
I love fishing the
river. It provides so much
more than the occasional
fish. From the scenery to
maneuvering through
rapid water, fishing in the
river demands some
thought, coordination, and
planning, along with the
smallmouth that I come to
expect. And it also pro-
vides a different experi-
ence whether one is
fishing in a boat or a
kayak.

Last week, I met two
friends at the river with
our kayaks. Now these
kayaks are the fishing
kind. They have rod hold-
ers, places for fishing
gear, and they are made to
sit on top of and not down
in. They are really nimble
and easy to maneuver. But
they are also built low to
the water. This means that
using an anchor is difficult
unless the flow of the
water is pretty slow, other-
wise the anchor holds and
water comes rushing over
the top of the kayak. The
difficulty then, with a
kayak, is staying on your
fishing hole and not float-
ing past it. During my trip
last week, the water was
higher than normal and
thus the flow of the water
was much faster. I found
myself unable to fish
some of the spots that nor-
mally I would have and
instead spending most of
my time trying to maneu-
ver through swift water.
Don’t get me wrong, these
were not class 3 rapids or
anything close, and there
were places that we could
relax and move back and
forth up and down stream.
But it proves my point that

you just never know what
the river is going to throw
you and the boat you’re in
will always determine to
what extent it affects you.

The Greek philosopher
Heraclitus of Ephesus
said, “You can never step
into the same river; for
new waters are always
flowing on to you.” What
can be said about a river
can also be said about a
day. We can never step
into the same one again.
Each one will offer its
own unique characteris-
tics. In my river I find that
each calm area is between
two difficult ones. There is
always the difficult water
that I just left and the dif-
ficult water that lies up
ahead. In my life, I find
the same thing – if I am
enjoying calm days, it is
simply that I am between

two dif-
ficult ones. The boat I sail
in will not only determine
how I traverse the hard
days ahead, but it will also
determine how much I
enjoy the trip. You see, if
my boat is too small, I will
dread the testing waters
even when I am in the
calm ones, but if my boat
is big, I may only barely
notice the rough ones. 

Many years ago, I chose
to get in the boat provided
by the Almighty. Since
that time there have been
some rough waters, but He
has safely guided me to
this very moment. And the
more I have experienced
His protection, the more
days I have enjoyed liv-
ing, even when there may
be difficulty up ahead. 
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Seeking His Presence
by Teresa LeNeave

This article is adapted from a
sermon by Bro. Rick Clendenen
when he recently preached at Full
Gospel Temple in Wickliffe. He
talked about the need to understand
our purpose and how the knowl-
edge of our purpose keeps us fo-
cused and headed in the right
direction. He used the same four
examples that Agur used in
Proverbs 30.

How does the pesty little ant that
most of us try so hard to kill have
anything to teach us? 

Ants, he said, teaches us to pre-
pare for the future even though
they are not strong. They are tena-
tious. Death is the only thing that
stops them or deters their focus.

I have a hummingbird feeder
with a suction cup that adheres to a
window. I’ve watched those ants all
summer as they stake their claim
on the sweet nectar. I put chemicals
in their path that is supposed to kill
ants. They out-smart the poison ...
they walk around it. I have not seen
even one ant stopped from their
mission because of the deadly
chemicals I spread in their path.
The only way those ants have been
stopped was when I sprayed poison
directly on them, which kills them
instantly. The rest of the ants go
around and find another path to the
nectar. I’ve watched as they
crawled to the top of the door and
found the beloved nectar. I’ve
watched as they were forced to
cross the step and come up from
the other side of the door. They are

unstoppable except for
death.

How many of us
have that tenacity?

His next example
was the coney...the rock
badger. Their purpose
enables survival in dif-
ficult environments.
The Bible calls them “a
feeble folk”, yet they
live in dangerous rocky
areas. Their need for
survival has forced
them to work together.
Bro. Rick said half
watch while half eat.
They take turns watch-
ing each others’ back.
They know they live in
a danger zone so
they’ve learned to ex-
amine each step before
they take the next one.

How many of us are that
thoughtful or that careful to do the
right thing?

His third example was the de-
spised locust. Two or three locust is
absolutely harmless, but they are
not loners. The locust knows syn-
ergy is their strength.  Together
they can eat your farm up. They
don’t have a king, but they work in
unity.

How unified are we? The Bible
says one can put 1000 to flight, but
two can put 10,000 to flight. There

is power in unity, but many of us
have yet to learn that concept.

The fourth and final example
was the spider. Spiders teach us to
hold on. Their tiny web fibers can
weather powerful storms. And, if
by chance the web is destroyed,
they just build it right back.

Purpose, Bro. Rick said, is like
that. Purpose empowers us to
march forward. We may have to go
up, around or through, but purpose
makes us find a way.

Read the history of the railroad.
American’s determined to build a

railroad from one end of the United
States to the other, but they en-
countered a massive problem that
seemed impossible to deal with.
There were some mountains in
their way. 

When it was impossible to cross
over the mountain, or go around
the mountain, they were forced to
think of a way through the moun-
tain. A lot of lives were lost as they
chiseled and blasted their way
through those mountains, but be-
cause of their determined purpose
and tenacity, we enjoy the fruits of
their labor today. A whole new
world opened up because some-

body said “those mountains are not
going to stop us”.

Teresa LeNeave is the author of
“Seeking His Presence”, which appears
weekly in 15 newspapers in Kentucky and
Indiana.
She is a Sunday School teacher at Full
Gospel Temple in Wickliffe. Her approach
to Christianity is based on God’s
everlasting love and His eternal Light that
has the power to transform a life.

If you are interested in syndicating the
column in your newspaper, or on your
website, contact her at tleneave@ky-
news.com

by Brian Burgess
Forefront Families LLC

Can you remember far
enough back to recall how
we respected our elders? I
loved going to stay with my
grandparents and I was
trained to always do what
they asked. I wanted to,
anyway, because they loved
me and I loved them. I was
fortunate to live with my
grandmother for the three
years prior to getting mar-
ried and a great bond was
established. 

Sally was recently in
Tasmania, Australia, visit-
ing her relatives. One day
her cousin, Yvonne, had her
12 year-old grandson, Paul,
over for the day. He played
with his Iphone most of the
time so was very detached.
In the afternoon Yvonne
asked Paul to wash her car.
He wasn’t interested! She
said, I’ll give you $10 if
you’ll do it.”  His answer
was a straight no.

Now, I have a problem
with both parts of this sce-
nario. The first is that Paul
was not willing to wash his
grandmother’s car upon re-
quest. The second is that
his grandmother would
offer him money to do it.
Had Paul not been raised to
respect elders? Would he
not feel it an honor to do a
job for his grandmother that
would take him maybe 15
minutes to complete? I tried
to get my head around this
one. I bet he really enjoyed
getting presents from his
grandmother for his birth-
day and at Christmas. Even
if there were no presents in-
volved a child or grand-
child should be raised to
respect and care about their
elders.

Where did this indiffer-
ence come from? Paul was
prepared to receive, but not
to give. Maybe it started
with his parents not giving
him a set of chores to do as
he was growing up and
thought he was being
abused by being asked to
do anything. Then I thought
that maybe Paul had been
given money to do chores
at home.  He didn’t jump to
the task when offered more
money than it would have
taken to put the vehicle
through a car washing facil-
ity, so that probably wasn’t
the case. 

Was it because Paul was
just at that age when his
body was growing rapidly
and he had little energy to
give? Was it because he
might have had a sad life or
a difficult upbringing? I say
no to all of that and say its
simply ‘lazy bum syn-
drome’ and parental neg-
lect. It seems like in many
families today training and
respect went out the back
door. If we allow ourselves
to be self-interested instead
of being outwardly focused
we will find that’s exactly
how our children will be. If
we make it an option for
our kids to do work free for
an elderly person, then the
child will take the easy way
out. If we don’t train our
children to do pre-selected
chores around home be-
cause we work as a team to
keep our home clean and
tidy, then we are not
preparing them for real life.

Respect for each other,
and particularly towards
our elders, is plastered
through scripture and is the
basis of tribal expectations,
even in developing coun-
tries. We would never have

dared to say no to an elder
when I was growing up un-
less it was something that
would put ourselves, or
others, in danger. I imagine
some readers saying, “Get
real! This is the 21st Cen-
tury!” I don’t care what
century we are in, a princi-
ple is a principle. It has al-
ways worked and will
always work.

By Yvonne offering
money for Paul to wash her
car she was trying to ap-
pease him, but it didn’t
work. It doesn’t work be-
cause it is a respect issue
and Paul didn’t have that
character trait, obviously. I
wonder what Paul would
have felt when it came to a
mealtime and Yvonne sat
down and had her meal in
front of him, because she
didn’t respect him enough
to prepare him some food?
What would you do in this
situation?

Firstly, I would have had
a serious talk with Paul.
Grandparents have an
amazing opportunity to
speak into their grandchil-
dren’s lives and to pray
earnestly for them right
through their development.
I would also have men-
tioned the incident to his
parents so that they could
address the issue. In a day
when respect is sadly lack-
ing it is still our responsi-
bility as parents and
grandparents to raise our
children with Christian
principles that put others
before our selves. 

If you have any com-
ments on this topic, please
contact us at sally@fore-
frontfamilies.org or check
out our website at
www.forefrontfamilies.org

VICTORIOUSLIVING

Move over, I’m coming through

Youthful Indifference
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