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Positive predictions 
from local GOP

Former gubernatorial candidate speaks

Millions 
for us in 
road plan

Projects include pedestrian 
bridge across East Main
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WEEKLY POLL: Pension COLA freeze
Is a two-year suspension of cost-of-living adjustments for public 
pensioners justified?   Yes, 29%  No, 70% Total votes: 167

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return
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nFormer Clinton staffer tapped as new secretary 
for the Cabinet of Health and Family Services.
nStudents get a behind-the-scemes peek at 
State Jouranl presses.
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Creativity comes to life

Murray StatE 
blowS PaSt 

Colorado StatE 
SportS b1

UK thUMps WKU
SportS b1

By KevIn Wheatley
kwheatley@state-journal.com

The House has passed a 
two-year, $3.5 billion road 
plan that includes fund-
ing to reconstruct an inter-
section near the temporary 
courthouse, widen Louis-
ville Road, build a pedestri-
an bridge across East Main 
Street near Kentucky State 
University’s campus and 
fund a study of traffic flow 
through downtown Frank-
fort.

Franklin County is set to 
receive $3.5 million in the 
remainder of this fiscal year 
and $10.9 million and $16.9 
million in fiscal years 2013 
and 2014, respectively, ac-

cording to the road plan.
It cleared the House Ap-

propriations and Revenue 
Committee by a 25-1 vote 
Thursday, and the full House 
passed it by a 88-4 vote to-
day.

Key projects in Franklin 
County include $8.2 million 
to enhance East Main Street 
between Schenkel Lane and 
Martin Luther King Boule-
vard, including a pedestri-
an bridge on Kentucky State 
University’s campus; $14.2 
million to widen Louisville 
Road from west of the South 
Benson Creek Bridge to Vicky 
Way; $1.1 million this year to 
reconstruct the intersection 
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dressed as a mummy, anna Simpson chases Sean weber as her odyssey of the Mind team, consisting of fourth- and fifth-graders 
from Franklin County elementary schools, rehearse their performance for an upcoming competition.

Program allows kids to find solutions to tough problems
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Maegan johnson operates the “ooh-motional vehicle” made by her team.
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odyssey of the Mind team member logan johnson performs a goofy dance while rehearsing 
with his team.

By KatheRan Wasson
kwasson@state-journal.com

A 
group of Franklin 
County students 
are headed to a 
state competition 

where the most creative an-
swers win.

The Odyssey of the Mind 
Program “teaches students to 
learn creative problem-solv-
ing methods while having 
fun in the process,” accord-
ing to the New Jersey-based 
organization’s website.

The program, in existence 
for more than 25 years, gives 
kids open-ended problems 
so they learn to think up cre-
ative solutions. They work 
in groups of up to seven to 
ponder problems, working 
on a solution for weeks or 
months.

Brooke Fell, a teacher for 
gifted and talented kids at 
Hearn Elementary, said Od-
yssey gives students a break 
from the typical cut-and-
dry classroom and lets their 
minds wander. The program 
made it to Franklin County 
for the first time this year.

“Kids are allowed to be 
creative and use those ideas 
that sometimes are thought 
of as impossible, and then try 
to make their ideas come to 
life,” said Fell, who coaches 
the teams with teachers Me-
lissa Rash, Shannon Crump 
and Marcia Garland.

“In the regular classroom, 
there are so many demands 
and expectations with state 
standards, that there’s just 
not a lot of time to do wide-
open things like that.”

In a regional match earlier 
this month, three of Franklin 
County’s four teams finished 
first. The fourth team placed 
third.

That earned them all a 
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state journal staff report

The City of Frankfort has 
received two bids for the St. 
Clair Parking Garage.

Dunn & Son LLC and re-
tired coal executive Mike 
Templeman both filed bids 
for the parking garage before 
Thursday’s 2 p.m. deadline, 
said Public Works Director 
Jeff Hackbart. 

Templeman, a Frankfort 
resident who ran for Con-
gress in 2010, bid $51,500 for 

the dilapidated garage. 
“I own several pieces of 

property in Frankfort, and 
it’s just something I thought 
I could do something with,” 
Templeman said Thursday.

Templeman acknowl-
edged it’s going to be a lot of 
work if he’s awarded the bid, 
saying the $51,500 wouldn’t 
cover the necessary rehabili-
tation.

2 place bids for St. 
Clair parking Garage
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By KevIn Wheatley
kwheatley@state-journal.com

The upcoming elections 
make this year the most 
important politically since 
Abraham Lincoln was elect-
ed president, former guber-
natorial candidate Larry 
Forgy told a group of more 
than 50 Thursday.

Forgy, wearing an Andy 
Barr sticker on his sport coat, 
was the keynote speaker at 
this year’s Lincoln Day Din-
ner hosted by the Franklin 
County Republican Wom-

en’s Club.
He mixed light-hearted 

stories with a prediction that 
President Barack Obama 
would lose in an “astound-
ing way” come November.

“This is the year we parcel 
out the future political phi-
losophy of the United States 
and do so for the duration in 
so far as we can see it,” Forgy 
said. 

“This is the year when we 
decide if we are going to go 
down the path toward Eu-

linColn day dinner
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