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Marvin Hamlisch, the Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning composer who imbued his movie and 
Broadway scores with pizazz and panache and 
often found his songs in the upper reaches of 
the pop charts, died Monday in Los Angeles. 
He was 68 and lived in New York.

He collapsed Monday after a brief illness, a 
family friend said.

For a few years starting in 1973, Mr. Ham-
lisch spent practically as much time accepting 
awards for his compositions as he did writing 
them. He is one of a handful of artists to win 
every major creative prize, some of them nu-
merous times, including an Oscar for The Way 
We Were (1973, shared with lyricists Marilyn 
and Alan Bergman), a Grammy as best new 
artist (1974), and a Tony and a Pulitzer for 
A Chorus Line (1975, shared with lyricist Ed-
ward Kleban, director Michael Bennett and 
book writers James Kirkwood Jr. and Nicholas 
Dante). His omnipresence on awards and talk 
shows made him one of the last in a line of 
celebrity composers that included Henry Man-
cini, Burt Bacharach and Stephen Sondheim.

Mr. Hamlisch, bespectacled and somewhat 
gawky, could often appear as the stereotypical 
music school nerd — in fact, at 7, he was the 
youngest student to be accepted at the Juil-
liard School — but his appearance belied his 
intelligence and easy banter with the likes of 
Johnny Carson and Merv Griffin. And his mel-
odies were sure-footed and sometimes swash-
buckling. One, from A Chorus Line, with its 
punchy, brassy lines, distills the essence of the 
Broadway showstopper. The show started as 
a series of taped workshops with Broadway 
dancers, then evolved into a show that opened 
at the Public Theater in 1975 and moved to 
Broadway later that year. It ran for 6,137 per-
formances, the most of any Broadway musical 
until it was surpassed by Cats.

“I have to keep reminding myself that A 
Chorus Line was initially considered weird 
and off the wall,” Mr. Hamlisch told The New 
York Times in 1983. “You mustn’t underesti-
mate an audience’s intelligence.”

The composer Alan Jay Lerner called A 
Chorus Line “the great show business story 
of our time.”

Mr. Hamlisch had a long association with 
Barbra Streisand that began when, at 19, he 
became a rehearsal pianist for her show Funny 
Girl. Yet he told Current Biography in 1976 
that Streisand was reluctant to record what 
became the pair’s greatest collaboration, The 
Way We Were.

“I had to beg her to sing it,” he said. “She 
thought it was too simple.”

Mr. Hamlisch prevailed, though, and the 
song became a No. 1 pop single, an Oscar win-
ner and a signature song for Streisand. They 
continued to work together across the decades 
— Mr. Hamlisch was the musical director for 
her 1994 tour and again found himself accept-
ing an award for his work, this time an Emmy.

Streisand said in a statement through her 
publicist that the world will always remember 
Mr. Hamlisch’s music, but that it was “his bril-
liantly quick mind, his generosity, and deli-
cious sense of humor that made him a delight 
to be around.”

Mr. Hamlisch had his second-biggest pop 
hit with Nobody Does It Better, written with 
lyricist Carole Bayer Sager and the theme from 
the James Bond film The Spy Who Loved Me. 
Carly Simon’s recording of the song reached 
No. 2 in 1977. Thom Yorke, the lead singer of 
the band Radiohead, which has performed the 
song in concert more recently, called it “the 
sexiest song ever written.”

Yet for all his pop success — he and Bayer 
Sager also wrote a No. 1 soul hit for Aretha 
Franklin, Break It to Me Gently — Mr. Ham-
lisch’s first love was writing for theater and 
the movies. His score for The Sting, which 
adapted the ragtime music of Scott Joplin, 
made him a household name in 1973.

Despite the acclaim he received, he often 
said he thought his background scores were 
underappreciated. He said he would love for 
an audience to “see a movie once without the 
music in it” to appreciate how the experience 
changed. He would go on to write more than 
40 movie scores.

Marvin Frederick Hamlisch was born June 
2, 1944, in New York to Jewish parents. His 
father, Max, was an accordionist, and at age 
5 he was reproducing on the piano songs he 
heard on the radio; his entrance into Juilliard 
soon followed. According to his wife, Terre 
Blair, he was being groomed as “the next 
Horowitz,” but when all the doors were closed 
and everyone was gone he would play show 
tunes. He performed some concerts and recit-
als as a teenager at Town Hall and other New 
York sites, but soon gave up on the idea of be-
ing a full-time performer.

“Before every recital, I would violently 
throw up, lose weight, the veins on my hands 
would stand out,” he told Current Biography.

He had no such reaction, though, when his 
song Sunshine, Lollipops and Rainbows be-
came a Top 20 hit in 1965 for Lesley Gore, 
when Mr. Hamlisch was 21. The movie pro-
ducer Sam Spiegel heard him playing piano a 
few years later at a party and as a result Mr. 
Hamlisch scored his first film, The Swimmer.

Mr. Hamlisch soon moved to Los Angeles, 
and the successes snowballed. But he remained 
a New Yorker through and through. He once 
said he liked New York because it was the one 
place “where you’re allowed to wear a tie.”

Mr. Hamlisch is survived by Blair, a televi-
sion broadcaster and producer, whom he mar-
ried in 1989.

Composer made his 
mark with ‘Chorus Line,’ 

‘The Way We Were’
By Rob Hoerburger

The New York TImes

Marvin Hamlisch worked with Barbara 
 Streisand for decades, including collaboration 
on her No. 1 hit, The Way We Were.

  ASSOCIATED PRESS 2011 FILE PHOTO

MARVIN HAMLISCH 1944-2012

JUDITH CRIST 1922-2012

Judith Crist, a caustic, ex-
acting, irreverent, sprightly 
and altogether formidable film 
critic and journalism instruc-
tor who influenced generations 
of reviewers and sent shivers 
through generations of filmmak-
ers, died Tuesday at her home 
in New York. She was 90.

The death was confirmed 
by her daughter-in-law, Robin 
Foster-Crist. Mrs. Crist taught 
at Columbia University’s jour-
nalism school for more than 
50 years and continued to lead 
classes in critical writing de-
spite a heart attack in 2002 and 
having contracted hepatitis C 
in 2005. Her immediate cause 
of death was not announced.

Mrs. Crist — Time maga-
zine once said it “rhymes with 
hissed” — was one of the 
most admired and feared crit-
ics from the 1960s to the ’80s. 
The writer and director Billy 
Wilder quipped that “inviting 
her to review a movie was like 
inviting the Boston Strangler 
to give you a neck massage.”

In feisty manner and crisp 
prose, Mrs. Crist modeled 
herself on actress Bette Davis, 
whom she called the ideal of 
the “forceful woman with a cig-
arette in her hand.” Few critics 
surpassed Mrs. Crist in clout.

She began her movie-re-
viewing career in 1963 at the 
old New York Herald Tribune 
and achieved national stature 
by also working for TV Guide, 
which reached millions of sub-

scribers, and NBC’s Today, 
the country’s highest-rated 
morning TV program.

The best films, she once 
told the Miami Herald, “tell 
you something you didn’t 
know before. They extend 
your vision, they enrich your 
soul. A good movie stretches 
your mind and emotions, tells 

you something about human 
beings and our world.”

She was also open to “deli-
cious trash” — one of her fa-
vorite phrases, which she de-
fined as “entertainment that 
works” but doesn’t seek to 
enlighten. In this category fell 
effective action thrillers such 
as Ridley Scott’s Alien.

Film critic was admired, feared
By Adam Bernstein

The Washington Post

Three days after a gunman 
calling himself the Joker from 
the Batman series shot dead 
12 people in a suburban Den-
ver movie theater, the Nation-
al Rifle Association sent out a 
letter asking for money.

“The future of your Second 
Amendment rights will be at 
stake,” the letter said. “And 
nothing less than the future of 
our country and our freedom 
will be at stake.”

The letter dated July 23, 
sent to NRA supporters in-
cluding people in Colorado, 
doesn’t mention the gunfire 
during the July 20 showing 
of the new Batman movie in 
Aurora, Colo.

It was also sent as the na-
tional debate over gun rights 
has flared up, prompted by 
the Aurora shooting and con-
tinuing after Sunday’s shoot-
ings at a Sikh temple near 
Milwaukee. A gunman iden-
tified as Wade Michael Page, 
40, a U.S. Army veteran, is 
suspected of killing six people 
in that incident before police 
shot him dead.

The four-page solicitation 
from NRA Executive Vice 
President Wayne LaPierre 
was sent to drum up funds 
to underwrite an advertising 
and grassroots campaign to 
defeat President Obama and 
elect gun-rights supporters in 
Congress.

The letter was “very in-
sensitive,” said Eileen McCar-
ron, president of the Colorado 
Ceasefire Capitol Fund, a gun-
control advocacy group.

“Couldn’t they have waited 
at least a week, especially 
here? People’s souls are really 
wounded,” she said.

A copy of the NRA solicita-
tion was provided by a former 

Republican U.S. lawmaker 
who asked not to be identi-
fied as a condition for releas-
ing the letter. The NRA pub-
lic affairs office didn’t return 
phone calls seeking comment 
on the fund-raising letter.

Fund-raising is increasingly 
important to the NRA, based 
in the Washington suburb of 
Fairfax, Va. The gun-rights or-

ganization’s membership dues 
were 44 percent of its income 
in 2010, down from 58 percent 
in 2008. In that period, gifts, 
grants and other contribu-
tions rose to 26 percent from 
16 percent of revenue, accord-
ing to the group’s tax returns. 
Total income was $228 million 
in 2010, compared with $248 
million in 2008.

NRA issued plea for donations 
days after Colorado shooting
By Michael C. Bender

Bloomberg News

AKRON, Ohio — A man 
suspected of calmly walking 
into a hospital’s intensive care 
unit and shooting his wife in 
the head in what may have 
been a mercy killing appeared 
perplexed at the attempted 
murder charge against him 
when he stood before a judge 
Tuesday, asking whether his 
wife was indeed dead.

Hours later, a medical ex-
aminer issued a report ruling 
the woman’s death from the 
gunshot wound a homicide, 
clearing the way for prosecu-
tors to consider more serious 
charges in the shooting of his 
wife of 45 years.

John Wise, 66, is charged 
with shooting his wife, Barba-
ra, at her bedside in the ICU 
unit of Akron General Medi-
cal Center on Saturday. She 
died the next morning.

Wise surrendered to hos-
pital security after the shoot-
ing and has cooperated with 
investigators.

Akron police are looking 
into whether Wise shot his 
wife in a mercy killing. 

Associated Press

Hospital 
shooting seen 

as possible 
mercy killing
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