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Satwant Singh Kaleka 
Paramjit Kaur 
Brian Murphy 
Sita Singh 
Prakash Singh 
Punjab Singh 
Ranjit Singh 
Santokh Singh 
Suveg Singh 
Remember these people — 

victims of a killer who attacked 
the Sikh Temple of Wisconsin in 
Oak Creek on Sunday morning. 
Six are dead, three grievously 
injured by a man with a 9mm 
handgun legally purchased at 
the end of July. Police killed 
him when he turned the gun on 
them. 

Wade Michael Page was 40 
when he died ignominiously on 
the ground outside the temple. 
The authorities have not of-
ficially labeled his actions a “hate 
crime,” but in a broader sense, 
they are exactly that — hate 
rained down on innocent people 
on a beautiful Sunday morning 
in August. 

It is essential over the com-
ing days to try to understand 
Page and his actions so we can 
better learn how to prevent such 
wanton acts. But today, it is 
more important to remember the 
victims and their courage. Those 
stories are only now beginning 
to be told. 

We want to remember what 
Satwant Singh Kaleka did. At 65, 
he died after trying to tackle the 

much younger gunman. He was 
the temple’s president. 

We want to remember the 
children who saw the horrible 
event unfolding outside the 
temple and spread the alarm. 

We want to remember Oak 
Creek Police Lt. Brian Murphy, 
a 21-year veteran of the force 
and the first officer to reach 
the scene. Murphy immediately 
tended to one of the wounded 
outside the temple and was 
ambushed by the killer who shot 
him eight or nine times. When 
other officers ran to his aid, 
Murphy waved them off. 

“He told them to go into the 
temple” to help the other wound-
ed, Oak Creek Police Chief 
John Edwards said. Murphy is 
hospitalized along with Santokh 
Singh and Punjab Singh. 

There are reports that Page 
was connected to white suprema-
cist hate groups — that he was, 
in the words of an expert at the 
Southern Poverty Law Center, a 
“frustrated neo-Nazi.” Authori-
ties say the shootings might have 
been an act of “domestic terror-
ism” and that Page acted alone. 

Page was the leader of a 
racist white-power rock band, 
according to the SPLC. One of 
his band’s album covers depicts 
a grotesque disembodied white 
arm punching an African-Amer-
ican man. The center, which 
investigates hate crimes, had 
tracked Page for years. Federal 

authorities said there was “no ac-
tive investigation” into Page; he 
apparently hadn’t done anything 
to get on their radar screen. 

“That’s one of the problems 
with cases like this,” said Teresa 
Carlson, the special FBI agent in 
charge in Milwaukee. “People do 
need to be vigilant and look for 
suspicious behavior. We need the 
public’s help.” 

There have long been people 
at the fringes of American soci-
ety whose views are a disgrace 
to our values.

Extreme ideas, even hate-
filled ideas, are one price we pay 
for a free society. It’s important 
for investigators to learn as 
much as possible about this 
man’s movements, his motiva-
tions and his connections. His 
apparent ties to a dangerous 
current coursing at the edges of 
American society are troubling. 

But even as we necessarily 
begin the task of trying to ex-
plain the unexplainable, we also 
must remember the victims. 

 We must remember: 
 Satwant Singh Kaleka 
 Paramjit Kaur 
 Brian Murphy 
 Sita Singh 
 Prakash Singh 
 Punjab Singh 
 Ranjit Singh 
 Santokh Singh 
 Suveg Singh
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Shooter’s motives puzzling but 
he is not as important as victims

Members of the Sikh Religious Society temple in Palatine, Ill., held a Monday vigil in memory of those 
killed and wounded at a temple shooting near Milwaukee over the weekend.
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Scurrilous would be a step up for 
Harry Reid. If he were a Republican ... you 
know the drill. The word “McCarthyite” 
would be on everyone’s lips and the thor-
oughly contemptible accusation —  based 
(ha!) on an anonymous “investor” who 
supposedly phoned Reid —would be the 
story of the day. Reid’s fetid slander, and 
not Romney’s response, would preoccupy 
everyone interested in politics.

For Romney to release his tax returns 
now would seem to reward this sort of 
disgraceful tactic. And yet, it may be 
worth doing anyway.

Romney has resisted releasing more 
than two years’ worth of tax returns — 
presumably because he knows that an 
army of Democratic operatives would 
pore over them, plucking out details and 
holding them between tweezers for all 
to see. “Look, Romney has holdings in 
companies doing business in (fill in the 
blank) the Philippines, Russia, China, 
South Africa, Singapore. Did you know 
that you could be arrested for spitting 
on the street in Singapore? Romney has 
described Russia as ‘our No. 1 adversary’ 
in the world, and yet he had stock in com-
pany X that sold widgets to St. Peters-
burg’s water authority! What a hypocrite. 
What a traitor.”

For a few days, there is no doubt, 
we’d hear nothing but repetitions about 
Romney’s great wealth, including in-depth 
examinations of his various holdings, 
whatever they are, and a lurid emphasis 
on anything — like expensive dressage 
horses — that screams money. That much 
is a given.

But the recent dust-up over Romney’s 
Swiss bank account illustrates the limits of 
this sort of strategy for Democrats. Demo-
cratic Party Chairperson Debbie Wasser-
man Schultz unloaded on Romney, saying 
he needed to release his tax returns “So 
we can see why he’s invested in Swiss 
bank accounts and accounts in the Cay-
man Islands. And you know, we also need 
to know why does -- what is the allure of 
investments out of the country?”

Wasserman Schultz’s indignation rang 
hollow when the Weekly Standard dis-
covered that through her 401(k), she had 
investments in foreign drug companies, 
Swiss banks and the state bank of India. 
Just as Wasserman Schultz was hoist, so 

will others be. Everyone is encouraged to 
diversify his or her portfolios.

Also, there is a limit to how long even 
our dutiful, Democratic-leaning, lap-dog 
press can persist with the Romney-is-still-
rich meme. After a few days, even they 
will feel constrained to change topics.

Even if they don’t, there is no reason 
to believe that voters will hold Romney’s 
wealth against him. Americans don’t 
envy the rich; they aspire to become rich 
themselves. Class envy has limited appeal. 
Among recent prominent American politi-
cians, it’s challenging to find a single one 
who is not a millionaire. 

Harry Reid has a net worth estimated 
at between $2.6 and 5 million. Nancy 
Pelosi recently lost $8 million, bringing 
her net worth down to $26.4 million. John 
Boehner is said to have $1.7 million.

Hillary Clinton, one of the most 
popular political figures in the country, is 
worth about $85 million. No one objected 
to her wealth when she ran in 2008, and 
no one suggests it would be a handicap in 
the future.

Ross Perot made history in 1992 and 
1996, getting more votes than any third 
party candidate in history. His status as a 
billionaire was not resented, but instead, 
admired.

Al Gore could have picked up the tab 
when dining with the Clintons. His net 
worth clocks in at about $100 million. 
But he could have asked John Kerry to do 
likewise, as Kerry’s fortune is put at $240 
million.

Darrell Issa and Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger are wealthy men, which hasn’t hurt 
their careers in politics. Teddy Kennedy, 
Mark Warner, John Edwards, Rudy Giu-
liani, Herb Kohl, Rick Scott, Jay Rockefell-
er, Jon Corzine and George W. Bush are/
were all multimillionaires. And let’s not 
forget the man who seems to be mayor of 
New York for life and who is often men-
tioned (by the credulous) as a possible 
national candidate, Michael Bloomberg 
(estimated net worth $22 billion).

Romney’s fortune puts him at the 
higher end of recent presidential candi-
dates, north of Al Gore but south of John 
Kerry. Unlike many in Washington, Rom-
ney made money in the private sector, not 
by political leverage.

 Some voters, however, may conclude 
that Romney’s reluctance to release his tax 
returns suggests that he’s hiding some-
thing. To allay their suspicions, it’s worth 
releasing the returns. Yes, Romney’s rich 
and also charitable and clean. All are plus-
ses in American politics.
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