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Local priests echo
leaders’ sentiment
on coverage issue
By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

The Rev. Joshua McCarty has
spent the past two years working
on a video series that highlights
the Catholic Church’s view on
birth control.

It’s a piece on the theology of
the body, and the priest at St.
Joseph Catholic Church in Bowl-
ing Green hoped to launch it
nationally Friday. The video
release unintentionally coincided
with controversy over a birth con-
trol coverage requirement in Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s health care
plan that would force religious
employers to offer free contracep-
tion to workers.

Local priests echo the senti-
ments of church leaders across the
nation who claim the requirement
is an infringement on their reli-
gious rights. Catholics do not sup-
port the use of birth control.

“For the government to compel
employers and insurance compa-
nies to provide certain services

which are opposed to their beliefs
is unjust,” McCarty said.

In light of such objections,
Obama declared Friday that he
has found a solution: Instead of

Alex Slitz/Daily News
The Rev. Joshua McCarty of St.
Joseph Catholic Church in Bowl-
ing Green says the church took
its stance on birth control by
applying biblical principles to the
issue.

Obama
revises
mandate

BIRTH CONTROL

See ISSUE, 6A
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GOP’s DeCesare seeking
re-election to House seat
By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

After a wild few weeks, Ken-
tucky’s redistricting madness
seemed to subside somewhat Fri-
day afternoon. But not before
state Rep. Jim DeCesare, R-Bowl-
ing Green, returned to familiar ter-
ritory.

Franklin County Circuit Judge
Phillip Shepard on Tuesday
ordered the secretary of state not
to recognize the recently redrawn

legislative districts, so state law-
makers were forced to run in the
2012 election under the existing
boundaries, which were drawn
after the 2000 U.S. census.

The newly drawn House lines
had forced DeCesare into a dis-
trict with two fellow GOP incum-
bents, prompting DeCesare to file
instead as a candidate for a state
Senate seat. On Friday, however,
DeCesare withdrew from Senate
consideration and refiled in the
21st House District, which he cur-
rently serves.

See BUTLER, 6A

WKU’s Rock House will be razed; structural problems blamed
By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

A storied building on Western
Kentucky University’s campus
has been condemned and will be
demolished after an inspection
uncovered significant structural

damage.
The Rock House, which is at

College Street and College
Heights Boulevard, has been used
by WKU’s anthropology depart-
ment since 1996 as a lab for teach-
ing and research and as a place to
house archaeological collections.

The age of the house is uncer-
tain, but it predates WKU. When
the university opened in 1906, an
African-American family was liv-
ing in the house, according to
WKU’s website.

Darlene Applegate, associate
professor of anthropology and

folk studies at WKU, said a work
order had been put in recently to
repair a toilet in the Rock House.
A subsequent inspection led to the
discovery of termite damage and
water damage that compromised
the foundation, resulting in the
building being condemned,

Applegate said.
“We’re in the process of boxing

up everything and we’re going to
move out in early March,” Apple-
gate said.

Built using flat, irregular lime-
stone rocks, the Rock House was
a private residence during the

early 20th century and under-
went multiple remodelings. A
series of owners had used the
house as a studio for music
lessons and rented rooms to
WKU students.

See WESTERN, 6A

Bowling Green Technical College hosts SkillsUSA competition
By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

More than 100 high school
students from the region com-
peted Friday at Bowling Green
Technical College in a regional
SkillsUSA competition.

SkillsUSA, a career and tech-
nical student organization, offers
competitions in a variety of
occupational skill and leadership
areas, including automotive,
welding, carpentry and comput-
er maintenance. High schoolers
from Warren and six surround-
ing counties competed at the
District 4 competition Friday for
a spot at the state competition in
Louisville next month.

Jeremy Stephens, an automo-
tive technology instructor at
BGTC, helped judge the auto-
motive competition, which con-
sisted of three stations where
students were timed as they took
portions of a car apart and put it
back together again.

“It helps teachers evaluate
where their students are com-
pared to other schools,”
Stephens said.

High school students are just
learning automotive basics, and
the competition can help them
see what areas they might need
to practice and determine if they
want to continue in the field, he
said.

Senior Tyler Deasy from
Franklin-Simpson High School
entered the welding sculpture
competition with a horseshoe
armadillo. “I was just thinking
about animals that had a round-
ed exterior,” Deasy said.

He said he hoped the compe-
tition would help him get schol-
arships for college. He’s taken
welding classes at Franklin-
Simpson for three years and
wants to pursue a career in weld-
ing by attending either BGTC or
Ohio State University. Photos by Miranda Pederson/Daily News

Dustin Bell, a senior at Franklin-Simpson High School, grinds a trailer receiver hitch Friday
during the District 4 SkillsUSA welding competition at Bowling Green Technical College.See STUDENTS, 6A

Left: Clinton Snook of Allen County Voca-
tional Technical School installs a brake
pad in a timed trial Friday during the Dis-
trict 4 SkillsUSA automotive competition
at Bowling Green Technical College.
Above: Ryan Stokes of Logan County
High School looks up part specifications
as Tommy Harris, a collision repair pro-
gram teacher at BGTC, times his test.


