
C6 | SUNDAY, MAY 13, 2012 | THE COURIER-JOURNAL SPORTS | courier-journal.com/sports IN

Errors and St. John’s po-
tent offense proved too
much for the University of
Louisville baseball team to
overcome in a 6-2 loss to the
Red Storm at Jim Patterson
Stadium on Saturday.

The defeat prevented
the No. 22 Cardinals (34-17,
15-8) from tying No. 20
St. John’s (32-18, 17-6) atop
the Big East Conference.
The teams will complete the
three-game series at 1 p.m.
today.

The Cards tied a season
highwithfourerrors, twoof
theminthesixththathelped
the Red Storm tally three
runs.

St. John’s starter Sean
Hagan (7-2) pitched a five-
hitter for his second com-
plete game this season. The
left-hander struck out six
and had only one bad inning,
giving up both runs in the
sixth.

“We had more back-
wards K’s — not swinging at
strike three — probably in
this game than we’ve had in
any game all year,” U of L
coach Dan McDonnell said.
“Our guys need to be able to
compete in those situations
a little better, and that’s
what their offense did to-
day. Seven of their 10 hits
came with two strikes.”

St. John’s junior Jeremy
Baltz, the preseason Big
East Player of the Year,
went 4 for 5 with three runs
scored and one RBI.

It was a tough day for
U of L starter Jeff Thomp-
son (9-2) and reliever Dace
Kime, both sophomores.
Thompson surrendered
three runs, five hits and two
walks in 41⁄3 innings. Kime’s
fielding error led to a run in
the sixth, and he was
charged with both runs that
scored on Danny Bethea’s
single off Matt Koch.

Down 6-0, the Cards fi-

nally broke through in the
sixth.NickRatajczakledoff
with a single, went to third
on Zach Lucas’ ground-rule
double and scored on Ty
Young’s single to center
field. Cole Sturgeon drove
in the second run with a
groundout, but that was all
the offense U of L could
muster, as Hagan retired
the final 11 batters.

“Nothing fazes him,” St.
John’s manager Ed Blank-
meyer said. “At this level
you have to pitch to contact
when you don’t have a blaz-
ing fastball. He pitched to
contact, and the guys be-
hind him, they believe in
him.”

Thompson retired the
first four Red Storm bat-
ters, but then Baltz belted a
home run to left. Zach Luri-

cella’s sacrifice fly and Be-
thea’s RBI single made it 3-0
in the fourth.

The Cards put runners
on first and second with one
out in the fourth, but Stew-
art Ijames struck out and
Alex Chittenden lined out to
thirdbasemanSeanO’Hare.

U of L miscues allowed
the Red Storm to pad their
lead in the sixth. Second
basemanRatajczakbobbled
a grounder by Baltz. Kime
fielded Luricella’s sacrifice
bunttotheleftofhomeplate
and overthrew first base, al-
lowing Baltz to score.

Right-hander Koch took
over for Kime, but the first
batter he faced, Bethea,
drilled a two-run single to
center to make it 6-0. Koch
settled down and retired the
next three batters.

A bright spot for the
Cards was freshman Nick
Burdi, who struck out two
and gave up one hit in the
last two innings.

“Because of the two-
strike base hit and an error,
he was in trouble,” McDon-
nell said.

“I love the way he
pitched out of it. That says a
lot about him. We need some
sparks coming out of our
bullpen, and Nick is moving
up the ladder.”

COLLEGE BASEBALL ST. JOHN'S 6, LOUISVILLE 2

Error-proneCardinalsdrop
2gamesbehindRedStorm
By J.J. Hysell
Special to The Courier-Journal

St. John’s ....................010 203 000 - 6 10 0
Louisville .....................000 002 000 - 2 5 4

WP - Sean Hagan (7-2). LP - Jeff Thompson
(9-2). 2B - Zach Lucas (L). HR - Jeremy Baltz (SJ).
Records - St. John’s 32-18, Louisville 34-17.

TODAY'S GAME
Louisville vs. St. John's
1 p.m., Jim Patterson Stadium

Jordan Trimble drove
the first pitch in the bottom
of the eighth inning over
the right-field fence, giv-
ing the No. 8/9 University
of Louisville softball team
a 4-3 victory over host No-
tre Dame for the Big East
Tournament championship
Saturday.

“I am absolutely ecstat-
ic about this game and this
season so far,” coach Sandy
Pearsall said. “I’m thrilled
for Jordan Trimble, and
I’m so proud of this entire
team.”

The Cardinals (53-3)
trailed 3-0 after three in-
nings againstLauraWinter,

the Big East Pitcher of the
Year. They started their
comeback when Taner
Fowler led off the fourth
with a homer to left field,
her 12th of the season.
Trimble, named the tourna-
ment’s Most Outstanding
Player, followed with a tri-
ple off the top of the right-
field fence and scored on a
one-out bunt single by
Katelyn Mann, who was
3 for 3.

Fowler tied it in the fifth
with an RBI single.

U of L starter Tori Col-
lins pitched four shaky in-
nings, giving up eight hits
and all three runs, includ-
ing a two-run homer by Ka-
tey Haus in the third. Caral-

isa Connell gave up one hit
and walked two in 22⁄3 in-
nings, and Chelea Leonard
(10-1) gave up one hit in 11⁄3
innings.

Winter (27-9) went the
distance for the Irish (38-
14).

It’s the Cards’ second
Big East Tournament title.
They won it in 2007 and lost
to Syracuse in the final the
past two years. They’re the
first team since Notre
Dame in 2003 to sweep the
regular-season and tour-
ney championships.

Baseball
» No. 7 Kentucky 7-8,

Alabama 6-1: Behind
freshman starter Corey

Littrell (8-0) and home runs
from Brian Adams, Austin
Cousino and Michael Wil-
liams in the nightcap, the
host Wildcats (41-11, 18-9)
completed a three-game
sweep of the Crimson Tide
(18-33, 7-20) to stay in a
tight race for first in the
Southeastern Conference’s
Eastern Division.

UK, which leads the
NCAA in victories, posted a
school-record 29-5 mark at
Cliff Hagan Stadium.

In the opener, Michael
Williams drew a bases-
loaded walk on a 3-2 pitch in
the eighth to drive in the
go-ahead run.

UK starter Jerad Grun-
dy took a shutout into the

sixth but was hit by a line
drive to start the inning and
left the game. Alabama
scored five runs — four un-
earned — over the sixth
and seventh to take a 5-1
lead, but UK erupted for
five in the seventh to go up
6-5. The visitors tied it in
the eighth.

Cousino had a hit in each
game to give him 73, break-
ing the school’s freshman
record set by Chris Gonza-
lez in 1993. He has reached
base safely in 48 of his 51
games.

» Indiana 5, North-
western 2: Jonny Hoffman
(5-1) pitched 41⁄3 shutout in-
nings of relief as the Hoo-
siers (25-26, 12-8) won at

Northwestern (17-32, 6-17)
to remain tied with Penn
State for second in the Big
Ten Conference with four
games to play.

The top two teams re-
ceive first-round byes in
the league tournament, and
IU holds the tiebreaker
over the Nittany Lions.

Micah Johnson had
three hits and two RBIs.

Tennis
» UCLA 4, Eastern Ken-

tucky 0: The Colonels (19-
10) fell to the16-time cham-
pion Bruins (23-3), playing
on their home courts, in the
first round of the NCAA
Championships.

AROUND KENTUCKIANA

Trimble, Cards walk off with the title
From special dispatches

The Spalding University
baseball team needed one
longdaytoclaimitsfirstna-
tional title.

The Golden Eagles came
out of the losers’ bracket
and needed three wins — all
nine-inning affairs — to
claim the United States Col-
legiate Athletic Association
title in Springfield, Ill.

In 27 innings Thursday,
the Golden Eagles (32-11-1)
used just three pitchers,
each throwing a complete
game.

Spalding started it off by
beating Rochester (Mich.)
4-3, then beat Apprentice
(Va.) 5-1and 5-2.

In the two games against
Apprentice, Spalding al-
lowed11hits. In the elimina-
tion game against Roches-
ter, senior Zach Stevenson
allowed six hits.

In the first Apprentice

game, Taylor Reilly — who
had pitched seven innings
two days earlier — picked
upthewin,andTylerBrown
won the title on two days
rest.

“Ourpitchingisthemain
reason we were where we
were,” coach Mike Stawski
said. “It was no surprise
they just put us on their
backs, and they did that on
very little rest. They all just
wanted the baseball.”

Despite the solid pitch-
ing, Spalding second base-
man Bryan Clemmons was
named MVP after going
10 for 17.

Spalding was playing its
last season as an indepen-
dent and will become a full
NCAA Division III member
thisfallintheSt.LouisInter-
collegiate Athletic Confer-
ence.

“It’s a great springboard
as we go into Division III,”
Stawski said. “The future is
bright.”

COLLEGE BASEBALL

Spalding takes USCAA
crown in 27-inning day
By Kenzie L. Winstead
Special to The Courier-Journal
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GMC ’11 Yukon Denali
4x4, leather, 3rd
row seating, rear

entertainment, navigation,
So much more!

NISSAN ‘11 Murano LE
Sunroof, 3,000 miles Save

thousands!

CHRYSLER ‘11 300
Limited Package,

Loaded!

JAGUAR ‘05 S-Type,
sunroof, leather, all the

buttons!

HYUNDAI ‘11 Sonata
Limited, Sunroof, Leather,

Loaded, $23,950

Mazda ‘07
Miata

Touring Package, Low
Miles, Immaculate!

FORD ’08 F250 Lariat
Diesel Super Crew

all the buttons, 28K miles

Saturn ‘07 Sky
Auto, 16K Miles,

Loaded, Very Nice!

LINCOLN ‘10 MKS
Fully equipped, leather,

bluetooth, all power, like
new, only 32k miles

$24,950

CHEVROLET ‘08
Tahoe LT 4x4

leather, 3rd row seat,
Lots more! $25,950

HONDA ‘10 CRV EX
AWD, Sunroof, 15k mi.

$23,950

HONDA ‘10
Crosstour EX-L AWD

heated leather seats, pwr
moonroof, 6disc CD with

XM, like new Only $24,950

CHEVROLET ‘11
Camaro SS conv

6spd, leather, like new,
only 2K mi $38,950

JEEP ‘04 Wrangler
Automatic, Alloys, Lots of

Extras, Save $$$

TOYOTA ’11 RAV4
Limited

sunroof, leather, Save
thousands!

NISSAN ‘12 Juke Auto,
alloys, 3k miles save $$$

FORD ’08 Edge Limited
glass roof, leather, All the

buttons!

LEXUS ‘06 GX470
White, Low Miles,

Loaded

BUICK ‘09 Enclave CXL
AWD. All the buttons!

Save $$$

MINI COOPER ’10 S
auto, leather, power
moonroof, 25K miles

$19,988

CHEVROLET ’10
CAMARO SS

automatic, leather,
sunroof, 12K miles

VOLKSWAGEN ‘09
Jetta TDI

Automatic, Leather,
Sunroof, Diesel

FORD ‘10 Taurus
SHO AWD

fully equipped, pwr
moonroof, heated and
cooled seats $28,950

MAZDA ’09 CX7 Sport
Package

low miles, Save $$$
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Washington Nationals
rookie Bryce Harper took
out his frustration on a
wall Friday night, slam-
ming his bat hard against
the side of the tunnel lead-
ing to the clubhouse.

The barrel smacked off
the wall and hit his temple
just above the left eye,
causing a gash that needed
10 stitches. But Harper, 19,
was back in the lineup Sat-
urday.

“No problem, no head-
ache,” the outfielder said.
“I feel great. Ready to go.”

Other news
» Athletics: Center

fielder Yoenis Cespedes
has been placed on the 15-
day disabled list with a
strained left hand.

» Orioles: Baltimore
placed third baseman
Mark Reynolds on the
team’s rapidly expanding

15-day disabled list. Rey-
nolds pulled a muscle in
his rib cage during batting
practice Friday. He is bat-
ting .191 with two homers
and nine RBIs.

Reynolds is the third
player placed on the DL by
the Orioles in a three days.

» Indians: Pitcher Josh
Tomlin went on the 15-day
disabled list because of a
sore right wrist. Pitcher
Zach McAllister was re-
called from Triple-A Co-
lumbus to replace Tomlin.

» Royals: Kansas City
reinstated right-handed
reliever Greg Holland
from the 15-day disabled
list and optioned right-
hander Nate Adcock to Tri-
ple-A Omaha.

Cubs: Chicago put
right-hander Carlos Mar-
mol on the 15-day disabled
list because of an injured
hamstring, and called up
righty Casey Coleman
from Triple-A Iowa.

MLB NOTEBOOK

Nats’ Harper gets
self-control lesson
Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Jordan
Zimmermann extended
Washington’s streak of
dominant starts, and Dan-
ny Espinosa homered for
the second straight game
Saturday night, leading
the Nationals to a 2-1 vic-
tory over the Cincinnati
Reds.

The Nationals lost
catcher Wilson Ramos,
whose right leg buckled
while he chased a passed
ball in the seventh inning.
He had to be helped from
the field.

Zimmermann (2-3)
gave up five hits and
struck out nine. Washing-
ton’s starters have allowed
one earned run or fewer 19
times this season.

Espinosa hit a tiebreak-
ing solo homer in the sixth
off Jose Arredondo (2-1).
Ramos also had a solo shot
off Mat Latos.

Nationals rookie Bryce
Harper was back in right
field with a large bandage
above his left eye, cover-
ing a 10-stitch gash from

slamming his bat against a
wall on Friday night. He
went 0 for 4 and struck out.

Manager Davey John-
son decided to leave Har-
per in the lineup so he
could take his frustrations
out on the opposing pitcher
instead of the dugout wall.
Instead, he ended up 0 for 9
in the series with four
strikeouts.

The Reds gave away
Joey Votto bobbleheads
and drew 42,294 fans, their
third capacity crowd of the
season. For the second
night in a row, Cincinnati
couldn’t do much against
the major leagues’ stingi-
est pitching staff.

Washington’s starters
have 17 quality starts in
the past 18 games, taking
the pressure off an offense
that scores few runs.

Henry Rodriguez
pitched the ninth for his
eighth save in 10 chances,
fanning three batters on10
pitches.

The Nationals had a
chance to break it open in
the fifth with their young,
bandaged star at the plate.
The Reds intentionally

walked Adam LaRoche to
load the bases with two
outs and bring up Harper,
who hit a grounder up the
middle.

Gold Glove second
baseman Brandon Phillips
made a backhand stop,
then flipped the ball be-
hind his back for a force-
out at second, raising his
arm and pounding his
chest three times in cele-
bration.

Latos gave up three hits
in five innings. He also
walked five, matching his
career high.

Rolen to DL
Cincinnati put Scott Ro-

len on the 15-day disabled
list shortly before the start
of the game with more pain
in his left shoulder, a
chronic problem the past
few years. The third base-
man, 37, had surgery on
the shoulder last August.

The Reds called up
third baseman Mike Cos-
tanzo from Triple-A Louis-
ville to take Rolen’s spot.
Costanzo has split time be-
tween Double-A and Tri-
ple-A.

NATIONALS 2, REDS 1

The Reds’ Joey Votto is thrown out at first by Washington first baseman Adam LaRoche
on Saturday night. Brandon Phillips’ liner to shortstop Ian Desmond doubled Votto. AP

Zimmerman, reliever
handcuff Cincinnati
By Joe Kay
Associated Press
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