
ment ended in a stab-
bing early Thursday 
morning, according to 
Frankfort Police. 

Police say 24-year-
old William Barker 
stabbed Donte Wake-
fi eld, 40, of Frankfort, 
in the hip – sending 
Wakefi eld to Frankfort 
Regional Medical Cen-
ter where he was treat-
ed and released, Maj. 
Fred Deaton says. Barker was also treated 
and released from the hospital.

The altercation took place around 1:30 
a.m. Thursday in the street near The Brick 
Alley, 325 St. Clair St., he said.
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Frankfort Police say a local teen drove 
a stolen vehicle into a rock wall while un-
der the infl uence of alcohol Wednesday 
morning. 

Eighteen-year-old Erica Tracy allegedly 
ran over a curb, struck a sign and crashed 
into a rock wall in front of a residence on 
West Second Street after she lost control 
of a 1998 Buick Century around 2 a.m. 
Wednesday.

Later, police discovered the vehicle was 
reported stolen by owner Bobbie Moore, 
47. Moore’s daughter, Nicole, parked the 
car outside Bonnie’s Place, 900 Louisville 
Road, and went inside, Maj. Fred Deaton 
said. Nicole Moore said when she came 
out several minutes later, the car was 
gone.

Police charged Tracy with operating a 
motor vehicle under the infl uence of alco-
hol and receiving stolen property.

Tracy was treated at Frankfort Region-
al Medical Center after the incident. 

William Barker

18-year-old 
charged 
with stealing, 
wrecking car
Police say alcohol a factor

Argument ends 
with stabbing
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Connie Lemley holds up a sign in the Capitol Rotunda Thursday as musicians play for dancing protesters.
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Hannah Helm, left, and Mary Zriny square dance and exchange money as 
they protest mountaintop removal Thursday.

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Maybe it was fun and games 
at the Capitol for the latest “Sit-In 
for the Mountains” demonstra-
tion, but the protesters putting 
on a show in the rotunda insisted 
that mountaintop removal is no 
laughing matter.

“We wanted to do something 
that’s creative and fun for us but 
that also illustrated what we be-
lieve is happening,” Chris Schim-
moeller, one of the organizers of 
Thursday’s protest, told The State 

Journal. 
“We were trying to portray the 

cozy relationship between big 
coal and the legislators … and the 
exchange of money that blinds 
legislators to the other concerns 
of Kentucky.”

The protest was a half-hour 
long skit that featured several 
characters – legislators, execu-
tives from the coal industries 
and residents affected by moun-
taintop removal. 

The skit was punctuated with 

See PROTEST, A7

Bill clears House 
panel unanimously


