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Rain And Mountain Snow Persist Out West

Sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy

A series of disturbances continue moving eastward over the West 
Coast and Rocky Mountains.  This will produce more heavy rain 
showers with heavy snow in the mountains. Meanwhile, warm 
temperatures persist across the Central and Eastern US. 
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Chicago
58° | 78°

Seattle
40° | 48°

San Francisco
46° | 52°

Los Angeles
49° | 60°

El Paso
47° | 80°

Houston
65° | 81°

Denver
45° | 77°

Billings
37° | 66°

Atlanta
56° | 81°

Miami
69° | 81°

Washington D.C.
56° | 75°

New York
50° | 61°Detroit

51° | 72°

Minneapolis
57° | 78°

frankfort conditions

Yesterday’s high .  .  .  .  .  .  . 80
Yesterday’s low .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59
Normal high  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .56
Normal low .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 33
record high .  .  .  .  .  . 81(1944)
record low . .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9(1960)

Tonight

Local records

PRECIPITATION
Yesterday .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0 .21
month’s total .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 .97
Normal month to date . 1 .98
Year’s total .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7 .71
Normal year to date .  . . . .8 .53

SUNRISE/SUNSET
Sunset today  . . . . . . . . .7:48 p .m .
Sunrise tomorrow 7:47 a .m .
Sunset tomorrow  . 7:49 p .m .
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Tonight/Saturday
Saturday, March 17

City/Region
Low | High tempsForecast for

Paducah
59° | 81°

Memphis
63° | 82°

Nashville
59° | 82°

Louisville
59° | 81°

Chattanooga
56° | 82°

Knoxville
56° | 79°

Bristol
54° | 77°

Lexington
56° | 79°
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Tonight | Saturday
Low I high temperatures for the city and Kentucky region

50% chance of show-
ers and thunderstorms.

WEATHER Saturday

60˚
50% chance of show-
eres and storms.

80˚
57˚

Sunday

30% chance of show-
ers and storms.

80˚
56˚

Monday

sunny.

83˚
56˚

Tuesday

sunny. 

83˚
55˚Summary of the week ahead:

It’s going to feel like June in march .

By RANDy PATRICK
associated Press

The state Senate on Thurs-
day cleared a proposed state 
constitutional amendment 
that would limit govern-
ment’s right to intervene in 
religious matters.

The measure, Senate Bill 
158, sponsored by Sen. Jim-
my Higdon, a Lebanon Re-
publican, passed the Senate 
by a vote of 34-4.

The proposal would 
amend Section 5 of the Ken-
tucky Constitution to pro-
hibit government from “bur-
dening actions that are based 
on religious beliefs, except in 
support of a compelling gov-
ernmental interest, using 
the least restrictive means,” 
according to the wording of 
the amendment.

Higdon explained that 
the compelling interest rule 
had been the standard until 
a 1990 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision, EEOC vs. Smith, 
an employment case involv-
ing two Native Americans 
who used the hallucinogen-
ic drug peyote in a religious 
ceremony.

In 1992, he said, Congress 
passed the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act, which 
Kentucky’s amendment 
would mirror. Several other 
states also have similar laws 
on their books.

Higdon said it was iron-
ic that on the same day the 
Senate was voting on the 
proposed amendment, the 
Kentucky Supreme Court 
was hearing a case involving 
some Amish men who were 
jailed over an issue involving 
religious conscience.

Those Amish men in west-
ern Kentucky were arrested 
for refusing to use orange 
reflectors on their horse-
drawn buggies because the 
triangular shape and the 
bright color are offensive to 
their religious beliefs. The 
Senate has passed a bill that 
would let the Amish cover 
their buggies with reflective 
silver tape rather than use 
the triangular signs, and the 
House is considering a simi-
lar measure.

“Senate Bill 158 would 
ensure that Kentucky’s reli-
gious freedoms are respect-
ed,” Higdon said.

Sen. Tim Shaughnessy, 
D-Louisville, was one of the 
four who voted against the 
bill because he said it was 
not necessary.

“Where is the threat to re-
ligious freedom?” he asked.

Shaughnessy reminded 
his colleagues that the Sen-
ate had begun its afternoon 
session with a prayer, and no 
state troopers came to drag 
him out of the chamber.

In order for the amend-

ment to take effect, it would 
have to also pass the House 
of Representatives, be signed 
by the governor and be ap-
proved by the voters in the 
November general election.

During Thursday’s meet-
ing of the Senate, two other 
constitutional amendment 
proposals were also consid-
ered.

Senate Bill 18 by Major-
ity Leader Robert Stivers, 
a Manchester Republican, 
passed the Senate 27-11, 
mostly along party lines, al-
though Senate President Da-
vid Williams, R-Burkesville, 
insisted that it wasn’t a par-
tisan issue because it would 
give neither party an advan-
tage.

The amendment is need-
ed because it is currently im-
possible to comply with Sec-
tion 33 of the Kentucky Con-
stitution, which requires 
the legislature to divide the 
minimum number of coun-
ties necessary to achieve dis-
tricts that are equal in popu-
lation, Stivers said.

The proposal changes 
that rule to require instead 
that each county must have 
as many wholly contained 
legislative districts as its 
population can support be-
fore any division of the coun-
ty can occur.

Williams and Stivers both 
said the bill would benefit 
large counties like Fayette, 
Jefferson and Pulaski, which 
have in the past been split 
several ways to avoid divid-
ing other counties.

Sen. Tom Jensen, R-Lon-
don, said his home county of 
Laurel “has been cut up five 
ways,” but under Stivers’ bill, 
if Laurel has enough popu-
lation for one district, it will 
get at least one wholly con-
tained district before any 
division of the county takes 
place. If it has enough pop-
ulation for two districts, it 
would get two.

The proposal would ap-
ply to state legislative, judi-
cial and congressional re-
districting.

Sen. Gerald Neal, D-Lou-
isville, said the bill doesn’t go 
far enough. The real problem 
with redistricting, he said, is 
that it is too political. He sug-
gested legislation to estab-
lish a commission to “miti-
gate the partisanship” in-
volved in redrawing district 
lines every 10 years, follow-
ing the Census. He said 13 
states now have such boards 
or commissions.

Stivers said he would not 
consider Neal’s proposal.

Williams said there is no 
way to take the politics out 
of the process and that ap-
pointing members to a com-
mission would itself be a po-
litical act.

Senate passes 
measure to protect 
religious freedom


