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Kentucky forward terrence Jones  dunks the ball as Western Kentucky guard Derrick Gordon de-
fends in the second half thursday. At bottom is Kentucky forward Anthony Davis. 

NCAA TourNAmeNT: KeNTuCKy 81, WesTerN KeNTuCKy 66

LOUISVILLE – Fans in 
the extreme on both sides of 
the Kentucky-Western Ken-
tucky rivalry probably came 
away unhappy with Thurs-
day’s 81-66 victory by the 
top-seeded Wildcats over 
the 16th-seed Hilltoppers 
in the second round of the 
NCAA Division 1 Men’s Bas-
ketball Tournament at the   
KFC Yum! Center.

The Wildcats didn’t get 
the blowout that Kentucky 
fans always hope for, espe-
cially against a pesky in-
state team, and Western fans 
didn’t get the shock-the-
world upset they were wish-
ing for.

But, in fact, the game was 
a winner for both sides...a 
compromise, if you will, be-
tween the extremes. Ken-
tucky played well enough, 
long enough to merit its No. 
1 national ranking and over-
all seed in the tournament, 
while Western Kentucky 
showed it’s missing only a 
little more talent and a lot 
more experience to make an 
impact on this kind of stage.

Uncertainty crept into the 
UK fan base after three rela-
tively sluggish performanc-
es this past weekend at the 

Cats steamroll Tops
WKU’s unlikely run ends; UK takes on iowa State Saturday
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NCAA TourNAmeNT: 
LouisviLLe 69, DAviDsoN 62
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Louisville’s Peyton Siva, right, and Chris Smith celebrate from the 
bench during the first half against Davidson in Portland, ore., 
thursday.

By Kenny OcKer
sports@state-journal.com

PORTLAND, Ore. – The 
No. 4 seed Louisville Cardi-
nals spent most of the first 
half with a slim lead over 
the upset-minded No. 13 
seed Davidson Wildcats in 
the NCAA Tournament sec-
ond round and held a 33-25 
lead at halftime, led by ju-
nior guard Peyton Siva’s nine 
points and four assists.

And then Siva started the 
second half with a steal and 
a slam, and from there Lou-
isville was never threatened. 
The Seattle native put in 
eight points in the first nine 
minutes of the second half, 
finishing with 17 points and 

six assists before fouling out 
with 2:33 to go as the Cardi-
nals (27-9) beat the Wildcats 
(25-8) 69-62 Thursday after-
noon at the Rose Garden.

“Coach said we wouldn’t 
have a home-court advan-
tage,” Siva said. “But if ev-
erybody was like my dad, we 
would.”

Despite a six-year streak 
of making the tournament 
and having reached two Elite 
Eights in that span, this was 
the first time in three years 
that Rick Pitino’s team has won 
a game in the tournament.

“Every year, it’s just differ-
ent. This is a very good bas-
ketball team,” Pitino said. 

cards survive 
vs. Davidson

NCAA TourNAmeNT: 
murrAy sTATe 58, CoLorADo sTATe 41

By BrIAn rIcKerD
sports@state-journal.com

LOUISVILLE – The Mur-
ray State Racers played ten-
tative for a half, but then 
utilized their superior 
quickness and speed to roll 
by the Colorado State Rams, 
58-41, Thursday afternoon 
in the second round of the 
NCAA Division I Men’s Bas-
ketball Tournament at the 
KFC Yum! Center.

Murray State moves on 
to play Marquette Saturday 
in the third round. Mar-
quette eased past Brigham 
Young in the second game 
of the day on Thursday.

In the opener, Murray 
shot just 39.2 percent from 
the field on 20 of 51, hit just 
13 of 26 at the free throw 
line, and was out-rebound-
ed by Colorado State 40-32, 
but the Racers still man-

aged to pull away to win by 
turning over the Rams 22 
times. The Racers turned 
the ball over just eight 
times.

CSU led 24-23 at half-
time, but was never in the 
game once the second half 
started. A suffocating Mur-
ray State defense limited 
the Rams of the Mountain 
West Conference to just two 
points through the first 10 
minutes of the second half.

“What I talked about at 
halftime was that we were 
not playing the way defen-
sively that we had all sea-
son long,” said Murray State 
coach Steve Prohm after his 
team improved to 31-1. “We 
had just one steal and on-
ly nine deflections. That’s 
just not Murray State bas-
ketball. That’s not what our 

racers blow past 
Colorado State
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Murray State forward edward Daniel takes a charge from 
Colorado State forward Will Bell in the second half thursday 
in Louisville. 
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By LInDA yOUnKIn
lyounkin@state-journal.com

Saint Xavier led 9-2 just 
three minutes in against 
Campbellsville University 
Thursday.

It’s hard to say the Cou-
gars won the game at the 
start, but they were well on 
their way to a 75-57 victory 
in the first round of the NA-
IA Div. I Women’s Basket-
ball National Champion-
ship at the Frankfort Con-
vention Center.

“I thought the big key 

was getting off to a quick 
start,” Saint Xavier coach 
Bob Hallberg said. “When 
you’re able to go ahead 9-0, 
6-0, that doesn’t always 
happen.

“When you get down 
here you don’t know a lot 
about the other teams, and 
if you get off to a quick start 
the other team thinks ‘This 
is a good team. We have a 
game on our hands.’

“If you miss your first 
few shots they start to relax 

WomeN’s NAiA TourNAmeNT: 
sAiNT XAvier 75, CAmpbeLLsviLLe 57 
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Campbellsville’s Chelsea Craig tries to make a shot around 
Saint Xavier’s Brittany Jones and Michelle tourtillott during 
the first round of the women’s nAiA tournament at the Frank-
fort Convention Center thursday. 

Campbellsville 
falls to Saint X

By LInDA yOUnKIn
lyounkin@state-journal.com

Fresh off winning two 
state swimming champi-
onships, Western Hills se-
nior Kirsten Nitz has made 
a bigger splash.

Nitz qualified for the 
Olympic Trials in two 
events – the 100 butter-
fly and 100 backstroke – 
last weekend at the Spee-
do Southeastern Sectional 
Swimming Championships 
in Greensboro, N.C.

“I’ve kind of been train-
ing for this all season,” Nitz 
said. “I wanted to get in the 
Olympic Trials in at least 
one event, and it’s really ex-
citing to make it in two.”

At the sectional meet 

Nitz fin-
i s h e d 
s e c ond 
in t he 
100 but-
terfly in 
a time of 
1 min-
ute, 1.31 
s e c -
o n d s . 
S h e 

was fifth in the 100 back in 
1:03.88. She was under the 
Olympic Trial cut time by 
6/10ths of a second in the 
butterfly and 1/10th of a sec-
ond in the backstroke.

“My coach (Marvin Wat-
son) really thought I could 
get the times, and that was 

Nitz qualifies for 
Olympic Trials

Kirsten nitz

By JOsh rAyMer
jraymer@state-journal.com

It took sensational scor-
ing nights from Lavanda 
Ross and Amy Philamlee 
for the Union University 
Lady Bulldogs to distance 
themselves from the frisky 
eighth-seeded Blue Raiders 
of Lindsey Wilson.

Union defeated Lind-
sey Wilson 63-50 in the 
first round of the NAIA 
Div. I Women’s Basket-

ball National Champion-
ship Thursday night at the 
Frankfort Convention Cen-
ter.

Ross led the Lady Bull-
dogs with a game-high 
25 points while Philam-
lee chipped in 18, all on 
3-pointers.

The scoring outbursts 
came as no surprise to 
Union coach Mark Camp-
bell.

WomeN’s NAiA TourNAmeNT: 
uNioN 63, LiNDsey WiLsoN 50

Union holds off LWC
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