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Divided We Stood:
The Civil War in Kentucky
Berry Craig, Author and Professor of History

ORDINANCE #598
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AND IMPLEMENTING A PROGRAM TO CHARGE USER FEES

FOR THE DEPLOYMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICES RENDERED BY THE CITY OF WICKLIFFE
FOR MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS AND RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENT
FIRES.

WHEREAS, Emergency Fire Department services run activity to vehicular accidents and
structure fires continues to increase each year; new Home Security regulations, such as bio-
logical training and equipment, etc., will create increased demands on all operational areas of
the Fire Department’s services; and,

WHEREAS, the Fire Department have investigated different methods to maintain a high level
of quality of Fire emergency services throughout times of constantly increasing service de-
mands, where maintaining an effective response by the Fire Departments decreases the insur-
ance companies costs by saving lives and minimizing vehicular damage by fire; and,

WHEREAS, raising the real property tax to meet the increase in service demands would not
be fair to the property owners, when a majority of the Motor Vehicular Accidents (MVA) involve
individuals not owning property or paying property taxes in the jurisdiction of the Fire Depart-
ments: and the ability of the Fire Departments to effectively respond decreases the liability of
the insurance companies by saving lives and minimizing vehicular and structure damage by
fire; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to implement a fair and equitable procedure by which to
collect said fees from insurance companies and non-tax payers and shall establish a billing
system in accordance with State and Federal laws, regulations and guidelines:  Now, Therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WICKLIFFE:
SECTION 1.  The City of Wickliffe Fire Department shall initiate user fees for the delivery of

Fire Department services, personnel, supplies and equipment to the scene of motor vehicle ac-
cidents and structure fires.  The rate of the user fees shall be that which is the usual, custom-
ary and reasonable costs (UCR), which includes any services, personnel, supplies and
equipment and may fluctuate based on the needs of the accident or fire.

SECTION 2.  The user fees shall be filed to the motor vehicle insurance, commercial or home-
owner’s insurance, representing an add-on-cost of the claim for damages of the vehicles, prop-
erty and/or injuries.  The claim costs shall be filed to the insurance coverage of the owner of a
vehicle, owner of the property, or responsible party.

SECTION 3.  The City Finance Director may make rules or regulations, and from time-to-time
may amend, revoke or add rules and regulations, not consistent with this Section as they deem
necessary or expedient in respect to billing for these fees or the collection thereof.

SECTION 4.  All amounts collected as a result of this ordinance shall be placed into a fund
as established by the Finance Director to be used exclusively for personnel, supplies and equip-
ment for the Fire Departments.

SECTION 5.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of the City Council concern-
ing and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in open meetings of this City
Council, and that all deliberations of this City Council and any of its committees that resulted
in such formal actions were in compliance with all legal requirements, and the Codified Ordi-
nances of the City of Wickliffe.

SECTION 6.  This ordinance shall take effect at the earliest time permitted by law.

On motion by George Lane, seconded by Tom Wallace, approved at the first reading by the
City Council on the 5th day of June, 2012.

/s/ Chan S. Case
Mayor

Attest:
/s/ Bethany Cain
City Clerk

On motion by David Phillips, seconded by Suzanne Allen, approved at the second reading by
the City Council on the 3rd day of July, 2012.

/s/ Chan S. Case
Mayor

Attest:
/s/ Bethany Cain
City Clerk

ORDINANCE #597

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE ANNUAL BUDGET AND
APPROPRIATIONS BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF
WICKLIFFE, KENTUCKY:

The following budget is adopted for the Fiscal Year 2012-
2013 and the amount stated is appropriated for the purpose
intended:

ESTIMATED REVENUE:

Capital Acquired:
Equipment $78,000.00 

Grants: 75,000
265,000 $340,000.00 

Franchise Tax $27,100.00 
Insurance Premium Tax $36,700.00 
Interest $16,100.00 
Miscellaneous Services $13,500.00 
Municipal Aid:

Street $9,700.00 
Property Taxes $130,200.00 
Rent:

Economy Boat Store 31,700
New Commonwealth Gas 8,400
NewPage 80,100
Zito Media 3,000 $123,200.00 

Utilities:

Gas 349,300
Sanitation 45,100
Water 263,700
Waste Treatment 88,900 $747,000.00 

Vehicle Taxes $13,700.00 

TOTAL REVENUES $1,535,200.00 

PROPOSED EXPENDITURES:

Capital Outlay $319,400.00 
Community and Cultural $36,500.00 
General Government:

Operations 113,200
Salaries 52,400 $165,600.00 

Grants:
Matching Funds 75,000

65,000 $140,000.00 
Miscellaneous

Emergencies / Expenses $25,000.00 
Public Safety:

Operations 23,400
Salaries 12,800 $36,200.00 

Streets $24,000.00 
Utilities:

Gas 271,900
Sanitation 46,400
Waste Treatment 7,800
Water 23,200 $349,300.00 

Warehouse:
Operations 84,300
Salaries 39,300 $123,600.00 

Waste Treatment:
Operations 120,700
Salaries 41,500 $162,200.00 

Water:
Operations 110,900
Salaries 42,500 $153,400.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $1,535,200.00 

THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE PUBLISHED IN THE AD-
VANCE YEOMAN BY TITLE AND SUMMARY WITHIN THIRTY
(30) DAYS AFTER ADOPTION.  THIS ORDINANCE BECOMEs
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY UPON PASSAGE AND PUBLICA-
TION.  ADOPTED AT THE FIRST READING ON THE 5TH DAY
OF JUNE, 2012 AND THE SECOND READING ON THE 3RD
DAY OF JULY, 2012, CITY OF WICKLIFFE, KENTUCKY.

/s/ Chan S. Case, Mayor

ATTEST:
/s/ Bethany Cain, City Clerk

On this date in 1862, Con-
federate Capt. Adam Rankin
Johnson of Henderson was
basking in the glory of pulling
off one of the Civil War’s
boldest bluffs.

Johnson needed guns for
his poorly-armed Rebel re-
cruits. He heard about a big
cache of Yankee weapons.
The trouble was that he and
his men were in Henderson
County, and the firepower
was across the Ohio River in
Newburgh, Indiana. More
than 300 Yankees were in the
neighborhood, to boot.

Nonetheless, on July 18,
1862, he led an amphibious
assault on the town with just
27 soldiers and grabbed the
guns. To improve his odds,
Johnson built a pair of “can-
nons.” He aimed them at
Newburgh and scared the
Yankees into giving up the
precious ordnance.

Johnson’s soldiers didn't
fire a shot. His “cannoneers”
couldn’t have anyway.

One of the “cannons” was
a sooty old stovepipe. The
other was a fire-blackened
log. Johnson mounted both of
them on some old axles and
wagon wheels.

So while Virginia Confed-
erates boasted of “Stonewall”
Jackson, Rebel Kentuckians
bragged about “Stovepipe”
Johnson.

“The employment of sham
cannon at the capture of New-
burg[h] served to amuse our
people, and some wag re-
ferred to me as ‘stovepipe’
Johnson’ – a title which
seemed to so tickle the fancy
of the Southern sympathizers
that they took it up and spread
it far and wide throughout
Kentucky and the South,”
Johnson wrote in The Partisan
Rangers of the Confederate
Army, his memoirs. “This so-
briquet, at first facetiously ap-
plied, has stuck to me, and I
am distinguished by it to this
day.”

Not counting places in
loyal border state Kentucky,
Newburgh was the first town
on Union soil the Confeder-

ates bagged. Official records
essentially back up Johnson’s
version of how he bamboo-
zled the bluecoats.

The weapons were stored
in a two-story brick ware-
house next to the river. The
building belonged to the local
home guard commander, the
aptly named Captain Union
Bethell.

Covered by his “cannons”
on sandy Scuffletown Beach,
Johnson led a two-pronged
assault. He led the main force
-- himself and two men in a
rowboat -- while the rest of
his men crossed upriver in
commandeered skiffs and the
Newburgh ferryboat.

The capture was bloodless;
Johnson and his sidekicks ar-
rived unnoticed. They just
walked into the warehouse,
which was unguarded.

Before he returned to Ken-
tucky, Johnson, armed only
with a shotgun, forced 80
rifle-armed home guards to
surrender to him. He enjoyed
a beer with a local pro-Con-
federate saloonkeeper before
buffaloing Bethell, whose
command included another
250 home guards near town.

“I came here to get these
guns, I have them and pro-
pose to keep them," the Ken-
tuckian warned his Hoosier
foe. "....[If]I am hindered or
fired on, I’ll shell this town to
the ground.”

Bethell had a spyglass.
Johnson invited him to focus
it on the Kentucky side of the
river and “see that I am pre-
pared to carry out my threat.”
Bethell spotted Johnson’s
“cannons,” shot a worried
glance at his warehouse and
nearby home and “sent his
runners at once to stop his
men from coming in,” John-
son wrote.

Thus unhindered, Johnson
and his men leisurely looted
the town, swiping, besides the
Yankee ordnance, horses,
food and other supplies --
plus $50 from the town treas-
ury and a pair of ice skates.
Pro-Southern Newburghers
allegedly aided and abetted
the marauders.

Johnson reported that he
made off with “520 muskets,
400 pistols, 150 sabers, and a
large lot of commissary and
hospital stores." He also said
he “paroled 180 prisoners."

Johnson was jubilant at his
exploit. But he doubtless
would have had a tougher
time stealing the Yankee
weaponry had it been in the
hands of veteran Indiana sol-
diers like those who helped
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant win the
battle of Shiloh and not over-
seen by rear-area weekend
warriors who had never fired
a shot in anger.

In any event, Johnson
boasted that he and his men
"were the pioneer invaders of
the Northern soil." ”

- Berry Craig is a professor
of history at West Kentucky
Community and Technical
College in Paducah and is the
author of True Tales of Old-
Time Kentucky Politics:
Bombast, Bourbon and Bur-
goo, Hidden History of Ken-
tucky in the Civil War,
Hidden History of Kentucky
Soldiers and Hidden History
of Western Kentucky. The
books are being sold to raise
money for scholarships at
WKCTC. They are available
by contacting Craig by phone
at (270) 534-3270 or by email
at berry.craig@kctcs.edu.

'Stovepipe' Johnson (from
Wikipedia in public domain) 

‘Stovepipe’ Johnson’
Submitted by Jason Paul

WICKLIFFE – The weather
was beautiful this fine Satur-
day morning, July 14th for a
Hug Project Bike Rally. The
rally started at Four Rivers
Harley Davidson in Paducah,
Ky. The back roads were
taken by the riders to the
Kentucky Veteran and Pa-
triot Museum in Wickliffe.
Here several bike riding
groups such as the Patriot
Guard Riders, Road Riders
for Jesus and Stone Cutters
Chapter Masonic Riders As-
sociation enjoyed pulled
pork sandwiches, chips and
drinks. The meat was pro-
vided by Hughes Market of
West Paducah and prepared
by Drapers BBQ. This ride
was a fundraising ride for
The Hugs Project of Western
Kentucky.

The Hugs Project of West-
ern Kentucky is a non profit
organization that supports
American troops by provid-
ing care packages. This is a
completely volunteer organi-
zation. If you would like to
find out more information
about The Hugs Project of
Western Kentucky please
visit their website at
http://thehugsprojectofwky.c
om. Some information from
this article was obtained at
http://thehugsprojectofwky.c
om.

Hugs Project Bike Rally at Kentucky
Veteran and Patriot Museum

Did you know we
are on facebook?

Most new 
discoveries are
suddenly-seen

things that were
always there.

~ Susanne 
K. Langer
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