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Dear Abby: Like
“Standing My Ground in
New Jersey” ( Jan. 9), I
had decided at a young
age I had no interest in
changing my last name if
I were ever to be married.
For me, the decision had
nothing to do with an es-
tablished career or a fear
of losing myself. I simply
never saw the point.

Would you believe I
fell in love with and mar-
ried a man who asked me
how I felt about him tak-
ing my last name? When
he first mentioned the
idea, I told him he should
think it through because a
name change shouldn’t be
taken lightly. Like “Stan-
ding,” my husband also
had no father figure. He’s
happy to now have a last
name that finally “means
something” to him. — Erin
in El Cajon, Calif.

■ Dear Erin: That col-
umn produced a wide va-
riety of responses from
both men and women.
However, most of my
readers agree “Standing”
and her fiance have an
important decision to
make, and they should
both step back and exam-
ine the options together.
Their comments:

Dear Abby: Most
women around the world
retain their names after
marriage, and children
take their mother’s name
as their middle name and
their father’s name as
their last. It’s only in
English-speaking coun-
tries the tradition exists
for women to take their
husband’s last name. It
originated from the time
when wives were consid-
ered property. — Jane in
Franklin, Tenn.

Dear Abby: The deci-
sion to keep or change
one’s name is a personal
one. In my experience as
a judge, I often see wo-
men ask for their maiden
name to be restored to
them upon a divorce. I
also saw one case in

which the husband in the
divorce requested his for-
mer name be restored to
him. That couple had
used the wife’s name as
their family name when
they married.

I agree with your re-
sponse to postpone the
decision until both of
them have discussed the
issue more fully. How
they handle this decision
will foretell how they will
handle other decisions in
the future. — Judge Tonya
in Florida

Dear Abby: By “Stan-
ding” not changing her
name, which is the cultur-
al norm in this country,
she will create years of
confusion, hassle, con-
stant explanations and
identity issues for her, her
husband and her future
children. Her husband
also will feel a sense of
disconnect that is hard
for her to understand. —
Patricia in the Southwest

Dear Abby: “Stan-
ding” seems to miss the
primary point about en-
tering into a marriage. It’s
not about standing your
ground; it’s about meet-
ing in the middle. Not
once in her letter did she
make a reference to the
fact that what she and her
fiance are doing is for-
maing a new family of
their own. I kept my
maiden name and hy-
phenated it, but was
proud that my husband,
children and I all created
the “Smith” family. —
Susan in Portland, Maine

Dr. Wallace: Recently, a
girl wrote to you that her
parents were divorced
about a year ago and her
father comes to see her
every Saturday morning.
This girl stated she loved
her father, but it was in-
fringing on her free time to
spend four hours every
week with him. You sug-
gested the father and the
daughter do some mean-
ingful things together at
other times during the
week. That’s a good sug-
gestion, but I think the girl
is missing the point. I sure
wish I had her problem.

I am 15, and my par-
ents have been divorced
for four years. My mom
received custody of me,
and my dad used to visit
me once every two weeks.
I really looked forward to
seeing him. We would go
out to eat, see a movie
and go shopping. It was
great fun, and I loved my
dad very much.

Then my dad met
Carolyn, and soon after,
he stopped seeing me.
Carolyn and my dad are
now married, and I
haven’t heard from him in
over two years. He didn’t
even bother to send me a
birthday card on my past
two birthdays. I was ill a
year ago, and my dad did-
n’t even call to find out
how I was doing, even
though he was told I was
in the hospital. I guess he
doesn’t care if I live or
die. Even though he has
forgotten me, I still love
him very much.

I’d like to tell this girl
to enjoy every minute she
shares with her father.
These moments can never
be replaced. — Nameless,
Kansas City, Mo.

■ Nameless: Thanks for

sharing your story with our
teen readers. I hope your
father reads this column
and once again becomes a
responsible parent. He was
a father long before he met
Carolyn.

MY SISTER MEANS WHAT
SHE SAYS. Dr. Wallace:
I’m 17 and really like a
girl who happens to be
my 16-year-old sister’s
best friend. I’d like to ask
her out. I’m positive she
would say yes because of
the way she looks at me.
I’ve “heard it through the
grapevine” she wants to
go out with me. My prob-
lem is my sister. She does
not want me dating this
girl, and she told me if I
do, she would “disown”
me as a brother and she
would not talk to me ever
again. If you knew my sis-
ter, you would understand
she means what she says.
Help. — Jacob, San Luis
Obispo, Calif.

■ Jacob: I’ve changed
my mind several times
but finally decided you
should not date this girl as
long as your sister feels
this way. It appears your
sister is not dating and
does not want to “lose”
her best friend to a dating
situation. But things have
a way of constantly
changing, and perhaps, in
the near future, your sister
will be asked out. It could
be she might even enjoy
double dating with her
best friend and you.

Consider the consequences
for marriage name change

N E I G H B O R S G U I D E L I N E S

Dear Abby is written by
Abigail Van Buren, also

known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips.

Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA

90069. Universal Press
Syndicate.

I hope your father
reads this column

ROBERT
WALLACE

D E A R  A B BY

JEANNIE
PHILLIPS

‘ T W E E N  1 2  &  2 0

Email Dr. Robert Wallace at
rwallace@galesburg.net.
Distributed by Creators

Syndicate Inc.

GETTING IT TO US
■ Neighbors submissions should be
typed or legible. The information should
be clear and concise. Include a name
and daytime phone number in case of
questions. We reserve the right to edit.
■ Submissions and photos can be
emailed to:
celebrations@thenewsenterprise.com —
engagements, births, birthdays, anniver-
saries and five generations.
or
clubs@thenewsenterprise.com — All
club news, including calendar listings for
club activities, military news, and all

other general news submissions.
■ If email is not available, fax the
item(s) to 769-6965, drop them off or
mail to 408 W. Dixie Ave.,
Elizabethtown, KY 42701. Office hours
are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday. There is an after-hours
drop box.

WHAT ABOUT PHOTOS?
■ Photos sent by email should be in
.jpg format. Original black and white or
color prints are accepted. 
■ To have photos returned, include a
self-addressed stamped envelope; oth-

erwise, the photo can be picked up at
the front desk up to one month follow-
ing publication.
■ Be sure to identify the people in the
photo.
■ The News-Enterprise cannot guaran-
tee all photos will be published.

WHAT ARE THE DEADLINES?
Neighbors runs daily and items will pub-
lish first-come, first-serve on a space-
available basis. Celebrations get first
priority to publish on schedule.

QUESTIONS? Call 505-1751

Neighbors
MILITARY

HOW TO USE THIS COLUMN.
Military and military organi-
zation announcements are
published at no charge in
this calendar on Tuesdays.
Items for the calendar must
be turned in by noon
Monday. POC refers to
“point of contact.” Area
codes are listed only for
phone numbers outside the
270 area code. Listings not
updated within a year are
removed. To update or sub-
mit a calendar entry, email
calendars@thenewsenter
prise.com, call 505-1751 or
fax to 769-6965. 

Tuesday
DAV van service, going

from Grayson County to the
Louisville VA Hospital on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Veterans from Elizabeth-
town and Radcliff needing a
ride on these dates may be
picked up at set pick-up
points. Five days notice
needed. POC: Tommy
Vaughn, 854-5630.

English as a second lan-
guage class, 12:30-2:30
p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, sponsored by Army
Community Service. POC:
(502) 624-6291 or 624-
8391. 

Fort Knox Red Cross vol-
unteer orientations, 10
a.m., American Red Cross,
1131 Fifth Ave., Fort Knox.
Volunteers needed as
course instructors, case
workers, disaster team
members, hospital and cler-
ical workers. POC: (502)
624-2163. 

Wednesday
DAV Chapter 003 provides

Hardin and Meade County
veterans transportation to
VA clinic appointments in
Louisville on Monday, Wed-
nesday and Friday. For infor-
mation or to make a reser-
vation, call 877-2229.

VFW Post 10281, Vine
Grove, general membership
meeting, 7 p.m. the second
Wednesday of each month.
POC: Commander Bob
Pack, 877-2138.

Saturday
1st Cavalry Division Asso-

ciation, Fort Knox Area Chap-
ter, 11 a.m., Barker Lodge,
705 Main St., West Point.

All Cavalry soldiers, active
duty and retired, are wel-
come. POC: Bob Magruder,
(502) 239-1522, or Larry
Whelan, (502) 485-12170.

Sunday
Vietnam Veterans of

America, Chapter 1051, The
Gold Vault Patriots, 2 p.m.
March 18, Nolin RECC con-
ference room, 411 Ring
Road, E’town. Membership
open to all Vietnam and
Vietnam era veterans (Au-
gust 1964-May 1975); both
men and women invited to
attend. Bring DD 214 copy
and $20 for membership
dues. POC: Sally Johns,
352-2765; email, etownvva
@gmx.com. Website: www.
vietnamveterans1051.org.

Monday
DAV van service, from

Hardin County to Grayson
County VA Clinic, Mondays
Only. POC: Tom Vaughn,
854-5630.  

Free transportation to
Ireland Army Community Hos-
pital (veterans’ clinic) pro-
vided by Radcliff DAV Chap-
ter 156; must have valid ap-
pointment, a letter from the
doctor and someone to ac-
company you. POC: 351-
3666. Call by Thursday for
Monday appointments. 

Upcoming
11th Armored Cavalry’s

Blackhorse Association’s Gold
Vault Chapter (BHA) 6:30
p.m. March 21, American
Legion Post 113, E’town.
Veterans, active duty, mem-
bers of the 11th ACVVC, LR-
RPS, and AIR CAV Chapters,
and family members of all
eras, who served with or at-
tached to the 11th Cavalry

Regiment, are encouraged
to attend. ALLONS! POC:
Rondo Jackson, rondo@
windstream.net, 242-2833. 

Fort Knox Chapter of the
National Infantry Association,
11 a.m.-1 p.m. March 22,
The Landing Zone, 2723
Spearhead Loop, Fort Knox,
in the Sports Room; anyone
interested in maintaining or
supporting the Infantry ethos
is welcome. POC: Michael
Pesko, 602-7019 or mike.
pesko@us.army.mil.

Ducks Unlimited’s ‘Sport-
man’s Night Out,’ 6 p.m.
March 24, VFW Post
10281, 299 Briggs Lane,
Vine Grove, sponsored by
the Ducks Unlimited Fort
Knox Committee. 2012
marks the 75th anniversary
for DU’s habitat conserva-
tion mission which benefits
wildlife and people. POC:
Robert Gilpin, 900-1254.

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICERS

Several local organizations provide service officers to assist veterans and
their families file claims and appeals for Veterans Affairs benefits.

ORGANIZATION/SITE

American Legion Post 113 
of Elizabethtown
1251 Ring Road

DAV Chapter 003, Elizabethtown
Ireland Army Hospital, Fort
Knox. Enter through the
Patient Services Center next
to the pharmacy waiting area.

DAV Chapter 003
State service officer
Lincoln Trail Career Center, 
916 N. Mulberry St., E’town

DAV Radcliff Chapter 156
Basement, Radcliff City Hall

Fort Knox Veterans Service
Office,
One-stop building 1384, Fort
Knox

Pritchard Community Center
404 W. Mulberry St., E’town

Vine Grove Veterans’ Assistance
and Information Center
Vine Grove City Hall

DAYS

Tuesday
and first
Thursday

Monday,
Tuesday
Wednesday

First three
Thursdays
of the
month

Monday-
Thursdays

Monday-
Thursday

Fourth
Tuesday

Thursday

TIMES

9 a.m.-1 p.m.

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

9 a.m.-noon

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

9 a.m.-noon

1:30-4 p.m.

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

CONTACT

737-9949

Rick Seekman,
351-2917

Dave Jarrett,
765-6340; or
Ron Chasten,
769-9787

351-3666

Clint and Mild-
red Meshew,
(502) 624-
4103

Frank Nieder-
riter, (502)
799-0418 or
(866) 817-
1360.

Ret. Sgt. Maj.
Ralph Martinez
(270) 877-
0675

M I L I TA RY C A L E N DA R

ENGINEERS DEPLOYED FROM FORT KNOX COMPLETE 220 PROJECTS IN AFGHANISTAN

KANDAHAR Air-
field, Afghanistan —
Members of the 533rd
Engineer Detachment,
Forward Engineer Sup-
port Team-Main have
completed 220 engineer-
ing projects in Afghani-
stan since deploying from
Fort Knox on April 4,
2011. The count is contin-
uing.

Maj. Gen. Kendall P.
Cox, commander of Trans-
atlantic Division, U.S. Ar-
my Corps of Engineers,
praised team members
March 1 at Kandahar Air-
field, Afghanistan.

“You guys are phenom-
enal. Completing 220 proj-
ects is huge,” Cox said.

The 533rd FEST-M is a
flexible, self-sustaining ex-
peditionary engineering
asset task-organized to
conduct technical engi-
neering and construction
management in combat or
contingency environ-
ments. The 30 persons de-
ployed include military
and civilian team members
from various disciplines.

Manned by personnel
willing and able to take on
challenges that had previ-
ously delayed execution

of critical projects, the
533rd FEST-M quickly

became the “go-to” source
for rapid design of Battle

Space projects throughout
Afghanistan.

On Jan. 13, 533rd
FEST-M engineers were
recognized by Col. Law-
rence Kominiak, 7th Sus-
tainment Brigade com-
mander for the on-time
completion of a much-
needed repair project to
mitigate flooding around
two Rigger K-Span build-
ings previously construct-
ed near the then undevel-
oped southwest end of the
Kandahar Airfield.

“As airfield develop-
ment continued southward
over the years, drainage
problems increased
around these two build-
ings,” said Charles Oliver,
Chief Engineer. “We de-
veloped a concrete flood
wall around the buildings
with ramps allowing vehi-
cle access and under-
ground drainage to handle
run-off outside the wall
and rainfall within the pro-
tected area,” he said.

The rains came and the
design worked as planned.

The 533rd FEST-M ex-
pects to redeploy to Fort
Knox around April 1.

Rain clouds gather Jan. 13 over the much-needed Rigger K-
Span flood mitigation project designed on short notice and
completed by the 533rd before the beginning of the annual
rainy season at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan.

Col. Culen K. Robinson, commander of 533rd Engineer
Detachment Forward Engineer Support Team-Main, center,
and Sgt. 1st Class Derrick Smikle visit one of Smikle’s
projects Feb. 15 at Shindand Airbase in western
Afghanistan. The Afghan contractor is second from left. 


