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Mrs. Lona Fields Freed
In Case of Dual Slaying

Mrs. Lona Fields, on trial in
Letcher Circuit Court for the
murder of Willard Hall and
Dave Galloway, was freed by
a jury of Harlan. County men
yesterday (Wednesday). The
verdicts in two separate indict-
ments were not guilty.

Galloway and Hall, Letcher
County deputy sheriffs, were
killed at the Fields home on
Cumberland River the night
of Dec. 20, 1947. Mrs. Fields
had maintained all the time
that she had shot the two men
but was not guilty of murder
by virtue of

others were arrested
in connection with the case.
Leonard Fields, Mrs. Fields'
husband, was given two 21
year sentences, to be served
consecutively, by a Pike Coun-
ty jury last March after a
change of venue- - Willard Col
lier, another defendant, died
a few months ago in a Norton,
Va., hospital before his trial
came up- - The fourth defend
ant, Charley Fields
son of the acquitted woman,
has not been tried yet.

The defense stated that Mrs- -

Fields had done the shooting
to protect her home and child?
ren after the two officers had
come to the Fields place to
collect protection money. Mrs.
Fields stated she had been
selling whiskey and had paid
the officers $50.00 a month not
to molest her.

The Commonwealth con-
tended that the two officers
had gone to the Fields home
to arrest Willard Collier and
were shot down without cause.

The jury deliberated about
forty-fiv- e minutes before re-
turning a verdict. They were
out of the court for about an
hour but during that time they
had supper, since the testimony
closed late in the afternoon.

During the two-da- y trial the
courtroom had been crowded
most of the time but only a
few were on hand when the
verdict was returned, the hour
being so late.

Leonard Fields, who was
convicted for aiding and abet-
ting Mrs. Fields in the crime,
had a petition for a rehearing
and defense lawyers have
strong hopes of securing his
release. One of the defense
lawyers stated this morning
that young Charley Fields, also
one ot the detendants, will
never come to trial, due to the
acquittal of his mother.

New Political
Announcements
We are authorized to

announce
Burl Fultz

As a Democratic Candidate
FOR CONSTABLE

DIST. NO. 3

HARRISON GIBSON
This week filed in the

Letcher County Court for
Magistrate in District Number
three subject to the action of
the Republican party. 2tpd- -

TO THE VOTERS OF
LETCHER COUNTY:

I wish to announce myself
as a candidate for on

to the office of Coroner, sub-
ject to the action of the Demo-
cratic party in the August
primary.

ARCHIE CRAFT.

at the school auditorium
on Monday night April 18th at

Woman and Sons
Released from Jail

Mrs. Amanda Ison and her
three teen-ag- e sons were re-

leased from the county jail
I'riday after being in the
up since Wednesday of la
week on suspicion of murder.
They were held in connection
with --the disappearance of
Mrs. Ison's husband, Herman
Ison, Kingdom Come merch-
ant. iA younger son was re-
ported as saying the mother
and older brothers had slain
the man and buried him in an
unknown spot- -

The family was released
when Jailer John M. Adams
received a telephone call from
Cincinnati from Mr. Ison's
daughter and sonin-la- w, saying
that the Kingdom man
was in the Ohio city buying
merchandise. Jailer Adams
said he didn't talk to Mr. Ison,
however.

While in jail, Mrs. Ison had
insisted that nothing was
wrong and that her husband
had simply gone away for
awhile. Sheriff Herman Combs
stated that the youngest Ison
boy had said the mother and
his brothers killed the
merchant after a family argu-
ment and buried the body in a
shallow .grave, then dug it up
the next night, put it in a box
and moved it somewhere else.

The sheriff's men searched
the hills and creeks around
Kingdom Come last week for
trace of the missing storekeep-
er. A deputy said that none of
the family seemed to be worri
ed over the incident while they
wer in jail.

Grand Jury Report
Letcher Circuit Court,
April Term, 194.

To Honorable S. M. Ward,
Judge Letcher Circuit Court:

We, the Grand Jury, . em-

paneled for the April Term,
1949 of the Letcher Circuit
Court, respectfully report as
follows:

We have been in session six
days, have examined 126
witnesses and returned 65
True Bills, 39 of which are for
felony and 26 for misdemeanor.

We have examined, the
public buildings and find them
to be m reasonable repair and
good' condition as to sanitation- -

All of which is respectfully
submitted.

W. B. lADKENS, Foreman.

Group Meets Today
To Plan Concerts

Miss Joanna Albus, of
Municipal Concerts, will be in
Whitesburg today (Thursday)
to discuss plans for a series
of concerts to be presented
locally under the sponsorship
of the Whitesburg Junior
Chamber of Commerce- - Misr
Albus will meet in the grade
school auditorium with mem
bers of the local Jaycees and
other interested persons- - The
meeting will begin at 7:30
p. m- -

Everyone is invited and
urged to attend this meeting
so that plans may be formulat
ed for the establishment of a
Municipal Concern Association
in Whitesburg. The Municipal
Concert plan has been en-
dorsed by leading music
authorities, Miss Albus states.

It is hnned that n larcrp
Mrs. Millard Tolliver Will attpnrlanop arill V.o nrocont m

present part of her music discuss the project with Miss
class in a piano and vocal 'Albus.
recital

Come

Be sure to read this week's
7:00 o'clock. The public is "Easter Time of Re-vite- d.

Tbttx .births, New Hope-- "

Howdy Neighbor
In making my appeal to you people, of Letcher County for

your support in my election for sheriff again, I wish to thank
you for the support you gave me in 1941 when you gave me
the Democratic nomination for sheriff.

I also am grateful to both the Democrats and the Republi-
cans who gave me their support in the final election, although
I was defeated by 130 votes by Mr. Gilbert Polly,

In my announcement I stated that I would give the people
of Letcher County a new deal. If I am nominated and elected
sheriff that I will do by fair and firm law enforcement. I do
not have a lot of flowery promises to make- - There are set out
inthe Kentucky Statutes the duties of a sheriff and when
such are carried out the people have had such law enforce
ment and protection as is fair between man and man.

If I am elected your sheriff you will be at all times
welcome to cpme in the sheriff's office and talk over sue1
problems as you may have with a friendly bunch of officers
And you will receive the proper consideration.

I hope to see ever voter before the election. While that is
impossible I will see all I can. Thanking you for any help
you may give me.

Your friend,
NEWT STURGILL. (Pol. Adv.)

Funeral Services
Held for Nick Dann

Funeral services were held
Sunday in the Catholic Church
in Jenkins for Nick Daann, 67,
coal mine operator and longr
time earaee-owne- r, who died
Friday night in Jenkins hospi
tal after a lengthy illness.

Mr-- Dann well-know- n in and
around Jenkins, having oper-
ated a filling-statio- n at Mc-

Roberts and one at Payne Gap
for many years. He was one of
the first taxi drivers in the
county.

Besides the widow, Mr-Dan- n

is survived by two sons,
Tony Dann, Payne Gap, and
Carl Dann, Van Lear.

Burial was in the Ramsey
Cemetery near Norton, Va.

Two Jenkins Girls
Winners In Festival

At the Regional Music Fes
tival held at Pikeville College
Friday, April 8, two Jenkins
High School students were en-
tered in .piano solo events.
Rebecca Hale, daughter of the
Rev. and Mrs. J. S. Hale, was
rated Superior and Barbara
Kegan, daughter of Mr- - and
Mrs. Seth Kegan, was rated
Excellent. Both are music pu-
pils of Luke Berlin. Jane Ral-
eigh Lewis of Whitesburg,
also a pupil of Mr. Berlin, was
rated Superior. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Law-
rence Lewis of Whitesburg.

Sue Pendergrass, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Pen-
dergrass, former residents of
McRoberts, was rated Super-
ior. She is a student of Pike- -
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fi Services
At the Church of

V
$ Choice
&j You will want to be a part
S of the crowd who will enjoy $1

? the annual Easter Sunrise s
w

jjS service in Whitesburg next q
a Sunday morning. The First $
V Baptist Church, Whitesburg

Methodist Church and the
$ Graham Memorial Presby- -

terian Church will all be
M sharing in the service. The

Whitesburg School Band un-- v
0 der the direction of Hugh
g Adams and the Girl's Glee
k Club under the direction of $
5i Mrs. Millard ToUlver will f.

provide a part of the musical w

v program, bpeaker for the
5 service this year will be Rev. j

Paul M. htewart. You are ft
cordially invited to attend. ,

The services will be at 6:15 U
; on the school house hill in J

Whitesburg,

ville Academy.

I !

Superior ratings entitle con
testants to play at the State
Music Festival to be held at
the University of Kentucky,
Lexington, May 12-1- 4.

High schools taking part in
the regional eyent were Pike-
ville Academy, Prestonsburg,
Paintsville, Pikeville High
Belfry, Whitesburg, and

In this issue you will find
two full page ads for Jackson
House Furnishing Comoanv
advertising their big Spring
Sale which starts Saturday
morning, April 16th.

Tax Commissioners
Must Stay On Job
According To Bill

In discussing the assess-- 1

ment bill recently passed by
the special session of the Ken- -

j Man Dies
tucKy uenerai AssemDiy,
Commissioner of Revenue H.
Clyde Reeves recently stated
that the official title for offi-
cials formerly called County
Assessors will be in the future
County Tax Commissioners.

Mr. Reeves said that begin-
ning in 1950 the lowest salary
that a County Tax Commis
sioner in any county will draw
will be $200 a month. This; father of seven small daugh
ranges up io me constitutional ters- -

limit $5,000 annually, de-- At first it was not thought
pending on the value of ( that Johnson was fatally

rproperty the county. He jured and his death was un- -

will also .be provided witn expected,
deputies when required.

The new law also requires
the fiscal court in each county
to provide the County Tax
Commissioner with a suitable
office, furniture and equip
ment- - He is also one county
official must pass an ex-

amination before he is eligible
to even get his name on the
ballot in a primary or general
election to run for the office.

The bill also provides that
"Each County Tax Commis
sioner shall assess at its fair
cash value all property which
it is his duty to assess-- " And
"The property of one person
shall not be assessed wilfully
or intentionally at a lower or
higher relative value than the
same class of property of an-

other, and a grossly discrim-
inatory valuation shall --be con-
strued as an intentional dis-

crimination." He is required
to make a diligent effort to
locate, identify and assess
property. He must also en
gage in official duties at least
five days per week during
regular working hours.

Hung Jury-- Released
In Hit-Ru- n Trial
Of Jordon Neice

A Letcher Circuit Court
jury reported Saturday, April
9, that it was hopelessly dead-
locked on the case of Jordan
Niece, about 30, accused of

and the mem-
bers were released.

The retrial will be docketed
for the next court term. Niece
is accused the hit-ru-n death
of 13 old- year - Jimmy
Flinchum, near the boy's
home at Mayking last October.
The boy was struck down by
an automobile while pushing
his bicycle and carrying a
pumpkin intended for a Hallo- -
we en Jack-O-lanter- n.

Police officers said the boy
was eight feet off the pave-
ment when hit. His father,
Curtis Flinchum, is a lumber-
man. The courtroom was
crowded for the trial, which
began Friday morning before
Circuit Judge Sam M. Ward- -

Neice testifying in his own
defense, admitted it was his1

car that had been wrecked at
the scene of young Flinchum's
death, but denied he had hit
the boy.

Rotary Club Elects
Officers At

The Whitesburg Rotary Club
elected officers at their last
regular meeting at Mother
Craft's on Tuesday. Those
elected! were:

President Kermit Combs
Vice-Pre- s- Herman Hale
Secretary Oscar Lewis
Treasurer Arthur Dixon
Directors Otis Mohn and

Millard Tolliver.
The officers recently elected

will take charge July 1st.

On the inside pages appear
two full page ads for Reedy's
Plumbing & Heating Company.

Two Letcher Men Arrested In
Perry Liquor Store Raid

McRoberts

manslaughter

Meeting

Of Mine Injuries
Funeral services were held

Monday, April 11, for Lester
Johnson, 32, of McRoberts, who
died Saturday in Sharon
Heights Hospital at Jenkins
from injuries received in a
slate fall in Consolidation Coal
Company's (Ky.) mine No.
204 at McRoberts. He was the

of
assess in-e- d

in

who

in

Baptist ministers officiated
in the funeral services. Burial
was in the Johnson family
cemetery. Besides the seven
daughters, the widow and Mr.
Johnson's father, G. B. John-
son of Neon, survive.

Funeral Rites Held for
Elder Hawk Hall

Funeral services were held
last week at Mill Creek, Ky.,
for Elder Hawk Hall. "82. He
had been a Baptist elder for
nearly 40 years.

Elder Hall was widelv
widely known over Eastern
Kentucky and had preached
in many mountain churches.
Baptist ministers, led by Elder
W. S- - Tolliver. officiated in
the rites.

Burial was in the old' Hall
family cemetery on the head)

F rt n. -vl .reaver ureeK. aider Hall
left a family of 10 children and
a large number of other de
scendants.

Local Man Invited
To Appear On Air

Roy Uilley, owner of the
Farmers Supply Companv and
a dealer for Ralston - Purina,
nas just received a special in-

vitation to appear on Ralston- -
Purina's program on the Grand
Ole Opry. WSM. Nashville
Saturday, April 16, from 8:00
to 8:30. He will make a report
on Beautina, his calf, which
has been on display for the
past ten weeks at the Farmers
Supply Company.

Mr. Gilley will be accom
panied by his son, Henry Dar
ren, and daughter, Barbara
Sue. It will be his first trip to
tne urand Ule Opry and will
be the children's first trio to
Nashville. They will leave
early Saturday morning and
will drive to Nashville.

Beautina came from the
Isaac Hogg farm at Roxana
and has, in the past few weeks,
gone from 178 pounds to 327
pounds.

New Fire Truck For
Whitesburg Will Be
On Display Monday

Whitesburg will get a new
fire truck and a new fire-fighti-ng

equipment next week. The
new truck, an International,
will arrive Monday, April 18,
at noon and will be on display
in front of the Bank of Whites
burg.

The truck and equipment,
including 1000 feet of new fire
hose, cost approximately $8500,
part of which was made up by
contributions. The truck was
bought locally and the equip-
ment was installed by the
Howe Fire Apparatus Com-
pany of Anderson, Ind- -

Those contributing toward
the purchase of the new truck
and equipment were the fol
lowing: Kyva Motor Company,
wnitesDurg, $suu.U0; Whites-
burg Lions Club, $500.00; and
the South-Eas-t Coal Company,
$500.00.

Two Letcher County men
and three others were arrested
in a raid by federal agents on a
Cornettsville liquor store
Saturday, according to the
Hazard Daily Herald. Those
arrested were Sam Bates and
James Jackson of Letcher
County, and Charles Robinson
of Pike County, and' Curtis and
Gene Griffith of Cornetts-
ville.

In the raid 250 cases of
whiskey and wine and between
500 and 600 cases of beer were
confiscated. The two Griffith
men were operators of the
store and Jackson and Robin-
son were drivers of a truck
seized in the raid. Bates is said
to hold the title of the truck.

Charges placed against the
men were conspiring to violate
a ieaeral law and sellin? nf
liquor in wholesale quantities
at a retail establishment. All
five appeared before U. S.
Commissioner S- - J. Cockrell
Saturday and were placed'
unaer Dona until a prelimin-
ary hearing in the Perry
County courthouse Friday,
April 22. Bates and Curtis
Griffith were placed under
$1,000 bond each and the
others were under $500 bond
each.

Jackson, Robinson and the
two Griffith boys were placed
under arrest at the scene of
the raid and were taken tn the
home of Hollis B- - Gibson,
internal revenue investigator
from where they telephoned
Bates to post bond1. Bates was
placed under arrest when he
walked in the home. He had
$5,000 cash on him to post the
bonds at that time, .according
to the federal agents.

Whitesburg, Jenkins
Get Top Ratings In
Regional Music Meet

Whitesburg and Jenkin
high schools had winners in
the competitive events at thP
Regional Music Festival at
Pikeville College on Friday
and Saturday. Entries rating
Superior will go to the Stat
Music Festival at the Univers-
ity of Kentucky, May 12-1- 4

and 19-2- 0- Where no Super
ior is given, the two entries
rating Excellent go to the state
meet. All choruses and bands,
regardless of rating, are eligi-
ble for the state contest.

The Whitesburg winners
were as follows: Girls Chorus
(Superior); Boys Chorus (Ex-
cellent) ; Mixed' Chorus (Ex-
cellent); Piano Solo, Jane
Raleigh Lewis (Superior) ;
Girls Trio, --No- 1 (Superior).
The Junior School Mixed
Chorus was rated Excellent.
but will not go to the state
meet because such groups are
not contesting there this year.
xne wnitesburg music teach-
ers are Mrs. Millard Tolliver
and Hugh Adams.

The Jenkins winners were
as follows: Girls Chorus (Ex-
cellent); Piano Solo. Rebecca
Hale (Superior) : Madrigal
Group (Excellent). Superin-
tendent C. V. Snapp directs
the choral work and Paul
Lyon has charge of the Jenkins
band.

The climax of the two-da- y

meet came Saturday evening
with the concert by the All-Festiv- al

Band and program by
the All-Festi- Chorus, both
directed by James E. Van
Peursen, head of the music
department of Eastern Ken-
tucky Teachers College- - The
arrangements for the festival
were made bv Forrest E- - Al-
bert of the Pikeville College
Music Department.


