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FRANKFORT (AP) A flap
over a proposal to conduct
random drug testing on
welfare recipients delayed
a vote Thursday on legisla-
tion that would impose a
statewide ban on smoking
in public places.
Republican lawmakers

boycotted a meeting of the
House Health and Welfare
Committee because Chair-
man Tom Burch had re-
fused to call the drug test-

ing bill for a vote. That
boycott left the committee
without a quorum.
The drug testing bill,

sponsored by state Rep.
Lonnie Napier, R-Lancast-
er, has proven popular
among lawmakers, more
than 60 of  whom have
signed on as co-sponsors.
State Rep. Brent Hous-

man, R-Paducah, said he

Drug testing
flap holds 
up vote on
smoking ban
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LOUISA Authorities have
arrested a Lawrence Coun-
ty woman for allegedly pos-
ing as a tornado victim to
obtain free lodging at a cab-
in owned by the county.
The defendant, Christy

Thompson, 31, of  Louisa,
also allegedly threw a par-
ty while she was staying in
the cabin that result in the
unit sustaining more than
$500 damage, according to
the Lawrence County Sher-
iff’s Department.
Thompson was arrested

Thursday on a warrant
charging her with false
swearing, second-degree
criminal mischief  and
falsely reporting an inci-
dent, the sheriff’s depart-
ment said. She was lodged
in the Big Sandy Regional
Detention Center.

According to a criminal
complaint sworn out by
Lawrence County Judge-
Executive John Osborne,
Thompson told county offi-
cials her home had been de-
stroyed by a tornado and
was given free lodging in
one of  the cabins at Pleas-

ant Ridge Park the county
was using as storm shel-
ters.
While staying in the cab-

in, Thompson allegedly
had a party, during which
the unit was “defaced,
damaged or destroyed,”
causing a loss of  $500 or

more to the county, the
complaint states.
The sheriff’s department

also served criminal sum-
monses on six other defen-
dants in connection with
the party. Donald L.

Two charged with
misusing storm aid
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ASHLAND An incident
Tuesday that ended with
the arrest of  an Ashland
man on robbery, kidnap-
ping and other charges be-
gan with an investigation
involving a report of  a
man entering the women’s
locker room at the Ash-
land Area YMCA, police
said.
The Ashland Police De-

partment received the ini-
tial complaint just after 3
p.m. Monday. According to
the APD, an investigation
led to the identification of
a suspect, 27-year-old Jef-
frey A. Hurn.

During the course of the
investigation, the APD
said it learned Hurn had
outstanding warrants for
second-degree sodomy
and persistent felony of-
fender.
Officers located Hurn

Tuesday afternoon at a
residence in the 300 block
of 24th Street, the APD
said. Following his arrest,
Hurn told police he had a
medical emergency and
was taken to King’s
Daughters Medical Center
for treatment.
As he was being escort-

ed from KDMC, Hurn
broke away from the ar-
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connected
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How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A10

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

CATLETTSBURGThe Boyd County
Sheriff’s Department and Drug

Enforcement Administration have
made five additional arrests in
connection with an alleged con-
spiracy to distribute prescription
painkillers in the region.

A statement released by the
sheriff’s department said the latest
arrests bring the total to 19 in con-
nection with the investigation.
The most recent indictments in

the investigation included Rick
Young of Fort Myers, Fla., Charlie
Angell, Darnell Butler and Rico

Tillman, all of  Ashland, Ham-
mond Coleman of Fort Myers and
Ashland and Christina Mayhone
of Huntington.
Angell and Butler received ap-

proximately 240,000 oxycodone
pills a year, according to the press
release, with an estimated street

value of $7 million.
It is believed Young was supply-

ing between 15,000 and 20,000 Oxy-
codone pills and taking in $180,000
a week for distribution in the Ash-
land area, according to the release.

More arrests in pill operation

Investigation begins with
report of man entering
women’s locker room

Lawmakers’ boycott leaves
committee without quorum
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OIL SPRINGS A few people are still
sleeping in their cars or campers near
the remains of  what were once
homes in rural Johnson County near-
ly a week after tornadoes tore
through several Kentucky counties.
“We found more kids today that we

didn’t know had damage,” said High-
land Elementary Principal Tom
Cochran.
Cochran said people cleaning up af-

ter the storm need more storage con-

Chain saws
and bleach
needed in
Johnson

Total at 19 in investigation
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A piano from Collista Freewill Baptist Church was found uphill from the church in a parking lot on Thursday.

Trooper Elliott Gollihue rescues an American
flag from a damaged business on Monday. He
hung the flag from some damaged metal with
the hope of restoring American spirit to the
residents of West Liberty.  BEN SHELTON / KSP SeeJOHNSON / Page A10
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ON THE LOSING END
Kittens battle at state but come up just short
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