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BY AUTHORITY.

Sixth Congress of the United States, at
tie Second Session, begun and held at
the City of Washington, in the Territe
ry of Columbia, on Monday the Seven-
teenth of November, One Tbousana
Eight Htlndred.

An AS concerning the Diftricl
of Columbia.

BE it enabled by tb'e Senate and bouse
of Representatives of the United States cf
America in Congress assembled, 1 hat the
laws of the state of Virginia, as'they now
exist shall be and continue in force in that
part of the diftrift of Columbia which was
ceded by the said state to the United
States, andby them accepted for the per-
manent seat of government ; and that the
laws of the state of Maryland, as they now
exist shall be and continue in force in that
part of the said diftrift which was ceded
by that state to the United States, and by
them accepted as aforesaid.

Sec. 2. And be it further enabled, That
the said diftrift of Columbia shall be for-
med into two counties : one county ftiall
contain all that part of said diftrift which
lies on the eaftfideof the river Potomac,
together with the islands therein, and
flidil be called the county of Walhington;
the other county (hall contain all that
part ot said diftrift which lies on the
west side of said river, .and ftiall be called
the county of Alexandria ; and the said
river in its whole course through said dif-
trift fliali be taken andtleemed to all ts

and purposes to be within both of
said counties.

Sec. 3. Be it further enabled,- - That
there ftiall be a court in said diftrift,
which shall be called the circuit court of
of the diftrift of Columbia ; and the
said court and the judges thereof fhal
have all the powers by law vested in the
circuit courts and the judges of the cir-
cuit courts of the United States. Said
court (hall consist of one chief judge, and
two afliftant judges resident within said
diftrift, to hold their refpeftive offices
during good behavior; any two of whom
shall constitute a quorum ; and each of
the said judges ftiall before he enter on
his office take the oath or affirmation
provided by law to be taken by the judges
of the circuit courts of the United
States ; and said court shall have power
toappoint a clerk of the court in each of
said counties, who ftiall take the oath
Snd give a bond with sureties in the man-
ner directed for clerks of the diftrift
courts in the aft to eflablifli the judicia-
ry of the United States.

Sec. 4. Be itfurther enabled, that said
court ftiall, annually, hold sour feffions in
e"ach of said counties, to commence as
follows, to wit : For the county of Wafh-ingto-

at the city of Walhington, oil
the fourth Mondays of March, June,
September and December ; for the coun
ty of Alexandria, at Alexandria, on the
second Mondays of January, April, July
and the first Monday of Oftober.

Sec. 5. Be itfurther enabled, That said
court ftiall have cognizance of all crimes
nd offences commitied-withi- said dif-trift,a-

of all cases in law and equitybe-Uyee- n

parties, both or either of which
shall be resident or be sound within said.
diftrift ; and also of 'all actions or suits
of a civil nature at common law or in
equity, in which the United States shall
be plaintiffs or complainants ; and of all
fejzures on land or water, and all penal-
ties and forfeitures made, arising or ac-

cruing under the law of the United
States. "

Sec. 6. Provided, and be it fur'
tber enabled, That all local aftions fliali
be commenced in their proper counties,'
and that no aftion or suit flull be brought
before said court by any original process
against any person who shall not.be an in-

habitant of, or sound within said diftrift
at the time of serving the writ.

Sec. 7. Be it further enabled, ,That
there ftiall be a marfli'al for the said dif-
trift, who ftiall have the custody of the

aols of said counties, and be accounta-
ble f-- the safe keeping of all prisoners
legally committed therein ;, and he shall
be appointed for the same term, ftiall take
the same oath, give a bond with sureties
in the same manner, ftiall have generally
with.n said diftrift the same powers, and
perform the fanu duties.as is by law di-- r

fted and provided in the case of mar-fiu- ls

of the United States,

Sec. 8. Be it further enabled, That
any final judgment order or decree in said
circuit court, wherein the matter in dif-put-e,

exclusive of costs, ftiall exceed the
value of one hundred dollars, may beire-examine-

d

and reversed or affirmed in the
supreme court of the United States, by
writ of error or appeal, which ftiall be
nrofecutedin the same manner, under the-sam-

regulations, and the same proceed-
ings ftiall be had therein, as is or (hall be
provided in the case of writs; of error
on judgment or appeals upon Orders of
decrees rendered in the circuitoUf f of
the United States. "

Sec. 9. Be it further enabled, That
there shall be appointed an attorney of
the United States for said diftrift,
who fhaW take the oath and perform all
the duties required of the diftrift attor-nie- s

of the United States ; and the said
attorney, marfhaland clerks, ftiall be en-

titled to feceive for their refpeftive ser
vices, the same sees, perquisites and emo-
luments which are by law allowed reflec-
tively to the attorney, marshal and clerk
of the United States, for the diftrift of
Maryland.

Sec. 10. Be it further enabled, That
the chief judge to be appointed by virtue
of this aft, ftiall receive an annual falaiy
of two thousand dollars, and thq two nt

judges of frx'teen hundreddollars
each, to be paid quarterly at the trea-
sury of the United Stttes.

Sec. 11. Be itfurmer enabled, That
there shall be appoinRdin and for each
of the said counties, filch number of dif-cre-et

persons to be justices of the peace,
as the President of the United States
fliali from time to time think expedient ;

to continue in office five years ; and.fuch
justices having taken an oath for the
faithful and impartial discharge of the
duties of the offic!, shall, in all matters
civil and criminall and in whatever, re
lates to the conferyation of the peace,
have all the powers vested in, and shall
perform all the duties required of justi-
ces of the peace as individual magistrates,
by the laws herein before continued in
force in ihofe parts of said diftrift for
which they shall have been refpeftively
appointed ; and they shall have cogni-

zance in personal demands to the value
of twenty dollars, exclusive of costs. ;

which sum they shall not exceed, any law
to tile contrary notwithstanding: And
they ftiall be entitled to receive for their
services the sees allowed for like services
by the laws herein before adopted and
continued in the eastern part of said dif-

trift.
Sec. 12. And be itfurther enabled that

there ftiall be appointed in and for each
of the said Counties a register of wills,
and a judge to b'e called the judge.of the
orphans court, who ftiall each take an oath
for the faithful and impartial discharge of
the duties of his office; and ftiall' have-al- l

the powers, perform all the duties, and
receive the like sees, as are exercised,
performed, and received, by the registers
of wills and judges of the orphan's court
within the state of Maryland, and ap-

peals from the said courts, ftiall be to the
circuit court of said diftrift, who shall
therein have all the powers of the chan-

cellor of the said state.
Sec. 13. And be it further enabled

That in all cases where judgments on de-

crees have been obtained, or hereafter
shall be obtained, on suits now depend-
ing in any of the courts of the common-

wealth of Virginia, or of the state of
Maryland, where the defendant resides
or has property within the diftrift of Co-

lumbia, it shall be lawful for the plaintiff
in such case upon filing an exemplificati-
on of the record'and proceedings in such
suits, with the clerk of the courts of
the county where the defendant refines
or his property may be sound, to sue out
writs of execution thereon,, returnable
to the said court, which fliali be proceed-
ed oh'inthe same manner as is the judg-

ment or decree had originally beem ob-

tained in said court.1' " 1

Sec. 14., And be is further enabled,
That all aftions, suits, p'rocefs, pleadings
and other proceedings of what nature or
kind foever, depending or, existing in the
courts of huftings for the towns of Alex-
andria and George-Tow- shall- be, and
hereby are continued over to the circuit
courts to be tiolden by virtue of this aft,
witihn the diftrift of Columbia, ip roan?
ner following, thai is to lay: all such as
ftiall then be depending and undetermin-
ed, before the court of huftings for the

town or Alexandria to the next cm
ttMBgHflgj V "jJ
amt-- i 'srcourt hereby direfted to be holden iif'tjfe1'

town of Alexandria ; and all such irfjf

mall then be depending and undetermin-
ed, before the courtof huftings for George
Town to the nixt circuit court hereby

holden in the city of Wafliing-to- n

: Provided nevertheless, that where
the personal demand in such cases, exclu-
five of costs, does not exceed the value of
twenty'dollars, the justices of the peace
within J their refpeftive counties, ftiall
have cognizance thereof.

Sec. 15- - And be it further enabled,
That all writs and procefTes whatsoever
which fliali hereafter iffue from the courts
hereby established within the diftrift.
fliali be tested in the name of the chief!
judge of the diftrift of Columbia.

Sec. 16. And be it further enabled,
That nothing'in this act contained fliali
in any wise alter, impeach or impair the
rights granted by or derived from the
a6ls of incorporation of Alexandria and j

George Town, or of any other body cor-

porate or politic within the said diftrift,
except so 'far as relates to the judicial
powers of the corporations of George-Tow- n

and Alexandria.
THEODORE SEDGWICK,

Speaker of the House
of Representatives,

TH : JEFFERSON,
Vice-Preside- nt of the United

States and President' of the Senate.
Approved, February 27, A. D. 180 1.

JOHN ADAMS,
President of the United States.

European Intelligence.

England.

- LONDON, April 10.
Several cxprefies from the admiralty,

have thi3 week been sent to Chatham and
Sheerness, to hasten the equipment of
the mips of war, deftiped to join the sleet
under sir Hyde Parker; and direftine

j them to sail the moment they arc-- ready.
leiterday the Zealous is 74 guns, rear
admiral Totty, and the Plumper gun brig
sailed from Sheerness for the North Sea ;

tempt will be made to pass the Sound till
our fleot is fufficicntly strong to be a match
in the Baltic for all the forces that Ruffia,
bweeden. and Denmark can sit out to op- -
pose it.

Count Woronzow, late Rufiian ambaf-fad- or

at our court, is returning to the
continent by theway of Calais, in'hopes
of a ppeafrngtherefentment of the emperor
Paul, who accused him of detaining the
Human sleet and troops in this country.
His property in Ruffia has been fequeftra-te- d.

Passage of the Sound, by thefeet under
the command of Admiral Parker and
Lord Nelson.
This afternoon aster our paper was at

press, Mr. BafTet, the meflenger, arrived
with difnatches from Dpnmark hv which
we learn, that the English sleet under the
command of sir Hyde Parker, has parted
the Sound, aster an ineffectual opppoliti-on,fro- m

which the sleet sustained very lit-

tle damage. By the Hamburgh mail
which arrived at the same time we
find the particulars have been as fol-

lows :

Copenhagen, March 30.
The Englifli sleet under the command

of admirals Parker and Nelson has pafled
the Sound and is now at anchor near Co-

penhagen.
On'the 28th the Englifli admiral sent a

slag of truce to Col. Strieker, Command-
ant is the fortress of Cronenburg, with
a dispatch, importing'that the hoilile con-

duct of Denmark, "and the sending away
of the Englifli Charge des Affairs, Mr.
Drummondjfrom Copenhagen, renderedit
neceffary for him todemand, whether his
sleet would be permitted to sail by h;

declaring' at the same time
that he fliould consider the first cannon
fliot as-- declaration of war on the part
of Denmark. Col Strieker replied, that
as he knew not witliwhat view so large
a sleet was sent to pal's the Sound, he
could not permit it to pass Cronenburg,
but that he would however, send ,to Co-

penhagen for further orders.
Col. Strieker immediately sent to Co-

penhagen, and in ihj n:ght between the
28th and 29th, he received the moil poli-tiv- e

orders not let the Englifli sleet pass- -

hefb-h-l
Admiral Parker replied, that h

lidered this as a declaration of war,
and that he fliould commence hoflilities
immediately.

Accordingly on the 29th in the aster-moo- n,

the English sleet weighed 'anchor,
&nA next morning about 7 o'clock, sailed

into the entrance of the Sound, with this

wind at North, which was at first very
strong A cannonade immediately com-

menced from the fortress of Cronenberg,
while a battery of 8 guns on the Swedillt
side, hkewife began to sire on the.Englifti
sleet. The Englifli, on their part, threw
kOinbs into Cron&Hburc and Elfineur at
they patted but did little damage, as on
the side dt the Danes only two men were
killed and some wounded. Five of the
foremost of the Englifli ftiips were much
damaged in their paffage by the heavy sire
from the fortress of Cronenburg, but this
did not prevent the pafling of the rest of
the sleet, and in two hours, that is between
7 and 9 in the morning of the 30th the
whole sleet had got through the Sound,
and about 12 they anchored at the dif-- .

tance of of about a German mile- from
Copenhagen.

They lent out two small veffels to take
soundings, but on the outmost batteries
siring on them they retired.

The sleet con lists of 50 sail. It is now
evening, and the Englifli have made no
other attempt, ngfiring a single (hot

Perhaps they will make an attack on
the Road in the night or begin the bom-

bardment of the city. We are however
prepared and in high spirits.

M; ich ii.
The-followin- g is the official account

sent by Col. Strieker, of the paffage of
the Sound by the Englifli sleet :

Cronenburg, March 31
"The Englifli sleet got under sail, and

began to pass the Castle about 7 o'clock.
A cannonade immediately commenced
which continued with great violence on
both sides till half past 8 o'clock, when
aster an 'interval of about half an hour
the rear division began to pass. The can-

nonade was then renewed, and continued
till half past 9. I am convinced that the
enemy's sleet mufthave suffered consider-abl- y

by the cannon of the fortress, but to
what degree it is improffible to determine,
as the ships kept as near the Swedish
coast as poflible. Several of the bombs
thrown by the enemy sell in the fortress
but without doing the smallest damage.
The 'town on the west side is indeed some-wh- at

shattered. Two men were killed by
the enemy's bombs, and we have besides

two others wounded.
(Signed) STRICKER."

On the 29th a Royal ordinance wasif-fue-d

here, laying an embargo on all Eng-
lifli fliips and goods. It is now said that
the Englifli sleet was not firedupon from
the Swedish coast in its paffage of the
Sound; circuraftatices being unfavorable.
The Englifli sleet did not loofc a single
fliip in paffing the sound.

Accordingto thelatt advices tne Juri-tif- li

sleet was drawn up in a semi-circl- e

before Copenhagen.
April 16

Complete Naval Viblory : '

The Park and Tower guns, were sired
yesterday at two o'clock, to announce a
Complete Viftory, which we have gained
.over our ancient ally the Danes. Capt.
OtWay, Sir Hyde Parker's second captain
arrived at the Admiralty with dispatches
containing the official account of this en-

gagement, the particulars of which were
communicated to the Lord Mayor in the
following letter :

u My Lord,
" I have the fatisfaftion to acquaint

your Lordship, that a dispatch has been
received from sir Hyde Parker, dated the
6th inft. giving an account of an attack
having been made on the 2d, under the
command of Lord Nelson, on the enemy's
fliips, composing the line of defence at Co-

penhagen, consisting of two decked ships,
frigates, and floating batledf s, and aster
a severe conflift, whicfi lasted several
hours, the principal part of the line was
silenced, and of 23 fliips and veffels which
composed it, 13 were taken or destroyed
including in that number 7 fliips ot the
line. -

i

" The loss on our side has been 234.
killed, and 641 wounded ; among the for-
mer are captains Moss and Riou, and

latter capt. Sir J. B. Thompfan.
I have the pleasure to add, that sir Hyde
Parker was at anchor with his sleet be-

fore Copenhagen, when the officer lest

a"

Al


