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N
orth Caroli-
na has Duke. 
Ka nsas has 
Missouri. Indi-

ana has Purdue.
And it’s been that way for 

decades – same conference 
(at least at the time), close 
proximity, yearly clashes.

And then there’s Ken-
tucky and Louisville.

How do you explain a ri-
valry that’s existed for years 
when for years the two 
teams never met? 

It’s something you can’t 
explain to people outside the 
commonwealth. It’s some-
thing newcomers to the 
commonwealth have a hard 
time understanding.

My father grew up in 

the Midwest and gradu-
ated from the University of 
Iowa. He knew something 
about rivalries, having been 
around the Big Ten most of 
his life.

But he was quick to tell 
family members the UK-
U of L rivalry was something 
completely different.

“You’ve never seen any-

Kentucky coach John 
Calipari talks to report-
ers during a news con-
ference in New Orleans 
Thursday. Kentucky will 
play Louisville in the 
Final Four on Saturday. 
(AP/Gerald Herbert)

Kentucky and Louisville met for the first time in 
24 years on March 27, 1983 in the Elite Eight in 
Knoxville, Tenn. The Cardinals won 80-68 in a 
game so exciting it reignited a rivalry. (AP File)

A Rivalry to end all rivalries
Though one of the fiercest rivalries in sports, teams met rarely if ever early on

AP/JAMES CriSP, FiLE

Kentucky’s Marquis Teague shoots under pressure from Louisville’s Gorgui Dieng during the 
second half in Lexington Dec. 31. Kentucky and Louisville’s annual game had to be bartered by the 
governor to even begin. it’s usually about bragging rights, but not this year. 

thing like this,” he would tell 
them. “It’s unbelievable.”

It’s also intense, heated, 
all-consuming…pick an ad-
jective, it’ll probably fit.

And now what I consider 
the biggest rivalry in college 
basketball will take its place 
on the biggest stage in col-
lege basketball – the Final 
Four.

Finally.
Thirty-seven years ago 

it looked as if the Cats and 
Cards would go one better, 
meeting in the 1975 national 
championship game.

Kentucky defeated Syra-
cuse in the Final Four, and 
Louisville faced UCLA. 

U of L lost to UCLA by 
one point in overtime, John 
Wooden announced his re-
tirement at the end of the 
game, and the Wildcats 
turned out to be the final 
victims of the Hall of Fame 
coach.

Louisville and Kentucky 
have met four times in the 
NCAA Tournament and fit-
tingly enough have split the 
games 2-2.
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Win or Lose, you can always cash in at:
Wooldridge Jewelers

“Your Hometown Jeweler”
We Guarantee to pay top dollar for your old, broken, used & unwanted gold, silver and platinum jewelry in CA$H!

687 E. Main St.,  Frankfort, Ky. - 502- 223-6967


