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State Auditor Adam Edelen 
is pushing local officials to try 
to collect thousands of dollars 
from Owsley County Clerk 
Sid Gabbard, whose handling 
of taxpayer money has been 
deficient for a decade.

An audit released in June 
showed Gabbard’s office took 
in at least $59,536 in 2010 
that he and employees either 
didn’t put in the bank or didn’t 
record. Much of that money 
should have been passed on 
to other local agencies.

Gabbard’s office shorted 
the school system $5,800, for 
instance, and the fiscal court 
by more than $5,500, the 
audit showed. Gabbard also 
failed to pay money due to 
the sheriff’s office, the county 
attorney, the health depart-
ment and other agencies, the 
audit found.

Gabbard’s poor financial 
practices have deprived agen-
cies of much-needed revenue 
in a poor county, Edelen said 
in a sharply worded letter 
to Owsley County Judge-
Executive Ronnie DeBord 
and County Attorney Henley 
McIntosh.

Edelen said he was aston-
ished to learn local officials 
had not made efforts to col-
lect money due from Gab-
bard’s office for years.

“It’s unfathomable that the 

public stewards of one of the 
poorest counties in the nation 
could turn a blind eye to the 
unnecessary costs inflicted on 
Owsley County taxpayers and 
the high risk for fraud that ex-
ists due to the clerk’s refusal 
to manage the financial activi-
ties of his office,” Edelen said 
in the July 25 letter.

McIntosh said he and 
DeBord are aware of their le-
gal responsibilities. Both said 
they have talked to Gabbard 
about resolving the issue of 
the money he owes.

“I feel confident that what 
the county is owed, we will 
collect,” McIntosh said Tues-
day.

Gabbard did not return a 
phone call seeking comment.

Edelen pointed out that in 
addition to Gabbard not turn-
ing over money to other agen-
cies, his books were in such 
disarray that the audit cost 
the county $43,000 — far 
more than the average cost of 
such work.

Had it not been required to 
cover audit costs, the county 
could have used that money 
to hire additional workers, 
help pay for health insurance 
coverage for employees or 
provide other services, Edel-
en said.

The 2010 audit of Gab-
bard’s office included more 
than 15 examples of problem 
financial practices, ranging 

from failing to give people 
receipts to not sending in 
federal and state tax and re-
tirement withholdings from 
employees’ paychecks.

Gabbard withheld money 
from employees’ checks, but 
didn’t send it in, the audit 
said. He owed $55,000 in 
withholding to the Internal 
Revenue Service and other 
agencies at the end of 2010, 
the audit said.

It was not the first time 
auditors had noted numer-
ous accounting improprieties 
in Gabbard’s office. The 2010 
audit was the ninth in a row 
in which auditors found fi-
nancial controls so poor they 
couldn’t express an opinion 
on the financial condition of 
the office.

“He’s clearly not meeting 
his financial obligation to tax-
payers,” Edelen said of Gab-
bard.

The office had a known 
deficit of $61,398 at the end 
of 2010 — the $59,536 in 
money collected but not de-
posited, along with some dis-
allowed expenses

The true deficit could have 
been higher, but auditors 
could not determine a total 

figure.
Edelen’s office referred 

findings from the audit to sev-
eral other agencies, including 
the IRS, state tax and retire-
ment authorities, and Attor-
ney General Jack Conway’s 
office.

The audit noted that Gab-
bard put more than $43,000 
into his office account af-
ter the end of 2010 — after 
the books should have been 
closed.

The audit could not rule 
out that that money came 
from 2011 collections, which 
would mean shorting that 
year. The 2011 audit has not 
been completed.

Gabbard said in June that 
he had paid the withholding 
money the office owed to fed-
eral and state tax and retire-
ment authorities and would 
fix bookkeeping practices in 
his office.

Edelen told the judge-ex-
ecutive and county attorney 
that the county has a legal ob-
ligation to collect money due 
from Gabbard’s office.

Edelen said in an interview 
that he thinks there has been 
a tolerance for ignoring audit 
findings among some local of-
ficials. It is part of his role as 
a taxpayer watchdog to make 
sure the audits are taken seri-
ously, he said.
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FRANKFORT — The Leg-
islative Research Commission 
must pay the legal fees of 
House Republicans and Dem-
ocratic state Sen. Kathy Stein, 
who successfully challenged 
the redrawing of legislative 
district boundaries earlier this 
year, a judge ruled Tuesday.

Franklin Circuit Judge Phil-
lip J. Shepherd granted the 
plaintiffs’ motion for attorney 
fees in a six-page order.

Shepherd ordered negotia-
tions over the amount of the 
legal bills to be completed by 
Aug. 30. If the parties can’t 
reach a resolution, they must 
file documents in support of 
their request for legal fees by 
Sept. 14, he said.

Bobby Sherman, director 

of the administrative arm of 
the Kentucky General Assem-
bly, could not immediately be 
reached for comment.

House Republicans and 
Stein, of Lexington, success-
fully challenged redistricting 
maps that had been approved 
in this year’s state legislative 
session.

The Kentucky Supreme 
Court ruled that the maps 
were not properly drawn and 
upheld a temporary injunc-
tion to stop the Senate from 
moving Stein’s district in Fay-
ette County to northeastern 
Kentucky.

In June, the legislature’s 
top two leaders — House 
Speaker Greg Stumbo, D-
Prestonsburg, and Senate 
President David Williams, 
R-Burkesville — decided that 

the Kentucky General As-
sembly would pay the LRC’s 
$19,758 legal bill to defend 
the lawsuit brought by House 
Republicans and Stein.

Stumbo also said in June 
that he had no plans to use 
taxpayer money to pay the le-
gal bill of House Republicans. 
He said he would let House 
Minority Leader Jeff Hoover, 
 R-Jamestown, “stand behind his 
word and pay for it himself.”

In February, Hoover said he 
expected legal bills of $75,000 
and that he would seek public 
contributions to pay for them. 
Hoover could not be reached 
Tuesday for comment about 
the judge’s ruling.

Williams, through spokes-
woman Lourdes Baez-Schrad-
er, said he is not surprised 
“when Judge Shepherd takes 
a swipe at the General Assem-
bly.”

Brian Wilkerson, a spokes-
man for Stumbo, said Stumbo 
could not be reached for com-
ment and has not yet seen a 
copy of the judge’s ruling. 

Lawmakers are expected 
to reconsider legislative redis-
tricting in the 2013 General 
Assembly, which begins in 
January.
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have not released their 
names, and their cases were 
handled confidentially.

Court officials said they 
could not comment on the 
case.

However, Bunch said she 
attended a hearing for the 
teens in Williamsburg on 
Tuesday.

Dewayne Bunch suffered 
a critical head injury when 
he tried to break up a fight 
between the teens — then 
15 and 16 — in the cafete-
ria at Whitley County High 
School, where Bunch had 
taught math and science for 
17 years.

The two reportedly were 
fighting over a girl.

Bunch was punched and 
fell to the floor, hitting his 
head. He died July 11 after 
struggling for more than a 
year to recuperate.

Regina Bunch said she 
was allowed to make a state-
ment during the hearing 
Tuesday.

She said she told the 
teens how hard her husband 
had worked to recover and 
of the loss and heartache the 
two had caused.

“I told them, ‘You’ve tak-
en the most important thing 
in my life,’” Bunch said. 

“He was my 
rock.”

B u n c h 
said she and 
D e w a y n e 
Bunch dated 
fo r  seven 
years  and 
h a d  b e e n 
married 12 
years when 
he died.

“I strug-
g l e  every 

day,” she said.
Bunch said the teens 

didn’t seem remorseful dur-
ing the hearing, but she said 
she told them she hopes they 
find a way to deal with what 
they did and live a life of in-
tegrity, like her late husband.

And Bunch said she told 
the teens she will forgive 
them.

Dewayne Bunch served 
more than 20 years in the 
Kentucky National Guard, 
spending time in Iraq and re-
ceiving honors that included 
the Bronze Star, according 
to his House biography.

Bunch, a Republican, won 
election to the state House 
in 2010.

He resigned after being 
injured. Regina Bunch won 
a special election to replace 
him.
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and heroin, he said.
“The numbers reflect the 

national trend,” Bosse said.
The investigation involved 

the use of confidential infor-
mants and multiple undercov-
er drug buys, he said.

The amounts of drugs sold 
“vary from the guy who sells 
one pill to the guy who sells 1 
ounce,” Bosse said.

Seven cars used in trans-
porting drugs or in drug 
transactions were seized, 
Bosse said.

Most of the arrests oc-
curred in Georgetown, but 
some suspects were arrested 
in Lexington and Grant Coun-
ty, Bosse said.

Twenty felony cases had 
been presented to a Scott 
County grand jury before 
Tuesday’s roundup, Scott 
County Commonwealth’s At-
torney Gordie Shaw said. 
More will be presented later.

The roundup involved 30 
Georgetown officers, eight 
deputies with the Scott Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office and five 
Kentucky State Police troop-
ers.

Georgetown Mayor Ever-
ette Varney said the roundup 
demonstrated what police can 
do in a cooperative effort.

“I’ve heard many stories 
about outsiders coming in 
and doing business here in 
Georgetown,” Varney said. 
“We simply want to send a 
message to them: You can 
come in and you can do busi-
ness here, but rest assured: 
We’ll be watching you, we’re 
going to track you down and 
you’re going to be prosecut-
ed.”

Greg Kocher: (859) 231-3305. 
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Other options and fees may apply

Replacement Windows
Financing Available

www.windowsfor189.com

511 E. New Circle Rd., Lexington, KY

(859) 293-2725

White Double-Hung
Premium Grade

Double Pane

Easy Clean

True Lifetime Warranty

Standard Installation

*See store for details.
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Estate Sale
Selection of Property of

Henryk deKwiatkowski Trust

Former owner of

CALUMET FARM
Interiors by Parish-Hadley,

New York

August 10th & 11th • 9am-4pm

Presented by
ANN GREELY INTERIORS

at
497 East Main Street, Lexington, KY

Celebrating our 40thAnniversary

ST. JOHN
CONSOLIDATION

SALE

embry’s
Lansdowne Shoppes • 859-269-3390

www.embrys.com • Mon-Sat 10-6
•

ALREADY REDUCED
50%-70% OFF
PLUS TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

20% OFF

Over 500 Pieces
Merchandise Transferred From

Our Oklahoma City Store

PLUS HUGE SUMMER
FUR CLEARANCE

GOING ON NOW

Try it Free!

888.979.2264

make a real
connection

Ahora en Español 18+

Call Livelinks.
The hottest place to meet

the coolest people.

www.livelinks.com


