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$4 West Coast gas expected 
after refinery fire

Richmond, Calif.: A major fire at one of 
the country’s biggest oil refineries that sent 
hundreds of people to hospitals with complaints 
of breathing problems will push gas prices 
above $4 a gallon on the West Coast, analysts 
said Tuesday.

The fire, which sent plumes of black smoke 
over the San Francisco Bay area, erupted 
Monday evening in the massive Chevron refinery 
about 10 miles northeast of San Francisco. It 
was out early Tuesday. The cause of the blaze is 
under investigation.

The West Coast is particularly vulnerable to 
spikes in gasoline prices because it’s not well-
connected to the refineries along the Gulf Coast, 
where most of the country’s refining capacity is 
located, analysts say.

Artist defends graffiti painted 
at Chick-fil-A location

Los Angeles: A gay artist who said he 
painted graffiti on the wall of a Chick-fil-A res-
taurant in Torrance, Calif., said he did not mean 
it as an act of hate.

Artist Manny Castro said he painted 
“Tastes Like Hate” on the side of the restaurant 
Thursday night, the eve of gay-rights protests 
nationwide at the restaurants. He said the 
message was designed “to further a discussion 
about tolerance and acceptance.”
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WASHINGTON -- The Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
is changing air-traffic-control 
procedures after a July 31 in-
cident in which three regional 
jetliners got too close to one 
another at Washington’s Ron-
ald Reagan National Airport.

The incident, in which two 
aircraft were cleared in se-
quence to take off toward an 
arriving flight, occurred be-
cause of a miscommunication 
over switching the runway 
that arrivals were using, ac-
cording to a preliminary FAA 
report.

Controllers won’t be al-

lowed to temporarily switch 
the runways arrivals use un-
til new procedures can be 
drafted, according to the 
report. The agency discov-
ered there were no standard 
protocols for how controllers 
change runway assignments 
in response to a change in the 
weather, which contributed 
to the misunderstandings, ac-
cording to the report.

“While we are training on 
these new procedures, we will 
also reinforce the necessity for 
diligently following existing 
protocols when we turn the 
direction of an airport,” FAA 
Chief Operating Officer David 
Grizzle said in the report.

The agency wants to have 
new processes in place within 
a month, and is using the in-
cidents to improve training 

for tower managers and con-
trollers, it said in the report.

The incident occurred 
when three US Airways Ex-
press regional jetliners flown 
by units of Republic Airways 
Holdings were put on con-
verging pathways near Na-
tional Airport.

The first departing plane, 
Chautauqua Airlines Flight 
3071, came within 0.94 miles 

of the arriving plane, Republic 
Airlines Flight 3329, accord-
ing to an FAA statement. By 
then, the departing aircraft 
had climbed 800 feet above 
the other plane and was con-
tinuing to climb, the agency 
said.

The planes were never 
on head-to-head courses and 
were at different altitudes, the 
FAA said.

WASHINGTON INCIDENT SPURS DECISION

Air-traffic control changing after near-miss
By Alan Levin
Bloomberg News

Pakistanis thronged to a food stall in Karachi on Tuesday to break the fast they have been adhering to as part of Ramadan.
Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic calendar — which is lunar — drifts through the seasons. This year it began at sunset 
July 19. During the month, all able-bodied Muslims after reaching puberty are required to abstain from food, drink (including 
water) and sexual relations from dawn to sunset.
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QUICK, FOOD TO BREAK THE FAST

WASHINGTON — Long be-
fore Wade Michael Page  pulled 
the trigger, private groups were 
quietly monitoring the man 
who killed six worshipers at a 
Sikh temple in Wisconsin. The 
FBI was not.

Constrained by the First 
Amendment and stung by past 
abuses, federal officials are sup-
posed to limit their oversight 
of extremists to those actively 
promoting force or violence. 
And until the moment 
he walked into the Sikh 
temple on Sunday in 
suburban Milwaukee, 
Page had not been on 
the radar of the FBI,  a 
bureau spokesman said 
Tuesday.

“Law enforcement 
is challenged every day 
to balance the civil liberties 
of U.S. citizens against the 
need to investigate activities 
of possible criminal conduct,” 
FBI spokesman Paul Bresson 
said. “No matter how offensive 
to some, we are keenly aware 
that expressing views by itself 
is not a crime.”

Private groups can fill the 
gap, as several did by keeping 
tabs on Page. But for private 
and public officials alike, hate 
monitoring also can pose vex-
ing problems.

“When we know that an 
extremist is talking about tak-
ing violent action, we will def-
initely share that information 
with the Justice Department,” 
Marilyn Mayo, co-director of 
the Anti-Defamation League’s 
Center on Extremism, said 
Tuesday, “but there was no 
reason to believe he was going 
to take this kind of action.”

In the wake of the Sikh 
temple shooting, the Anti-
Defamation League, or ADL, 
and the Southern Poverty 
Law Center both revealed that 
Page had previously come to 
their attention; reportedly, as 
early as 2000. The ADL’s re-
searchers, for instance, had 
analyzed pictures of Page 
playing guitar, adorned with 
tattoos associated with a self-
described white power group 
called the Hammerskins.

“We have been monitoring 
him for the past few years,” 

Mayo said. “Certain people will 
stand out for their activities.”

The private files on Page, 
in turn, were part of the two 
groups’ broader monitoring 
efforts, which are extensive.

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center, for one, has identified 
what it calls “1,018 known 
hate groups” nationwide, in-
cluding 84 in California, 55 in 
Florida, 45 in Texas and 34 in 
North Carolina. The ADL pub-
lishes an online “Extremism in 
America” encyclopedia, whose 

entries range from the 
Nazi Low Riders, found-
ed in California, to the 
Kansas-based Westboro 
Baptist Church, whose 
members won a major 
Supreme Court free-
speech case last year 
concerning protests out-
side military funerals.

No constitutional limits 
impede such private monitor-
ing of groups and individuals, 
though the organizations still 
must be careful in their char-
acterizations.

Several years ago, for in-
stance, retired University of 
Massachusetts political scien-
tist Guenter Lewy successfully 
sued the Southern Poverty 
Law Center after the center re-
ported that his skeptical views 
on what many call the Arme-
nian genocide were shaped by 
financial ties to Turkey. 

Federal officials, too, must 
take care even as they keep 
their eyes peeled.

In early April 2009, the 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity’s Office of Intelligence 
and Analysis issued a report 
warning about “right-wing 
extremism,” including the 
possibility that “disgruntled 
military veterans” would be 
recruited by hate groups. 
Within a week, under fire by 
veterans groups, the depart-
ment retracted the report.

“We are on the lookout for 
criminal and terrorist activ-
ity, but we do not, nor will 
we ever, monitor ideology or 
political beliefs,” Homeland 
Security Secretary Janet Na-
politano said at the time.

Page was an Army veteran, 
administratively discharged, 
reportedly, after being drunk 
on duty.

Civil liberties issues 
prevented FBI from 
monitoring shooter

By Michael Doyle
McClatchy Newspapers

Page

PRETORIA, South Africa — Secre-
tary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
said Tuesday that the world must plan 
urgently to prevent sectarian warfare 
or imported terrorism in Syria after 
President Bashar al-Assad’s regime 
falls, citing the pace of government 
defections and the fact that Syrian 
rebel gains have now opened up a safe 
corridor to Turkey.

Clinton would not predict how long 
Assad can hold on in the face of what 
she called an increasingly better-orga-
nized and better-equipped rebel force, 
but suggested that the United States 
is accelerating planning for what she 
called “the day after.”

“I do think we can begin talking 
about and planning for what happens 
next,” she said during a diplomatic 
visit to South Africa.

“The intensity of the fighting in 
Aleppo, the defections, really point 
out how imperative it is that we come 
together and work toward a good 
transition plan,” she added.

Clinton is to hold emergency talks 
on Syria in Turkey this weekend, with 
discussions focusing largely on the 
crucial period immediately after As-
sad’s eventual fall, U.S. officials said.

The talks are also likely to include 
the new possibilities for getting aid or 
other assistance into Syria along a sud-
denly clear route from Turkey. Rebels 
now hold much of the territory around 
Aleppo, as Clinton noted Tuesday.

“The opposition is becoming in-
creasingly organized and effective,” 
Clinton said. “It now reportedly holds 
territory from northern Aleppo to the 
Turkish border.”

The United States appears more 
willing to use that corridor to help 
the rebel fighters, but Clinton did not 
address the fighters’ long-standing 
request for U.S. military help. The 
Obama administration has supplied 
advanced communications equipment 
but has stopped short of supplying 
guns or other lethal weapons.

Apart from Israel, Turkey is the 
strongest U.S. ally directly affected by 
the unfolding events in Syria.

Clinton urges swift 
planning for post-Assad era

By Ann Gearan
The Washington Post
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Discover Your New Smile...
and Transform Yourself,

Painlessly, with LUMINEERS®!

LUMINEERS® are easy, painless and affordable.

They are backed by a manufacturer’s warranty

and are proven to last for 20 years. Why don’t

you join the other 250,000 happy LUMINEERS®

patients? We’re sure you’ll be happy too!

Please call for your appointment today!
New patients WELCOME!

Promotional offers EXPIRE August 15, 2012.

LUMIDAY EVENT on
Wednesday, August 15, 2012

PLEASE join us for our

*Tooth contouring maybe necessary. Individual cases may vary. **In most cases

The LUMINEERS difference
LUMINEERS TRADITIONAL BRACES

VENEERS

Surgery No Often No**

Anesthetic No* Usually No**

Time required 2 visits Multiple visits Years

Drilling of sensitive No* Yes No

tooth structure

Instant whitening Yes Yes No

that lasts

Close gaps Yes Yes Yes


