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INDIANAPOLIS —
Taken aback by speculation
that his crew chief change
was made largely because
of the No. 99 team’s disap-
pointing performance this
season, Carl Edwards spent
a good portion of a 20-
minute interview session
explaining that former crew
chief Bob Osborne really is
dealing with significant
health issues.

Then Edwards was inter-
rupted by some good-na-
tured — but still fairly sharp
— heckling from fellow
driver Clint Bowyer, who
was sitting nearby.

“Hey, Carl! How many
different ways can you ex-
plain why you fired some-
body?” Bowyer yelled.

A day before his first race
with new crew chief Chad
Norris, Edwards went out of
his way to say that team
owner Jack Roush made the
change last week because of
Osborne’s ongoing health
issues — and not because
the team goes into today’s
Brickyard 400 ranked 11th
in the Sprint Cup points
standings.

“I can’t overstate enough
that Bob is a very, very ded-
icated guy to our sport and
he is going through some-
thing right now that would
be tough for anyone,” Ed-
wards said. “And for him to
have done what he has

done at this level and to
have kept it quiet, he is just
a tough, tough man. He is a
good friend of mine, so I am
really thinking a lot of him.”

Osborne remains with
the team in a management
role. But Edwards said Os-
borne could return as his
crew chief once his health
issues, which the team has
not disclosed, are resolved.

“What we are trying to do
right now is make the team
better and fix any issues we
might have, which we don’t
even know exactly what the
issues are,” Edwards said. “If
we don’t do any better here
and Bob is up to it, we will
probably put Bob right back
in as soon as he is able. If
this goes well and Bob is
doing well in his new role
and that is the best thing for
him and Chad is doing
great, then we will move for-
ward with that. Nothing is in
stone right now. It could be
a whole difference scenario
next week and we all know
that. We are doing every-
thing we can right now to be
as good as we can right
now.”

For now, Edwards is
working on establishing a
relationship with Norris.

They’re off to a good start,
as Edwards was second in
qualifying on Saturday.

“I think with the structure
at Roush and the way we
have done things, I don’t ex-
pect to miss a beat with
Chad here,” Edwards said.

“We talked a lot here this
last week and even through
the off weekend and I don’t
think that there is really
much of a learning curve.”

Edwards did acknowl-
edge that the relationship
will be different. Osborne
has an engineering back-
ground, while Norris is
more of a traditional crew
chief who will rely on the
team’s engineers for infor-
mation.

“(Osborne) is an engi-
neer and he stands on his
own two feet and does what
he thinks is right and that
has given us a huge amount
of success,” Edwards said.
“Chad appears to be — and
I don’t know him really well
yet — (but) the structure
seems to be a little different
where it will be a standard
crew chief-driver combina-
tion where he will rely on
the engineers more than
Bob did because he doesn’t
have the same engineering
background. And I think
there will be times where
that is better and times
where that is worse. I think
we will just have to see.”

If things don’t get fixed
quickly, Edwards knows he
is in danger of missing out
on NASCAR’s season-end-
ing Chase after losing the
title to Tony Stewart on a
tiebreaker last season.

“Chad and I agreed we
are putting our feelings
aside,” Edwards said. “We
are going to tell each other

everything. If I don’t like
something he is doing, I am
going to tell him, and if I am
doing something he doesn’t
like he is going to tell me.
We are going to race hard,
communicate and it doesn’t
matter. If we like each other,
great. If we yell at each
other, it doesn’t matter. We
are going to try to be fast. It
seems to be going well so
far.”

Five-time Cup champion
Jimmie Johnson says the
move could jolt the No. 99
team’s performance.

“It’s tough, but they are at
a point and time where they
have to do something differ-
ent,” Jimmie Johnson said.
“I’d imagine that from the
final few laps at Homestead
until now has been the
toughest part. Now they’ve
probably turned the page
and moving forward with
the decisions they’ve made.
I would assume it brings a
little bit of new life and ex-
citement to the program.”

Johnson isn’t exactly an
expert on going through
crew chief changes, given
his longstanding partner-
ship with Chad Knaus, but
he imagines that Edwards
won’t spend much time
looking backward.

“If I was Carl, it’s time to
look forward,” Johnson said.
“We’ve turned the page,
we’ve made the decision,
and he had a short period of
time to get stuff done for this
year.”
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Denny Hamlin, center, signs autographs for fans Saturday after winning the pole for today's NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race at Indianapolis Motor
Speedway in Indianapolis.

Edwards on the record
Health issues drove crew chief switch

HARRODSBURG — One
man who made his mark in
the show ring and two peo-
ple who worked tirelessly
behind the scenes have
been inducted into the Mer-
cer County Fair & Horse
Show Hall of Fame.

Breeder, trainer and ex-
hibitor Don Harris and
longtime contributors Sue
Alexander and Frank “F.C.”
Lawson and the late Sue
Alexander were honored
before Saturday’s champi-
onship program at the Mer-
cer County Fairgrounds.
ey were represented by
family members at the cere-
mony.

A closer look at the hon-
orees:

Don Harris
An accomplished horse-

man for nearly seven
decades and an innovator
in the saddlehorse business,
Harris showed a number of
champions in the Harrods-
burg ring and had two
three-gaited champions
and two five-gaited champi-
ons at the World’s Champi-
onship Horse Show

A native of Elberfeld,
Ind., he began showing
ponies at a young age. He
declined a basketball schol-
arship to Purdue University,
choosing instead to concen-
trate on training and show-
ing horses.

Harris won his first
world’s championship in
1967 on Wild And Lovely,
and his long list of world’s
champions includes four-
time winners CH Imperator
(five-gaited champion in
1980, ’81, ’85 and ’86) and
Finesterre’s Gift Of Love
(three-gaited champion
from 1975-78).

He was inducted into the
United Professional Horse-
men’s Association Tom
Moore Hall of Fame in 1993
and received the American

Horse Shows Association
lifetime achievement award
in 2009.

Sue Alexander
Alexander replaced her

husband on the Mercer fair
board following his death in
February 2003 and served
the fair until her own death
in March 2012, including as
the awards coordinator in
center ring during the horse
show and as a coordinator
of the academy shows. She
also researched and wrote
the induction tributes for
the fair’s hall of fame in-
ductees.

She was active in a broad
range of equine activities,
including the Central Ken-
tucky Walking Horse Show
Association, the Ohio Valley
Walking Horse Association
and Central Kentucky Rid-
ing For Hope. She was also
active in the Lexington
Lions and Lioness clubs and
in the Lexington Lions Club
Bluegrass Fair.

She was married to
equine photographer John
Alexander, who was in-
ducted posthumously into
the Mercer hall of fame
2008, and was the assistant
and customary service rep-
resentative for their busi-
ness, Alexander Equine
Photography.

Frank “F.C.” Lawson
Lawson has been a friend

of and contributor to the fair
and horse show for many
years, wearing a number of
hats until failing health kept
him away.

He served on the fair
board for more than 20
years, worked in the secre-
tary’s office and also worked
with the beef and sheep
shows and the beauty pag-
eants.

***
Results of Friday and Sat-

urday’s classes were not
available at press time.

Horse show 
hall of fame
inducts three

By ART LANDER Jr.

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife

FRANKFORT — Oaks are
the most important tree
species to wildlife in Ken-
tucky forests, but the impact
of this year’s drought re-
mains to be seen. White
oaks are faring better than
red oaks so far.

White oaks produce
acorns that are a critical
food source for squirrels,
white-tailed deer, wild
turkey, black bear and
many non-game species.
White oak acorns are pre-
ferred by wildlife because
they are more palatable.
Acorns produced by red
oaks contain tannin, which
makes them bitter.

White oaks can produce
acorns every year. Entire
crops are often lost due to
late freezes and heavy rains
just as pollination of oak
flowers begins as well as
summer droughts.

Philip Sharp, a private
lands wildlife biologist for
the Kentucky Department
of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources in Crittenden
County, said it’s too soon to
make a prediction on the
mast crop in western Ken-
tucky, the area of the state
most affected by drought.

“Our white oaks have small
acorns now, but that’s
pretty typical for this time of
year. ey can grow a lot in
a short period of time and
fill out in late summer.”

Red oaks are not faring as
well. “Some areas of west-
ern Kentucky are really dry.
ere are places that have
had about a half-inch of
rain in the past two
months,” said Sharp. “I’m
concerned. e dry condi-
tions are killing some of our
red oak trees on ridges with
thin soils.”

According to the U.S.
Drought Monitor, Critten-
den and parts of nine other
Kentucky counties along
the lower Ohio River are
classified as being in an ex-
ceptional drought, the dri-
est category of five listed.
Because it takes two years
for red oak acorns to ma-
ture, and not all trees pro-
duce mature acorns in the
same year, red oaks are a
more reliable source of
acorns on an annual basis.

David Yancy, senior deer
biologist for the Kentucky
Fish and Wildlife, said a mix
of white and red oak species
is preferred. “is will en-
sure that some acorns will
be there for wildlife when
there’s a failure of the white

oak crop.”
According to the Univer-

sity of Kentucky Coopera-
tive Extension Service,
there are 10 native species
of oak trees in Kentucky: six
members of the red oak
group and four of the white
oak group.

Typically, it takes an oak
tree about 20 years to start
producing acorns.

e U.S. Forest Service’s
1981 wildlife habitat man-
agement handbook said the
white oak (Quercus alba)

followed by the chestnut
oak are the two white oak
species in Kentucky that
produce the highest yields
of acorns. For red oaks, it’s
the northern red oak (Quer-
cus rubra), then the scarlet
oak (Quercus coccinea).

e leaves are a good
way to tell the difference
between white oaks and red
oaks. White oak leaves are
narrower (about 4 inches)
with rounded lobes. Red
oak leaves are wider (as
wide as 6 inches) with

pointed lobes.
Although oaks are con-

sidered intermediate in
their tolerance to shade,
they grow best on sites with
openings in the forest
canopy and minimal com-
petition for sunlight, water
and nutrients from other
plants. Oak stands regener-
ate naturally by sprouting
acorns as well as stump
sprouts.

Since acorns and other
hard mast are so important
to wildlife, department biol-
ogists began an annual sur-
vey in 1953 to assess each
year’s crop. Biologists walk
the same route every year
and determine the propor-
tion of trees bearing hard
mast by observing nuts on
hickories, white and red oak
and beech trees.

e mast survey helps bi-
ologists predict game avail-
ability and behavior. For
example, each year’s esti-
mate of the number of
squirrels available to
hunters is based on the pre-
vious year’s mast crop.

In years when the mast
crop is sparse, deer and
wild turkey are more vul-
nerable to hunters because
game must move around
more to find food. In years
of plenty, deer and turkey
harvests are likely to de-
crease because food
sources are available every-
where, so there isn’t as
much game movement.

Nuts begin to mature in
mid-September. e annual
survey will be conducted
this year between Aug. 15
and Sept. 1.

Oaks most beneficial trees to wildlife, but suffering in drought
Archery tournament set

e fourth annual Camp Calvary 3D Shootout archery
tournament is taking place Aug. 11  at 475 Camp Calvary
lane in Mackville.

e shoot runs from 10 a.m. to noon. ere will be an
open class, a men’s and women’s bowhunter class, a
youth bowhunter class for ages 15-under, a Genesis class
and a traditional bowhunting class.

e cost is $15, and children ages 12-under at $5.
For information, call Rusty Ruble at (502) 839-9837 or

(502) 600-1020.

White oak acorns such as these provide important food for wildlife,
especially deer. This year’s drought conditions impacted the production
of red oak acorns, but the impact on white oak acorns remains to be
seen.

Greinke traded to Angels
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) —

The Los Angeles Angels
made their latest big move
Friday, acquiring ace
pitcher Zack Greinke from
the Milwaukee Brewers for
rookie shortstop Jean Se-
gura and two minor lea-
guers.

By winning the sweep-
stakes for Greinke, perhaps
the most-prized arm avail-
able before Tuesday’s trade
deadline, the aggressive An-
gels followed up a huge off-

season highlighted by the
big-money signings of free-
agent stars Albert Pujols and
C.J. Wilson.

“It should be fun. They
are a great team,” Greinke
said in Milwaukee when the
deal was completed. “After
the first month of the sea-
son, they have been one of
the best teams in baseball.
There is a lot of talent there.
A lot of great players. The
pitching staff will be pretty
incredible.”


