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TODAY

YESTERDAY
High 51  |  Low 32

YESTERDAY’S NORMAL
High 42  |  Low 37

ONE YEAR AGO
High 46  |  Low 29

RECORD HIGH 72/1927
RECORD LOW -6/1958

PRECIPITATION FOR MONTH .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.52

NORMAL FOR MONTH TO DATE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.92

PRECIPITATION FOR YEAR   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5.06

NORMAL FOR YEAR TO DATE .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .5.12

Partly cloudy
H50s | L30s

MONDAY

Sunny
H40s | L30s

SUNDAY

Snow
H30s | L20s

TUESDAY

Partly cloudy
H50s | L30s

WEDNESDAY

Partly cloudy
H50s | L30s

NEW FIRST FULL LAST

SUNRISE: 7:25 A.M.
SUNSET: 6:20 P.M.

RIVER LEVEL
34.05 feet

Heavy Rain Continues For The Gulf Coast

Sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy

Low pressure continues to develop in the northern Gulf of Mexico 
keeping precipitation falling throughout the region.   Heavy rain 
and thunderstorms are anticipated from Texas through Georgia. 
The northwest will also see precipitation.
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Today's Forecast
Saturday, Feb. 18

City/Region
High | Low tempsForecast for

Paducah
53° | 35°

Memphis
54° | 43°

Nashville
57° | 37°

Louisville
52° | 36°

Chattanooga
57° | 38°

Knoxville
56° | 37°

Bristol
53° | 34°

Lexington
52° | 34°

Weather Underground • AP
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LESSON
FROM A1

“We have been studying 
what they are calling the 
“not so” Great Depres-
sion,” Johnson said.

Students gathered card-
board boxes for a week and 
constructed the village, 
then held classes in them 
on Friday.

“Some were done by in-
dividuals and others were 
in groups,” Johnson said. 
“We had bread rations and 
played kick-the-can.”

Students also discussed 

homelessness in the 1930s 
and the current homeless 
situation in the U.S..

With only six shanties 
for 17 students, they also 
discussed family groups 
and families moving in 
together out of necessity, 
Johnson said.

“Some of the students 
told us about how their 
grandparents sewed money 
into their clothes back 
then,” Johnson said.

Luckily the weather 
on Friday was sunny and 
warmer than recent weeks, 
but how people coped with 
poverty, lack of adequate 
shelter and weather in the 

1930s all became part of 
the class work, she said.

“They decided that if the 
weather was anything but 
bitter cold and horrible, 
they would still have the 
class in the village,” John-
son said.

Johnson likes to enhance 
her students learning ex-
perience, with hand’s on 
projects and role playing.

“We have had some lively 
“presidential” debates 
related to the past, and my 
senior newspaper class built 
the 9-11 tower,” she said.

Next up will be studying 
conspiracy theories, she 
said.

GRANTS
FROM A1

Money for the grants 
comes from federal fund-
ing to support health pro-
motion activities.

According to Lucinda 
Pease, a Future Farmers 
of America coordinator 
at Fleming County High 
School, the $500 will be 
used to develop a vegetable 
garden that will be created 
and maintained by FFA 
students. The students will 
have input as to what veg-
etables will be grown and 
will work with the school’s 
cafeteria and family con-
sumer science department 
to use the fresh vegetables 
for student lunches or in 
the classroom for cooking 
and canning purposes.

Pease said there are 25 to 
30 students involved with 
the garden and the money 
will be used to buy seed 
and small garden supplies.

The Mason County 
High School Family Career 
and Community Leaders 
of America will use their 
money to buy food for the 

Mason County Food Bank, 
as part of its weight loss 
program, which ended 
Friday.

FCCLA Coordinator 
Shannon Roberts said the 
club challenged school 
district teachers to loss 
weight over a six week 
period through its Pounds 
for a Purpose Challenge, 
with the students match-
ing the amount of pounds 
lost with a food donation 
(in the same number of 
pounds) to the food pantry.

Roberts said 51 teachers 
participated in the chal-
lenge and have lost a total of 
approximately 150 pounds. 
Roberts said she has had 
several teachers request the 
program continue because 
of the success they have had 
over the six-week period.

In addition, the grant 
will assist with a Kid’s Day 
Out in the spring, which 
will focus on physical ac-
tivities, Roberts said.

The overall goal of Stu-
dents Taking Charge is to 
address the major health 
needs facing the state’s 
youth — increasing physi-
cal activity, reducing to-
bacco use and improving 

nutrition.
According to the 2011 

Youth Risk Behavior Sur-
vey, only 16.7 percent of 
Kentucky students report-
ed having eaten five serv-
ings of fruit and vegetables 
every day over a week’s 
time, and only 39.9 per-
cent of students have been 
physically active for an 
hour on five days during a 
week. Tobacco use remains 
high as well, with 31.9 per-
cent of students reporting 
using a tobacco product in 
the past 30 days, including 
cigarettes, cigars, chewing 
tobacco, snuff or dip.

“We have to create pro-
grams that get our young 
people involved in the 
process and on the path 
to lifelong health and 
wellness,” said Victoria 
Greenwell, Coordinated 
School Health administra-
tor for DPH and co-chair 
of KYAFHK. “If we wait 
until children are grown to 
introduce them to healthy 
environments or sensible 
eating and exercise plans, 
it’s often too late. We have 
to act now to instill the 
values of leading a healthy 
lifestyle.”

TAX
FROM A1

In fact, Obama’s jobs 
agenda had politics wo-
ven into it, including 
campaign-style rallies and 
news coverage that — along 
with the GOP presidential 
primary — have coincided 
with a boost in his poll 
numbers.

Under the bill, workers 
would continue to receive 
a 2 percentage point in-
crease in their paychecks, 
and people out of work 
for more than six months 
would keep jobless benefits 
averaging about $300 a 
week, steps that Obama 
says will help support a 
fragile recovery from the 
worst economic downturn 
since the Great Depression.

It would also head off 
a steep cut in reimburse-
ments for physicians who 

treat Medicare patients.
The tax cuts, jobless 

coverage and higher doc-
tors’ payments would all 
continue through 2012.

Passage of the legislation 
hands Obama a victory 
over objections from many 
Republicans who oppose it 
but were eager to wipe the 
issue from the election-
year agenda.

It also clears away a po-
litical headache for House 
Republicans, who blocked 
a two-month extension 
of the tax cut and jobless 
coverage in late December, 
only to retreat quickly un-
der a buzz saw of opposi-
tion from conservative and 
GOP leaders from around 
the country.

With that history, Re-
publicans seemed ready to 
get the fight behind them 
and change the subject for 
the rest of this election 
year.

“We’re dumb, but we’re 

not stupid,” McCain told re-
porters after he voted. “We 
did not want to repeat the 
debacle of last December. 
It’s not that complicated.”

“I think everyone 
learned a lot from the end-
of-the-year stuff,” said 
Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, D-Nev. “Ev-
erything doesn’t have to 
be a fight.” Republicans, 
Reid added, have “opposed 
virtually everything we’ve 
tried to do.”

“I think they came to the 
conclusion that that hasn’t 
worked out very well,” Reid 
said.

Opposition was stronger 
in the Senate, where Re-
publicans voted against the 
measure by a 2-1 margin. 
Five Democrats and Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., op-
posed the measure, while 
14 Republicans, including 
Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky, 
backed it.

In the House, however, 
a solid majority of Repub-
licans backed the measure 
despite reservations about 
its $89 billion impact on 
the budget deficit over the 
coming decade.

And Republicans said 
the final deal, signifi-
cantly changed from a tea 
party-backed measure that 
passed in December, was 
the best Republicans could 
get.

“We don’t control 
Washington. Democrats 
still control Washington 
— they control the Sen-
ate, and they control the 
White House,” said Rep. 
Dave Camp, R-Mich., the 
top House negotiator on 
the measure. “A divided 
government must still gov-
ern.” Camp cited stricter 
job search requirements 
for people receiving un-
employment benefits and 
other reforms to the pro-
gram as wins for conserva-
tives.

But many GOP lawmak-
ers were upset that the 
measure would add to the 
federal deficit and doubted 
that it would do much to 
boost the economy. An-
other concern was that 
it cuts a payroll tax that’s 

dedicated to paying Social 
Security benefits. Deficit 
spending would make up 
for the lost revenue, but 
some lawmakers fear it 
would chip away at Wash-
ington’s commitment to 
the program.

“I cannot and I will not 
support legislation that 
extends the payroll tax 
holiday without paying for 
it,” said Rep. Phil Gingrey, 
R-Ga. “This will add $100 
billion to the deficit and it 
will create an even greater 
shortfall within the Social 
Security trust fund that al-
ready has over $100 billion 
shortfall just in the last two 
years.”

And the No. 2 Democrat 
in the House, Steny Hoyer 
of Maryland, excoriated 
the measure for cutting the 
retirement benefits of new 
federal hires.

“The only individuals 
paying for this bill out of 
315 million Americans are 
the two million civilian 
workers who work for us, 
who work for all of us, day 
after day, week after week, 
month after month,” Hoyer 
said.

Extending the 2 per-
centage point cut in the 
6.2 percent Social Secu-

rity payroll tax would save 
around $80 monthly for 
someone earning $50,000 
a year and give a maximum 
cut of $2,200 to high-end 
earners.

The reduction in the 
Social Security payroll tax, 
which is deducted from 
workers’ paychecks, would 
cost $93 billion through 
2022. In a sudden conces-
sion this week that made 
bipartisan agreement pos-
sible, House Republicans 
dropped their demand that 
the tax cut be paid for with 
spending reductions.

In a GOP win, coverage 
for the long-term unem-
ployed would be cut from 
the current maximum of 
99 weeks to a ceiling of 73 
weeks by this fall in states 
with the worst job markets, 
with most topping out at 
63 weeks.

Of the $30 billion cost of 
the extended unemploy-
ment benefits, half would 
be paid for by government 
sales of parts of the nation’s 
broadcast airwaves, half 
by requiring federal work-
ers hired after this year to 
contribute an additional 
2.3 percent of their pay for 
their pensions, up from the 
current 0.8 percent. 


