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Commanders win third 
consecutive All ‘A’ Region 

championship

B-1

SPORTS

Junior 
Mister 
set for 

Saturday
By Brandon Mattingly 

Sun Staff Writer

Washington County 
High School will be hosting 
its first-ever Junior Mister 
competition on Saturday, 
and it’s sure to be an enter-
taining evening.

The competition is a 
spinoff of the Distinguished 
Young Woman of 
Washington County pag-
eant, formerly known as 
Junior Miss.

While the event will be 
set up similarly to its female 
counterpart, the same can’t 
be said about the show’s 
objective, as Junior Mister 
promises to deliver plenty 
of comedy throughout.

“The event is similar 
to a Junior Miss program, 
in that the participants 
will perform  intro, fitness 
and poise routines,” said 
event coordinator Sarah 
Raikes. “Each boy will also 
present a two-minute tal-
ent.  These talents range 
from playing piano to danc-
ing to singing.  They are 
sure to gain a laugh.”

The theme of the show 
will be “Fresh Prince of 
WC” and will feature music 
from the 1990s.

Raikes said a similar 
program at Marion County 
High School inspired the 
idea, and that proceeds will 
go toward a good cause.

“Marion County has a 
successful program and the 
idea to host our own show 
came from students, as well 
as Cathy Carrico,” Raikes 
said. “She approached 
FCCLA about hosting the 
event as a fundraiser for 
Relay for Life.”

Since the event is for 
charity, the top finishers 
won’t receive a cash reward 
like with the Distinguished 
Young Woman competition, 
but a king will still be 
crowned.

“The Junior Mister win-
ner will receive a crown and 

Benji Gaona recently received the 2011 Chamber of Commerce Youth Leader of the Year
award. 
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By Jesse Osbourne
Sun Editor

Involvement in church 
has led to a life of giving 
and pursuing artistic tal-
ents for one high school 
student. 

Benji Gaona, a senior 
at Washington County 
High School, said his 
church, his faith and his 
family have influenced 
him to be active in com-
munity leadership. 

“You work your hard-
est to make sure you can 
do the best and live your 
life to the best you can,” 
Gaona said about the 
influence faith plays in 
his life.

Gaona is a busy per-
son. He was involved in 
the high school marching 
band. He is highly artis-

tic, creating works that 
have placed well in local 
and state competitions. 

He’s served as a 
young ambassador for 
Springfield since elemen-
tary school and has given 
historic tours of the city 
and the county. As part of 
the ambassador program, 
he has met national and 
international visitors on 
behalf of the city. 

It takes a lot of time to 
do what he does. 

“I think one time I 
had to count up the hours 
that I did for (band),” he 
said. “It’s like 300 hours, 
or something like that, a 
year.”

Three hundred hours 
a year, while Gaona has 
been in the marching 
band for five years, makes 
for strong relationships, 

WCHS student is a leader at an early age

Local indictment has 
implications in Tennessee

See LEADER, Page A3

By Jesse Osbourne
Sun Editor

An indictment in 
Washington County ear-
lier this year had serious 
implications for a man in 

Knox County, Tenn. 

Burton Webb, listed on 
the indictment as resid-
ing in Athens, Tenn., was 
charged with theft by fail-
ure to make required dis-
position of property over 
$10,000. 

According to the 

Knoxville News-Sentinel 
in Knoxville, Tenn., Webb 
was recently appointed as 
the Knox County Finance 
Director. 

After Webb’s indict-
ment was discovered, he 
was fired from the posi-
tion. 

“It is apparent that 
Burton Webb’s legal prob-
lems are more extensive 
than either he or I real-
ized, and this afternoon 
(Friday) I became aware 
of an issue that he is 
going to have to address,” 
Knox County Mayor 

Tim Burchett said in a
press release.“I have spo-
ken with Burton, and he
understands that he will
no longer be employed by
Knox County.”

Will Singleton, a

Knox County finance director fired after indictment comes to light

See CABIN, Page A3

Chasity Warner, left, and Emily Cox, right, practiced scenes from “Aladdin,” an upcoming performance by the North Washington drama club. See page
A-10 for more photos.
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Voters may cast ballots at new 
locations in primary election

By Jesse Osbourne
Sun Editor

Many registered voters 

in the county may have a 
new poll location for the 
primary election on May 
22. 

The changes are a 

result of congressional 
redistricting and local 
redistricting, according to 
Washington County Clerk 
Glenn Black.  

When congressional 
redistricting occurred ear-
lier this year, it caused a 
small part of Washington 
County to join Rep. Ed 
Whitfield’s district. The 

rest of Washington County
is in Rep. Brett Guthrie’s
district, as it had been
prior to redistricting. 

See VOTE, Page A3

Save $183.70 with 
SmartSource coupons 

this week
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