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FRANKFORT — A for-
mer high-ranking official in 
Gov. Steve Beshear’s admin-
istration faces ethics charges 
for allegedly pressuring state 
employees to give money to 
Beshear’s re-election cam-
paign in 2010.

The Executive Branch 
Ethics Commission charged 
Charles Geveden Sr., 
a former deputy sec-
retary with the Jus-
tice and Public Safety 
Cabinet, with three 
ethics violations on 
Monday.

According to the 
charges released by 
the commission, Ge-
veden told state employees 
who worked under him at the 
Justice and Public Safety Cab-
inet that they should give to 
the Democratic governor’s re-
election campaign an amount 
based on how much money 
they made. 

Geveden also allegedly 
used his official position at 
the cabinet to obtain personal 
cell phone numbers of state 

employees. Geveden is also 
accused of allegedly telling a 
subordinate employee to so-
licit campaign contributions 
from individual employees 
who reported to the subordi-
nate.

That subordinate employee 
was not named in the charges 
released Monday. John Stef-
fen, the executive director of 
the Executive Branch Ethics 

Commission, declined 
to name the subor-
dinate employee but 
said that Ethics Com-
mission investigators 
talked to Department 
of Corrections and 
Department of Juve-
nile Justice employ-
ees.

The subordinate declined 
to make the calls, so Geveden 
allegedly made them  himself, 
Steffen said.

Steffen said  there was 
“nothing that suggests that” 
Beshear knew of Geveden’s 
alleged improprieties.

Kerr i  Richardson,  a 
spokeswoman for Beshear, 

Ex-official 
pushed for 
donations

ETHICS PROBE SAYS STATE WORKERS WERE 
PUSHED TO GIVE TO BESHEAR CAMPAIGN

By Beth Musgrave
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

See ETHICS, A6

Two fined: 
Former state 
employees face 
$10,000 fees 
for ethics viola-
tions. Page A3

Emily Foley, of Lexington and a student at the University of Kentucky College of Pharmacy, placed donated bags of presents on 
the recipient’s name for the Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program on Monday.
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The Salvation Army’s 2012 Angel Tree 
program is heading into its final days, and 
officials say the organization has heard from 
more families who are employed, but strug-
gling to get hours.

Many families are having a tough time 
paying rent and keeping up with utility bills, 
which means more families need help from 
Angel Tree, officials say.

The program, which started on Nov. 16, 
winds up Sunday, when all Christmas gifts 
being donated for the Angel Tree should be 
turned in, said Major Debra Ashcraft, area co-
ordinator for the Salvation Army.

According to Ashcraft, the Lexington 
Salvation Army assisted more than 43,220 
needy people in 2010. Last year, that number 
climbed to more than 48,700, she said.

Numbers for 2012 aren’t available yet. But 
Ashcraft said the Salvation Army has had to 
buy more food this year because non-perish-
able food donations weren’t sufficient to ac-
commodate the numbers of people asking for 

A GROWING NEED
Angel Tree program 
finds more families 
battling tough times

By Jim Warren
jwarren@herald-leader.com

Volunteers 
Sara Stin-
nett, left, 
and Gabrielle 
Spencer, both 
of Lexing-
ton, chose a 
child’s gifts 
for the Salva-
tion Army’s 
Angel Tree 
program. 

See ASSISTANCE, A2
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Starting this week, the Herald-Lead-
er and four other Central Kentucky 
newspapers will charge for unlimited ac-
cess to their websites, a growing trend 
as the newspaper industry continues to 
struggle with revenue declines.

The changes are coming Tuesday at 
the Herald-Leader, which is owned by 

California-based The McClatchy Co., 
and began Monday at four area news-
papers owned by Indiana-based Schurz 
Communications: The Advocate-Mes-
senger in Danville, Interior Journal in 
Stanford, Jessamine Journal in Nicho-
lasville and Winchester Sun. 

In Kentucky, more than half of news-
papers now charge in some form for on-
line access, said David Thompson, ex-

ecutive director of the Kentucky Press 
Association.

Around the country, newspapers 
have struggled in recent years as the 
recession led to a decline in advertising 
spending. That came on top of more ad-
vertising already shifting from lucrative 
print media to online, which typically 
has lower prices because of the prolif-

More Ky. newspapers go to digital pay models 
By Scott Sloan

ssloan@herald-leader.com

See WEBSITES, A2

The former chairman of the 
University of Kentucky’s pediat-
rics department wrote a recom-
mendation letter for a UK re-
searcher’s high school 
teaching application 
less than a month af-
ter the researcher was 
suspended from UK 
for fabricating research 
data, and a year after 
he was put on proba-
tion for sexual harass-
ment. 

Tim Bricker, the 
former chairman, 
wrote on UK letter-
head to the Educa-
tion Professional Standards 
Board on Sept. 7, 2010, that 
Eric J. Smart “is an outstand-
ing teacher from both the 

standpoint of content and 
teaching style with all levels 
of learners.”

The seven-page letter then 
listed all of Smart’s teaching 
credits between 1996 and 

2010.
In the same ap-

plication package, 
obtained by the Her-
ald-Leader under the 
state’s Open Records 
law, Smart said he 
had not been and was 
not being reviewed or 
investigated for any 
work-related issues.

But on Aug. 20, 
2010, UK officials 
had informed Smart 

that he was being put on paid 
leave because UK investiga-
tors had found an instance 

Suspended 
researcher got job 

help from UK boss
By Linda B. Blackford

lblackford@herald-leader.com

See RESEARCHER, A2

Eric Smart 
resigned after 

being censured 
for scientific 
misconduct.

’Tis The Season
WALK-IN FLU CLINIC
NOV. 28–DEC. 1 and DEC. 5–8
Wednesdays through Fridays, 4 to 7 p.m.
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Cost: $15 — ADULTS ONLY
Most Insurances Accepted

1250 Keene Road
Nicholasville – Across from Lowe’s
859.887.4100

SaintJosephJessamine.org

so here’s
the deal...

dealsaver.com/lexington
Mi’irie Mon Caribbean Restaurant

$10 for $20


