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Beginning group piano classes for adults age 60 and older 
are being offered at The Music Institute of Lexington start-
ing the week of Aug. 20. 

Each class has a maximum of eight students and meets 
for one hour weekly for 14 weeks. Classes are held in a group 
piano lab connected to a conferencing system that enables 
each student to hear only his or her piano and the instruc-
tor’s piano. 

An open house will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Aug. 15 in The Music Institute piano lab inside Trinity Hill 
United Methodist Church, 3600 Tates Creek Road. 

The beginner-level classes cover basic principles of music 
reading and keyboard skills. No music background is re-
quired. It is not necessary to own a piano to enroll in a class. 
The piano lab is also available for practice outside of regular 
class hours. Advanced classes are available for experienced 
players. 

For information, contact The Music Institute office at 
(859) 273-9991 or office@musicforlexington.org, or visit 
Musicforlexington.org.  

Share your ideas about Lexington’s growth
Members of the public are invited to share ideas on how 

Lexington should grow and prosper. As part of the 2012 
Comprehensive Plan update, several strategies are being con-
sidered that will enable Lexington to grow without disturb-
ing its existing farmland. 

The strategies include broadening options for infill and 
redevelopment; protecting existing neighborhoods and de-
signing exceptional new ones; and identifying areas that need 
specialized planning.

Staff from the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Govern-
ment Division of Planning will lead two public meetings 
with identical formats. The meetings will be 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Aug. 14 at Tates Creek Golf Course Ballroom next to the 
Tates Creek Aquatic Center, 1400 Gainesway Drive, and 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Aug. 15 at the Northside Branch of the Lexington 
Public Library, 1733 Russell Cave Road.

Planning staff will be on hand to answer questions about 
the strategies for the 2012 Comprehensive Plan update. Pub-
lic comments will be collected and concerns reported to the 
Planning Commission.

State conference on AIDS, hepatitis Aug. 14-15
The 2012 Kentucky Conference on HIV/AIDS and Viral 

Hepatitis will be held Aug. 14-15 at the Clarion Hotel, 1950 
Newtown Pike. The conference is for anyone interested or 
dedicated to stopping the spread of HIV/AIDS, including 
health care and social services professionals, as well as com-
munity members who are interested in improving the quality 
of life for those living with HIV/AIDS.

To register for the conference or for information, visit 
Kyconference.com or call 1-800-420-7431.

A reception, which is free and open to the public, will be 
held at 5 p.m. Aug. 14 and will feature information about 

HIV/AIDS, as well as games and prizes.

Get ticket packages for Make-A-Wish Day at Keeneland 
Tickets are on sale for Make-A-Wish Day at Keeneland on 

Oct. 10.
Since 2008, the Thoroughbred industry and Keeneland 

have teamed up to grant the wishes of nine Kentucky chil-
dren battling life-threatening medical conditions each year by 
hosting Make-A-Wish Day at Keeneland.

As guests of honor, the Wish Families enjoy a VIP after-
noon at Keeneland highlighted by lunch and a behind-the-
scenes tour of the track. Wish Families meet the Keeneland 
jockeys in the paddock and watch a race from the winner’s 
circle, and at the end of each race, the Wish Children present 
the trophy for the race named after the sponsoring farms.

The Wishing at the Races ticket package is $25 and 
includes one general admission ticket, reserved seating in the 
grandstand, a Keeneland program, Thornton’s free fountain 
drink coupons and a limited edition T-shirt designed by a 
past Keeneland Kid. A multi-ticket package is available for 
$100 and includes five general admission tickets, reserved 
seats in the grandstand, Keeneland programs, Thornton’s free 
fountain drink coupons and limited edition T-shirts. Packages 
are not tax-deductible.

Vouchers for both ticket packages can be purchased online 
at Makeawishky.org or by calling (502) 272-4375.

Find out how to relate to dementia patient
Learn how to be a best friend to a family member or 

friend with dementia at a workshop that will teach how to 
relate to a person with dementia to improve communication, 
enhance quality of life and provide a sense of comfort and 
security.  

Presented by Tonya Cox, MSW and hosted by the Al-
zheimer’s Association Greater Kentucky/Southern Indiana 
Chapter, the program will take place from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Aug. 27 at the Lexington Senior Center, 1530 Nicholasville 
Road. Registration is required. Call 1-800-272-3900 or email 
infoky-in@alz.org.

Gathering for the memory-impaired, caregivers
The Memory Café provides an informal setting for 

caregivers and their loved ones with memory problems to 
socialize and interact with other families and professionals 
while sharing and creating old and new experiences. Edu-
cational materials and expertise are provided through an 
informational table and staff from the Center on Aging and 
the Alzheimer’s Disease Center.

The Memory Café will meet from 3 to 5 p.m. Monday 
at the Living Arts and Science Center, 362 North Martin 
Luther King Boulevard.  

The Memory Café is free and open to anyone with 
memory problems and their caregivers. 

Hosted by the Sanders-Brown Center on Aging and the 
Living Arts and Science Center, the event also receives sup-
port from the Alzheimer’s Association, the Bluegrass Area 
Agency on Aging and various UK departments. To sign up 
or to learn more about the Memory Café, contact Caitlin 
McGuire at (859) 257-8971.

Never too old to learn piano
FAYETTE COUNTY

serving senior citizens. 
Two years later, UK cre-

ated the most famous piece 
of that effort: the Donovan 
Fellowship program, which 
allows Kentuckians 65 and 
older to take university 
classes tuition-free. Time 
magazine profiled the 
Donovan Scholars in 1966, 
calling it the first program 
of its kind in the nation.

UK’s lifelong learning 
programs expanded over 
the years, and they have 
grown dramatically since 
2007. That was when the 
Bernard Osher Foundation 
of San Francisco provided 
UK with significant funding 
to create the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute, one of 
117 such programs around 
the country.

The UK institute’s 
motto: Where curiosity 
never retires.

For a $25 annual fee, in-
stitute members get admis-
sion to seminars, day trips 
and other activities. They 
also can enroll in non-credit 
courses, most of which cost 
$15 each. The courses meet 
from six to eight weeks, 
mostly on weekdays and 
some Saturdays, at churches 
and libraries all over Lex-
ington. Some courses also 
are offered in Morehead 
and Somerset.

The program is open 
to people 50 and older, 
“although we don’t card 
anybody,” said Susan 
 Bottom, chairwoman of the 
program’s advisory board.

“I love to learn and 
I love people who are 
curious and interested and 
 energetic,” said Bottom, 64, 
who moved to Lexington 
to be near her nieces and 
nephews after a career in 
military logistics. 

“These are the most 
amazing people,” she said 
of the institute’s students 
and instructors. “They’re 
interested in everything, 
and they bring their life 
experiences and knowledge 
with them. Just to be with 
them is so much fun.”

People who join the 
program can attend the 
Thursday afternoon forum 
sessions, each with a dif-
ferent speaker. This fall’s 
speakers will share their 
expertise on everything 
from Chinese opera and 
the cities of Siberia to the 

role of the U.S. Merchant 
Marine  during World War 
II.

This fall’s 39 course of-
ferings range from comput-
ers to culture, plus  history, 
literature, languages, 
performing and visual arts, 
and health and wellness. 
Subjects include digital 
photography, line dancing, 
painting, acting, advanced 
Spanish conversation and 
much more.

Instructors come from a 
variety of backgrounds, and 
their courses reflect their 
hobbies as well as their 
current or former vocations. 
For example, Tom Miller, 
a retired UK psychology 
professor, is teaching a 
class this fall in model 
railroading.

“We bring expertise but 
mostly our passion to the 
classroom, because we’re 
teaching our peers,” Bottom 
said. “It’s about staying 
young, staying connected, 
staying aware. It’s about 
the enjoyment of new 
things and new thoughts. 
No papers, no tests. Just 
learning.”

Bottom has taken 
courses in the U.S. Consti-
tution’s Bill of Rights and 
in Chinese culture, but now 
she spends most of her time 
teaching. Her degrees were 
in journalism and public 
affairs, but her passion is 
history.

This fall, Bottom is 
teaching a history course: 
Napoleon and Wellington 
on the Road to Waterloo. 
Among the students who 
already have registered for 
the course is Anne Purple, 
who has been  active in 
UK senior education 
 programs since she moved 
to  Lexington in 1990. At 
age 89, Purple has four 
 children, 12 grandchildren 
and eight great-grand-
children. But she still 
makes time to exercise her 
mind and body. 

“If you don’t use it, you 
lose it,” Purple said. “I re-
member a history teacher in 
college say, ‘Don’t ever stop 
learning!’ There are just too 
many facets of life to not 
keep your mind active any 
way you can.”

Tom Eblen: (859) 231-1415. 
Email: teblen@herald-leader.
com. Twitter: @tomeblen.  
Blog: Tomeblen.bloginky.com.
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Dancing to a championship beat
Dancers from Laura’s School of Dance in Richmond competed last month at the VIP Dance national competition in Panana City 
Beach, Fla.,, where they won two titles. Seven Nation Army — Ashley Davis, Allison Jones, Hannah Johnson, Zoe McGuire and 
Paige Swope — won the teen small group national title. Ballroom Blitz — Taylor Berryman, Allie Hazelwood, Kaylee Miller, Emma 
Rupard and Morgan Swope — won the junior small group national title.  Ballroom Blitz also received the second-highest score of all 
age groups and pieces, second place in the Most Entertaining category and the highest score of all the tap pieces in the competi-
tion. Front row, from left: Emma Rupard, Isabella Murphy, Ryleigh Blythe, Kelcee Gabbard, Kylee St. Pierre, Grace Robinson and 
Gabriella Henrich. Middle row, from left: Savannah Moore, Allie Hazelwood, Ashley Davis, Hannah Burchell, Kaylee Miller, Taylor 
Berryman and Kennedy Stacy. Back row, from left: Paige Swope, Hannah Johnson, Sarah Bonn, Morgan Swope, Allison Jones and 
Zoe McGuire.
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JESSAMINE COUNTY

The Kentucky Blood Center will hold a mobile drive 
from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday at the Jessamine County 
Public Library, 600 South Main Street, Nicholasville. A 
second blood drive will be 2 to 4 p.m. the same day at 
Habitat for Humanity Restore, 321 North Main Street, 
Nicholasville. 

If you are in good health, weigh at least 110 pounds, 
have a photo I.D. and are at least 17 years old, you could 
be a lifesaving blood donor. If you are 16 years old, 
you may donate with a signed parent permission slip. 
 Prospective donors must complete a confidential health 
questionnaire and pass a mini-physical. For information, 
call (859) 276-2534.

Lowe named dean of Asbury graduate school
Asbury University has announced that 

Verna Lowe, a professor with 30 years 
of experience in the classroom and in 
 leadership at the university, has accepted 
a newly created position as dean of the 
School of Graduate and Professional 
 Studies. Previously, Lowe served as dean of 
the School of Education at Asbury, which 
she led to nationally recognized success. 
The School of Graduate and Professional 

Studies includes degree-completion programs, a master of 
social work program, and online and face-to-face programs 
in education. 

Lowe has a bachelor’s degree in elementary and 
 special education from Southern Wesleyan University, 
a master’s degree as a school psychologist from the 
University of Kentucky and a doctor of education degree 
from UK.

Blood drive at 2 Nicholasville sites

Lowe

Angela Gibbs, a social worker at the Bluegrass Rape 
Crisis Center, is counseling a married woman who needs 
$750 to pay the household’s rent and electric bills.

The woman has worked for more than 10 years. She 
 recently had to take non-paid medical leave to have 
 surgery, which was successful. The family fell behind 
on the bills due to the loss of her income during that 
 procedure and recovery. She has been able to return to 
work but will not receive a paycheck for two weeks.  

Once the bills are paid, the family will be able to 
 manage again.

You can help: Lex-Care Inc., P.O. Box 1328, Lexington, 
Ky. 40588.  Contact  Lex-Care at (859) 699-9859 or  
Lexcare.org.

LEX-CARE

Surgery leads to unpaid bills
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Lexington Southeastern team heading for Babe Ruth World Series
For the first time since the league began in 1974, Lexington Southeastern will have a team in a Babe Ruth World Series. The 
15-year-olds will play Aug. 18 to 25 in Van Buren, Ark., after winning the district tournament on their home field and then the Ohio 
Valley Region in Henderson. League president Shawn Yeary said a car wash fund-raiser will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday 
at Veterans Park. Anyone interested in contributing to a fund to help defray expenses should contact Piper Stockham at (859) 333-
1411 or piperstockham@insightbb.com. Front row, from left: Tanner Hart, Jeff Chandler, Josh Miller, Taylor Dunbar, Aaron McGeorge, 
Max Sweet, Collin Coolbaugh and Jordan Russell. Back row, from left: Coach David Slone, left, manager Todd Hart, Kylon Bibb, 
Gatewood Robbins, Parker Yeary, Jack Tipton, Matt Vassil, Tanner McCoy, Justice Slone, Trey Sturdivant, Connor O’Neil and Coach 
Tim O’Neil.


