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misjloner Maurice A. Harmon has
asked all county judges and juven-
ile judges In the
to help the crowded
conditions In the
reception center for delinquent
youth.

Pointing out that the present
population .of the reception cent-
er (136) represents an overload
of nearly lOOper cent, Harmon's
letter to judges stated, "The
length of stay In the reception
center Is already less than what
It should be, in that It is neces-
sary for the reception center to
transfer most of the children and
youth to our other facilities as
soon as possible.
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"But meanwhile, all our other
Institutions which care for delin-
quent children are filled to the
gunwales and are unable to re-

ceive new children at a rate fast
enough to keep pace with the pre-
sent commitment rate. "

Harmon asked county officials
to extend the use of probation
status to as many juveniles ap-

pearing before the courts as poss-

ible. A statewide reduction in
the number of commitments be-

tween now and the end of the
school year would help, Harmon
said.

"We have on the drawing board
at this time two new facilities for
boys and girls which are planned
for construction this fiscal year.
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it is also expected that, by means
of increased state and federal
funds, additional programs might
be forthcoming during this next
blennium."

Ground breaking ceremonies
are scheduled next month for a
new center near Louisville for de-

linquent girls and a new boys'
camp is being developed in North-
ern Kentucky on the Ohio River.

The Child Welfare Department
also operates the Kentucky Child-
ren Home at Lyndon, for depend-
ent children; Kentucky Village,
a institution near
Lexington for delinquents; and
three other boys' camps at
Gilbertsville, near Lake Cumber-
land, anJnMpgajiCunty1
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The Reception Center, at Lyn'
don, is the first stop for most of
the juveniles committed to the
department by the courts. They
are tested ana screened there to
determine what type of treatment
whould best help the Individual
child.

"This office would not In any
manner attempt to tell your
court how to operate or now to
make your decisions," Harmon
said. "We are most appreciat-
ive of the many problems which
you face and the many decisions
which are necessary for you to
make every day.

"However, we would be most
grateful for your consideration
during this particularly urgent

period."
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Harmon promised the "complete
and wholehearted cooperation"
of Child Welfare Department of-
fices throughout the state to help
county officials with those child-
ren placed on probation.
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