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INDEX WHO WE ARE: Chris McGhee, 31, Hopkinsville
Chris McGhee went to

Christian County High School
and has been in lawn care for
three years.
He is married with two chil-

dren. His daughter, Helayna,
is 6 and his son, Clayton, is 3. 
McGhee likes to take his

children to the park and play
games with them. His dream
job would be to be a profes-
sional wrestler. He watches
wrestling every Monday 
and Friday. He likes cage

fighting too.
During

the winter,
his off sea-
son, he gets
another job.
His chil-

dren like
Wal-Mart
and McDonald’s. His daugh-
ter likes to play soccer. 
His son is “an all-around

guy” but a bit young for
sports. 

“He’s my little monkey,”
McGhee said.
McGhee likes to take his

wife, Amanda, to restaurants
and the movies. Sometimes
they go to Clarksville, Tenn.,
or Nashville, Tenn. 
“She loves the mall in

Clarksville,” he said.

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

Celebration set for Saturday
at the community college.
News A3

www.facebook.com/
kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/kentuckynewera
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Local organization
provides screenings 

for preschoolers
LOCAL/STATE A6

BY CARLA JIMENEZ
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

A state bill that would reclassify
the city of  Pembroke from sixth
class to fifth class did not pass the
General Assembly during regular
session.
Rep. Myron Dossett, R-Pem-

broke, and Rep. John Tilley, D-
Hopkinsville, sponsored the
proposal. According to the Ken-
tucky Constitution, a city must
have a population between 1,000
to 2,999 people in order to be con-
sidered fifth class, while a sixth
class city has a population of  999
or less. As of
the 2010 Cen-
sus, the popu-
lation of
Pembroke was
869.
That may

not be accu-
rate though.
Kandie Adkin-
son, the ad-
ministrative
supervisor in
the land office
division for
the Kentucky
Secretary of
State’s office,
said that Pembroke expanded its
city limits in 2009 and that the an-
nexations have increased the
city’s population enough to war-
rant a reclassification. However,
that population growth isn’t re-
flected on the 2010 Census. 
“Prior to the 2010 Census, Pem-

broke made a concerted effort to
show annexation and they did it
in a timely manner,” Adkinson
said.
In order to be reclassified, a city

must petition its representative,
who takes the request and writes
a bill. Afterward, the bill has to be
introduced to the General Assem-
bly, then assigned to a committee.
Adkinson said that the Legisla-
tive Research Commission rec-

PEMBROKE 
RECLASSIFICATION 

BILL FAILS

City stands
to benefit
if switch is
approved

“I would
try again
next year.”

Kandie Adkinson
Official in the Kentucky
Secretary of State’s 
office, on Pembroke 
attempting to become
a fifth-class city n

SEE RECLASSIFICATION, PAGE A7

BY ELI PACE
NEW ERA EDITOR

Samantha Martin, owner
of  Gilyn’s Boutique 2nd
Consignment, wasn’t about
to let a robber run away
with her rent money
Wednesday morning.
Martin said she was help-

ing a customer at the store,
2100-A Fort Campbell Blvd.,
at about
11:30 a.m.
Wednesday
when a “sus-
p i c i o u s ”
man walked
in.
The man

browsed the
shop until
the other
customer left, Martin said.
After the customer left, the
man approached her, and
Martin remembers saying,
“Hi” and asking him if  he
needed any help.

“He said, ‘Yeah you can
help me. You can give me
everything you got or I’m
going to stick you,’” Martin
recalled about an hour after
the alleged robbery. “And
that’s when he put the knife
to my throat.”
Martin said she gave the

man a bank bag and opened
the cash register for him.
After taking about $800, he
left the store, got into a
green GMC Jimmy and
drove off. 
However, that wasn’t the

end of  it for the store owner.
After watching the man,

Jimmy Leon Yokley Jr., 40,
leave, she ran out the door,
jumped into her car and 

Victim tails suspect until arrest

TOM KANE | KENTUCKY NEW ERA 

Samantha Martin chased a robber who stole money at knifepoint from Gilyn’s Boutique on Wednesday. Martin said she followed him while talking to police on her cell-
phone. The police apprehended the robbery suspect on Country Club Drive. 

Man accused of robbing 3 stores in 3 days

JOHN GODSEY | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Police search a GMC Jimmy Wednesday on Country Club Lane. The driver, Jimmy Yokley, is ac-
cused of robbing three Hopkinsville businesses in three days.

On the Web:
To hear the interview with Samantha
Martin, visit kentuckynewera.com

Yokley

SEE SUSPECT, PAGE A7

State Rep. John
Tilley, D-Hop-
kinsville, pres-
ents House Bill 
1 on the floor
Wednesday be-
fore it was voted
on.   

PHOTO FROM LRC

PUBLIC INFORMATION 

BY ROGER ALFORD
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Investigators
would be able to easily identify and
charge unscrupulous doctors who
overprescribe painkillers and anti-
anxiety drugs under legislation

passed by the House on Wednesday.
The measure was a top priority for

Gov. Steve Beshear that he included in
a call for a special session that began
on Monday.
Within three days of  convening, the

Democratic-controlled House passed
the measure 70-28. It now goes to the

Republican-led Senate, where it is ex-
pected to undergo significant revi-
sions.
State Rep. John Tilley, chairman of

the House Judiciary Committee, said
prescription drug abuse has reached

Prescription drug bill passes House in 3 days

SEE PRESCRIPTION, PAGE A7
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