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Creative | Headed to state competition
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

trip to the state competition 
in Williamsburg, Ky., at the 
University of the Cumber-
lands next Saturday.

Kids choose from five 
problems they want to solve 
as a team. The teams are 
made up of 28 students from 
all six Franklin County el-
ementary schools, selected 
because they are gifted in 
more than one area. 

All the problems are open-
ended, but require kids to 
complete specific tasks. But 
it’s totally up to them to de-
cide how to go from there. 
Adults can ask them ques-
tions or show them how to 
use tools, but they can’t tell 
them how to solve the prob-
lem.

After weeks or months of 
work, they present the result 
at the competition. Fell says 
the kids have spent 10 full 
school days and many hours 
outside of school plugging 
away at the project.

Collins Lane fifth-grader 
Benjamin Miller, 11, helped 
his team build a wood and 
cardboard car that travels a 
complex course. The journey 
brings the vehicle to life, in a 
sense, and triggers a variety 
of human emotions in the 
otherwise inanimate object.

The kids use a banner 
with symbols and paper 
plates with faces drawn on 
them to show how the vehi-
cle is feeling at each stop on 
the course.

“It’s been a fun learning 
experience,” Benjamin said, 
standing next to the red ve-
hicle in a classroom Wednes-
day. “You get to work as part-
ners and teams.”

His teammate William 
Arflack, an 11-year-old fifth-
grader at Bridgeport Elemen-
tary, said it took three tries to 
build the vehicle.

They eventually landed on 
a wooden frame surrounded 
by cardboard and a fabric 
roof for easy entrance. The 
kids attached wheels to the 
bottom and stuck a license 
plate and bumper stickers to 
the back.

 They use their feet to pro-
pel it forward and a rope to 
move in reverse.

William says he was excit-
ed to win first-place at the re-
gional competition, and he’s 
looking forward to state. If 
they succeed there, the kids 
will be eligible to go to World 
Finals at Iowa State Universi-
ty in May.

The competition will fea-
ture participants from across 
the U.S. and more than 20 
countries in South America, 
Europe and Asia.

Elkhorn Elementary fifth-
grader Cassy Dycus, 11, and 
her team studied a real NASA 
satellite photo of a giant 
green swirl in the ocean.

Without any explanation 
of the picture, it was up to 
them to dream up both the 
problem and the solution. 
Cassy said teams get three 
to five points for a creative 
answer, and one point for a 
common answer.

They decided a meteor 
cracked open and leaked 
green, metallic goo in the wa-
ter, and they wrote a skit that 

sent them time traveling to 
clean it up with a magnet.

Cassy says the kids 
learned a lot more through 
teamwork than they would 
with a teacher leading the 
way.

“You can tell what’s going 
to work and what isn’t,” she 
said. “That’s important be-
cause you’re not always go-
ing to have someone there to 
tell you.”

Hearn Elementary fifth-
grader Bennet Tate, 11, said 
his team had a $145 limit for 
the project – costumes, set 
construction, props and ev-
erything. If they found some-
thing at home they wanted 
to use, they had to assign a 
“yard sale price” to it and de-
duct that from their budget.

Another team of “odyssey 
angels” gives advice to indi-
viduals and the community 
at large through an 8-minute 
skit. They chose to center the 
performance on the issue of 
pollution.

Westridge Elementary 
fifth-grader Sydney Edwards 
and Hearn Elementary fifth-
grader Olivia Hagg, both 11, 
said the performance has re-
quired a lot of practice.

By working on the long-
term project as a team, the 
girls said they learned to be 
more responsible. If one per-
son didn’t bring a costume 
or arrived unprepared, it 
slowed down everyone, they 
said.

Teammates Amelia Wil-
son, 10, and Carter Stinnett, 
11, both from Collins Lane, 
said they had to build a tiny 
balsa wood tower that would 
hold a heavy load, with only 
glue and epoxy in their tool 
box.

The structure had to be at 
least 8 inches tall and weigh 
less than 15 grams – just a 
fraction of a pound. Their 
tower held an astonishing 
110 pounds at the regional 
competition, but of course, 
they must rebuild it every 
time, so anything could hap-
pen at state.

Carter says he “spent at 
least two or three hours pon-
dering over the design” to get 
it right, a rectangular prism 
with double-thickness joists 
and additional strips of wood 
crisscrossed inside to hold it 
steady.

“We’re always trying to 
improve it,” he said. “Every-
thing can be improved.”

Without Odyssey of 
the Mind, Carter says he 
wouldn’t know about the 
Pythagorean theorem, trig-
onometry and other math 
concepts that helped him 
build the tower.

“We’re thrilled to have 
this opportunity,” he said, in 
between practices Wednes-
day. “It’s fantastic.”

Earlier this week the kids 
watched video of their per-
formances at regionals, cri-
tiquing their work like ath-
letes watching game film.

They practiced the “spon-
taneous” challenge, which 
pits teams against one an-
other to solve a problem in 
about five minutes. When 
they travel to the state com-
petition, they must take part 
in several spontaneous chal-
lenges.

On Wednesday, that task 
was to build and advertise 
a new product made from 
household items provided to 
them in a plastic bag, things 
like cotton balls, foam cups, 
aluminum foil, fabric, clay, 
paper clips and markers.

The teams came up with 
a mind-reading helmet, a 
large “buddy pen” with arms 
and a tail, Christmas wrap-
ping paper that sticks to any-
thing, and an automatic floor 
sweeper and mop.

Fell says she’s seen the 
kids’ teamwork skills grow, 
and they’ve become more in-
dependent students. They’ve 
also benefited from working 
with their peers from differ-
ent schools.

As a teacher, it’s about giv-
ing them the confidence they 
need to succeed.

“It’s hard not to jump in 
there, but it’s been really 
clear that they learn more 
from their mistakes than if 
somebody told them what to 
do,” she said.

 “I think that after doing 
this program, the kids be-
lieve in themselves a little bit 
more because they’ve been 
given something that’s dif-
ficult – even for adults – and 
have solved the problem in 
their own ways and done 
things they never thought 
they could do.”

HannaH Reel/HReel@state-jouRnal.com                

odyssey of the mind team members julia martinez, olivia Hagg, john caldwell, Dylan jamison, sidney edwards and caitlyn Barnes 
perform a cheer about the importance of recycling. 

HannaH Reel/HReel@state-jouRnal.com                

julia Blackburn is pulled off the set by caitlyn Barnes.
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2012 FRANKLIN COUNTY 
CLEANUP WEEK SCHEDULE

March 19 - 23
• Free dumping at landfill - no voucher required
• 8:00 am - 4:00 pm (no trailers or dump trucks)

March 21 - 24
• Scrap metal and appliance recycling drive at 

Lakeview Park
• Drop times are daylight hours only 

(enter off Steadmantown Lane)

March 24
• Free residential dumping at the BVA Landfill
• Drop times 8:00 am - 12 pm 

(no trailers or dump trucks)

March 24
• County Solid Waste and Road Departments will 

have dumpsters at these locations:
- Old Peaks Mill School - Lakeview Park
- Switzer Fire Station - Owenton Rd. Fire Station
- Bald Knob Fire Station - Evergreen Rd. Fire Station
- Choateville Ruritan Club

DROP TIMES 8:00 AM TO 2:00 PM.
WE WILL NOT TAKE ANY LIQUIDS, TIRES, 

BATTERIES OR PROPANE/GAS TANKS 
AT ANY OF THESE LOCATIONS.

Open 7 Days a Week

502-223-8333
NEXT TO AUTOZONE & BIG LOTS

Delivery: Min. $15.00 • Carry Out or Dine In

10% 
Off
Any 

Purchase
Expires 4/5/12


