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Some Hardin, LaRue
and Meade county horse
owners recently com-
pleted another success-
ful four-session horse
college featuring discus-
sions on nutrition,
health, hoof care, and
facilities and horse
behavior. The partici-
pants requested a tour
of the horse industry in
Lexington.

In response to their
request, Dr. Robert
Coleman, University of
Kentucky Extension
equine specialist and
coordinator of the Horse
College has arranged a
one-day motor coach
tour to some interesting
horse locations in the
Lexington area.

Tour stops will

include UK Equine
Research facilities, a
major national equine
veterinary clinic, and
one of the area’s top
thoroughbred horse
farms. Tour details and
costs are given below.
The tour is in response
to requests from Horse
College participants but
is open to anyone inter-
ested.

The tour date is
Friday, June 8 and the
bus will depart from the
Hardin County

Extension Office in
Elizabethtown promptly
at 8 a.m. Scheduled tour
events include: 

• 9:30 a.m. – UK
Animal Science
Research Farm

• 10:45 a.m. – UK
Veterinary Sciences
Equine Reproduction
Center

• Lunch
• 1:30 p.m. – Hagyard

Equine Medical Center
• 3 p.m. –

Commercial
Thoroughbred Horse
Farm

• 4:30 p.m. – Depart
Lexington for
Elizabethtown

• 6 p.m. – Arrive at
Hardin County
Extension Office.

If you are interested

in the tour, reservations
are now being taken on
a first-come, first-serve
basis until the 56-pas-
senger motor coach is
full. Once capacity is
reached, a waiting list
will be available.

Deadline for registra-
tion is May 31 or when
the bus is full, whichev-
er comes first. To regis-
ter for the tour, call the
LaRue County (358-
3401) or Hardin County
(765-4121). Payment of
the $30 registration fee
per person (which cov-
ers cost of bus and
lunch) is expected at or
soon after registering,
and only paid registra-
tions will be guaranteed
a seat on the bus.

Lexington area horse tour offered

David
Harrison

Extension
Agent

Cloverbuds

The 4-H Cloverbuds
will meet 3:30-4:45 p.m.
May 2 at the Extension
Office.  Cloverbuds is
open to youth ages 5 to
8 years old or
Kindergarten through
third grade.

Poultry

The 4-H Poultry Club
will meet 3:30-5:00 p.m.
May 9 at the Extension
Office.

Photography

The 4-H Photography
Club will meet 2:30 p.m.
May 11 at the Extension
Office.

Dog Club

The 4-H Dog Club will
meet 10-11:30 a.m. May
12 at the Extension
Office.  Bring your dogs
on a leash if it’s not
raining.

For more information
about 4-H clubs, contact
Misty Wilmoth at the
LaRue County Extension
Office at 358-3401.

Farmers Market

The LaRue County
Farmers Market will
open 2-5:30 p.m. May 4.

Beef Producers meet

The LaRue County
Beef Producers will meet
7:30 p.m. May 8 at the
LaRue County
Extension Office.
Tentatively scheduled to
speak is local veterinari-
an Mike Keller, DVM.
He will discuss current
cow-calf health issues
and respond to questions
from the audience. A
meal will be served and
all interested producers
are invited to attend. 

Forest Leadership

Program

The LaRue County
Conservation District
will be offering partial
and possibly full scholar-
ships to the Kentucky
Forest Leadership
Program hosted by the
University of Kentucky
at the Lake Cumberland
4-H Educational Center
in Jabez. The
Conservation District
needs applications by
May 10. Camp brochure
and application is avail-
able at the LaRue

Conservation District or
www.kyforestrycamp.co
m.

For more information,
call the office at 270-
358-3132 or by email
Michelle Ogden at
michelle.ogden@ky.nacd
net.net. 

ACRE continues

through June 1

Enrollment for
Average Crop Revenue
Election Program or the
traditional Direct and
Counter-cyclical
Program runs through
June 1. For more infor-
mation about DCP and
ACRE programs or other
FSA programs, contact
the FSA office at 765-
2702 or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/KY. 

Dead animal pickup

For dead animal pick-
up, call Bluegrass
Recycling at 1-888-744-
1186. The cost is $87.50
and the LaRue County
Conservation District
will reimburse the
landowner 75 percent of
the cost with receipt. For
more information, call
the Conservation
District office at 358-
3132. 
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Sharp shooter
Mason Lane attended the state 4-H Shooting

Sports Camp in April along with his father, Edward

Lane who is a newly certified 4-H shooting sports

coach.

The first case of
emerald ash borers
emerging this spring
was found the week of
April 16 in Jefferson
County. Since the borers
do not emerge all at
once, owners of ash
trees need to watch for
signs of the pest during
the next three to four
weeks, said Lee
Townsend, extension
entomology professor in
the University of
Kentucky College of
Agriculture.

The borer’s emer-
gence is almost three
weeks ahead of normal

due to the mild winter
and a very warm
March, Townsend said.

A small, dark-green
metallic beetle, the
emerald ash borer
attacks all species of
ash trees. The larvae
burrow into the tree to
feed beneath the bark,
destroying the tree’s
ability to transport
water and nutrients to
its canopy. This can
cause die-back of the top
of the canopy within a
year or two and ulti-
mately kill the tree.

Once adults emerge
from the trees, they
immediately fly up to
the topmost leaves to
get direct sunlight and

feed on the foliage for
about a week. Mating
and egg-laying will
begin about two weeks
later. Adults will be
active through June,
Townsend said.

Owners of ash trees
may find it difficult to
spot the borers because
of their size and prefer-
ence for the topmost
foliage, but they can
find evidence of the
insect by inspecting
their ash trees for any
D-shaped holes in the
bark. The adult borers
make these holes when
exiting the tree in the
spring. Owners of ash
trees can also look for
uneven notches on the

edges of the tree’s
leaves as a sign that the
insect has been feeding
on them.

Those who suspect
they have an emerald
ash borer infestation
should contact the
Kentucky Office of the
State Entomologist at
859-257-5838.

Individuals can get
more information on the
emerald ash borer from
the local office of the
UK Cooperative
Extension Service or on
the UK emerald ash
borer website
http://pest.ca.uky.edu/E
XT/EAB/welcome.html. 

Patchy is a gray and
white long-haired cat
who needs a new home.
She is about 2 years old
and is a stray.

Taylor County Animal
Shelter has a variety of
cats and dogs who
would like to be a part
of someone’s family. 

Taylor County Animal
Shelter is open 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. Monday through
Friday and from 8 a.m.
to noon on Saturdays.

The shelter is located
off KY 210, just before
Walmart, and houses
animals from Taylor,
Green, Casey and
LaRue counties.

Adoption fee is $26,

which includes a
microchip. The owner is
responsible for getting
their new pet spayed or
neutered and vaccinat-
ed.

The shelter is in need
of cleaning supplies,
food bowls, beds and pet
food.

For more information,
call the shelter at 465-
7651, fax 469-4191,
email taylorcountyani-
malshel-
ter@windstream.net or
visit
www.taylorcounty.us/co
unty-govern-
ment/animal-shel-
ter.html.  
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Patchy, the long-haired cat, needs a new home.

She is located at Taylor County Animal Shelter. 

Emerald ash borers starting to emerge
By KATIE PRATT
UK Extension Office

Spring cleaning sea-
son has arrived and for
many Kentuckians it
means burning unwant-
ed debris. The Kentucky
Division for Air Quality
reminds you to learn
before you burn. 

Smoke from open
burning is a health
problem that affects
everyone but especially
children, the elderly and
those with existing ail-
ments like asthma.
Children also breathe
50 percent more oxygen
per pound of body
weight than adults do,
so their lungs are
exposed to more harm-
ful pollutants.

Many people may not
realize that burning
trash is illegal in
Kentucky. “Today’s
trash is different than
the trash our grandpar-
ents used to burn,” said
DAQ Director John
Lyons.  “Plastics, chemi-
cals and other synthetic

materials are far more
common in the things
we throw away. Burning
this trash releases high
levels of toxic pollutants
such as dioxins, sulfur
dioxide, lead and mercu-
ry.”

State law prohibits
the burning of many
materials including
plastic, tires, cans, coat-
ed wire, carpeting and
food waste. The burning
of trailers, buildings,
and construction and
demolition debris is pro-
hibited.  Painted,
stained or treated wood
products are illegal to
burn because they
release dangerous tox-
ins into the air. Items
that cannot be recycled
should be taken to a
state-permitted landfill.  

Open burning isn’t
just unhealthy, it’s also
dangerous.  A small fire
can quickly spread,
resulting in widespread
damage.  According to

the Kentucky Division
of Forestry, 21 percent
of wildland fires in
Kentucky in 2011 were
caused by debris burn-
ing.  

“Kentucky’s forest-
lands have suffered
extensive damage over
the past few years due
to storms,” said Leah
MacSwords, director of
the Division of Forestry.
“Ice, wind and most
recently, tornadoes have
left a path of downed
trees and broken limbs.
With so much fuel on
the ground, it doesn’t
take much for a fire to
spread out of control.”

Some open burning is
legal with restrictions.
Campfires, fires for
cooking, and fires to dis-
pose of tree limbs are
permitted in most coun-
ties, except when a
county-wide burn ban
has been declared.
During fire hazard sea-
son, which runs through

the end of April, it is
illegal to burn anything
within 150 feet of any
woodland or brushland
area between 6 a.m. and
6 p.m. Restrictions may
also apply during sum-
mer months for certain
counties whose current
pollution levels exceed
air quality standards.

Use common sense
before burning any-
thing:

·� Do not burn within
50 feet of any structure

·� Do not burn near
streams or sinkholes

� Do not burn near
landfills or under utility
lines

To report illegal open
burning or to learn
more about open burn-
ing restrictions in your
area, call the Division
for Air Quality’s open
burn hotline at 1-888-
BURN-LAW (1-888-287-
6529) or visit
http://air.ky.gov.
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