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Pope Benedict XVI delivered his resignation Monday at the end of a meeting of Vatican cardinals. Benedict, the first pope to 
 relinquish the role in almost 600 years, was elected in 2005 after the death of John Paul II.
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Now that Pope Benedict XVI has made 
(modern) history with his decision to resign, 
so begins one of the Western World’s oldest 
parlor games: Guessing who will be the next 
pope.

Close watchers of the Vatican say the 118 
cardinals who will select Benedict’s successor 
are watching the media-savvy leader of the 
massive Milan archdiocese, Cardinal Angelo 
Scola; top Vatican administrator Marc Ouel-
let of Canada, and Peter Turkson of Ghana. 
Also in the mix is jovial New York City Cardi-
nal Timothy Dolan, who would make history 
because a pope from superpower nation has 
been frowned upon thus far.

The list is highly speculative. Unlike a pres-
idential race, Vatican practice for centuries 
has barred public discussion about possible 
successors while a pope is alive, or anything 
that even whiffs of open campaigning. Since 
this pope is alive, the voting cardinals are in 
uncharted waters and probably will meet in 
small groups to quietly brainstorm and dis-
cuss the possibilities until March, when their 
voting meeting, or conclave, will begin.

And when they vote, they will be doing 
more than picking a person; they’ll also be an-
swering a question: What does it take to be a 
21st-century pope?

Should the person be from the West, 
where Catholicism is locked in a liberal-
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See NEXT POPE, A2 See LOCAL REACTION, A2

In issuing his resignation Monday, the 85-year-old pontiff, center, did not 
mention any specific maladies that led to his decision.

The announcement of Pope Bene-
dict XVI’s resignation had Lexing-
ton’s Catholics thinking about the 
next pope.

Lexington Bishop Ronald Gainer 
said Monday the pattern of papal 
succession has shown that an older 
pope — Pope Benedict was 78 when 

chosen in 2005 — is often succeeded 
by a younger one.

Karol Józef Wojtyła, later Pope 
John Paul II, was 57 when he be-
came pope in 1978.

“The papacy demands a vigorous 
mind and physical strength,” Gainer 
said.

Pope Benedict’s resignation is “an 
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Lexington bishop expects 
‘vigorous’ papal successor 
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FRANKFORT — Legisla-
tion to license Kentucky farm-
ers to grow industrial hemp 
took a step forward Monday, 
with the state Senate agricul-
ture committee voting unani-
mously to send it to the full 
chamber.

Sen. David Givens, R-
Greensburg, was absent.

The bill had virtually un-
precedented support from 
Kentucky’s federal lawmak-
ers: U.S. Sen. Rand Paul, 
R-Bowling Green; and U.S. 
Reps. John Yarmuth, D-Lou-
isville, and Thomas Massie, 
R-Vanceburg, all flew in to 
testify alongside Kentucky 
Agriculture Commissioner 
James Comer on behalf of 
Senate Bill 50.

Paul, sporting a shirt 
made of hemp that he said he 
bought in Canada, said, “Basi-
cally, we’re exporting profit to 
Canada. … I see no reason we 
wouldn’t want to be a leader 
in this. Why not legalize 
something that could produce 
jobs and probably will?”

The others echoed that, 
touting the boon to the state 
that they see in hemp.

“The reason I am here to-
day is because I am loath to 
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Sen. Rand Paul said legalizing 
industrial hemp would bring 
jobs and profits to the state.
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State Police Commissioner 
Rodney Brewer said the bill 
might create more problems.
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Video: Watch a portion of 
Monday’s debate on legalizing 
industrial hemp.
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Despite the loss of his left eye two years 
ago, Logan Howard loved playing outside 
and tackled all sorts of activities, his mother 
said. 

The 5-year-old Knott County boy died Sat-
urday when the battery-powered toy vehicle 
he was driving struck a trampoline. Logan 
had survived eye cancer, his mother, Jaimie 

5-YEAR-OLD STRUCK TRAMPOLINE

Knott boy dies 
riding powered toy

By Valarie Honeycutt Spears
vhoneycutt@herald-leader.com

Logan Howard, 
5, had a 

prosthetic eye 
after  surviving 

cancer, his 
mother said. See TOY FATALITY, A2
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Why do you need
a family doctor?
Of course your primary care doctor treats you
when you’re sick, but your doctor is also never
shy about giving advice on staying healthy and
providing preventive services such as tests,
screenings, and immunizations.

SIMPLY, YOUR DOCTOR IS HERE FOR YOU, 24/7.

Call our physician referral service and our
experts can help find the best doctor for
you and your family.
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