
By JOANNA KING

jking@amnews.com

With walls decorated by
memorabilia from the
likes of John Travolta

and Elizabeth Taylor and structures
built and furnished over 63 theater
seasons, it’s easy to imagine why the
TV show “American Pickers” might
be attracted to Pioneer Playhouse
and what they may have taken with
them when they left.

Unfortunately, due to a pesky
confidentially contract between
Playhouse owner Charlotte Henson
and the show, all we can do is imag-
ine.

What we do know is that the His-
tory Channel’s show hosts, Mike
Wolfe and Frank Fritz, spent time
and money there earlier this month,
filming an episode that likely will
run in early summer.

e show’s premise is part scav-
enger hunt as the two run down
clues and part treasure hunt as what
they find each week may be a price-
less artifact — or not. It’s the quest
as much as the find that makes the
show producers describe as “just
two ordinary guys looking for ex-
traordinary things” such a hit.

ey must have been in heaven at
the Pioneer Playhouse.

By the time the show airs, Henson
may be too busy to watch. “We will
have five plays in 10 weeks,” she
said.

What looks like a sleepy ghost
town today echoes with the energy
of the more than 3,000 actors who
have taken the stage the late Col.
Eben C. Henson and his bride,

Charlotte, brought to Danville. Very
soon, the property will start to fill up
with youngsters with stars in their
eyes who will perform under star-
filled skies.

As a working summer-stock
school of drama, some like Travolta
and Lee Majors who performed
there went on to become icons of a
generation. All who come through
leave with memories of Danville and
Kentucky as represented by Pioneer
Playhouse.

Henson said her late husband
grew the compound through barter-
ing and cunning as much as any-
thing.

“e beams here,” she points out
some of the massive elements of a
sturdy structure, “he got those by
trading a bottle of bourbon for
each.”

Sounds like a good deal, both
ways, considering the beams are still
intact and Kentucky still holds a
place of honor among bourbons.

Maybe one of those dusty bottles
was tucked away somewhere wait-
ing to be discovered? One can only
imagine.

Preparations are already under
way leading up to this year’s season,
which begins June 8-23 with “Drac-
ula Bites.”
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FOOD: Delicious, no-fuss desserts — A6

COMING  
TOMORROW

GLOSS, a new women’s 
magazine published by Advocate 
Communications Inc., premiers
Thursday. Pick up your copy in
The Advocate-Messenger.

KENTUCKY LOTTERY

TUESDAY
MIDDAY

Pick 3: 0-5-4
Pick 4: 1-4-1-4

EVENING
Pick 3: 2-9-2
Pick 4: 2-5-9-6

Mega Millions: 3-9-15-37-38
Mega Ball 39
Megaplier 4

Cash Ball: 19-23-25-26
Cash Ball 17

Kicker 0-7-1-6-2
5 Card Cash:

9D, 9S, KH, 6H, 5H

By STEPHANIE MOJICA

smojica@amnews.com

Danville City Commission has
narrowed the pool of city manager
applicants to three finalists after
an unanimous vote Tuesday.

After commissioners spent
about 2 hours and 40 minutes in
executive session, Mayor Bernie
Hunstad informed a small audi-
ence that they had reached a con-
sensus regarding which three
applicants they want to interview
in person. Until now, all interviews
have taken place via Skype during

executive sessions.
City Commissioner Ryan Mont-

gomery made a motion to move
forward in the interview process
with the three finalists, whose
identities have not been released.
Commissioner Kevin Caudill sec-
onded the motion.

e next step is for City Clerk
Donna Peek to contact the three
candidates and make travel
arrangements so they can be inter-
viewed in Danville. Hunstad
hopes members of the Citizens
Committee will act as hosts to can-
didates visiting from out of town.

It was not clear whether In-
terim City Manager Ron Scott,
who stepped into the role in Au-
gust, was one of the three finalists.
e city manager position be-
came vacant in May when com-
missioners fired Paul Stansbury
in a 3-2 vote.

In an 11-month period,
Danville spent more than $300,000
on city manager-related matters.
e figure does not count city per-
sonnel or city attorney time and
does not include the soon-to-be-
incurred expenses for bringing city
manager candidates to Danville.

Search for city manager narrowed to 3 finalists

Stephanie Mojica/smojica@amnews.com

Danville City Commissioners J.H. Atkins, left, and Kevin Caudill are shown during Tues-
day's meeting. Commissioners voted unanimously to narrow the search for a new city
manager to three finalists. 

By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

ey likely won’t get
there all at once, but those
who want an expanded sys-
tem of trails for running,
walking and biking in
Danville and Boyle County
glimpsed a way forward
during a summit meeting
Tuesday night.

About 50 people turned
out to see what Danville’s
Community Trails Commit-
tee and ird Rock Consult-
ants of Lexington have been
working on to increase non-
motorized transportation
options.

ird Rock was hired by
the city for about $10,000 to
help plan a trail connecting
Bate-Wood Park to Bate
Middle School using funds
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“American Pickers” filmed earlier this month at Pioneer Playhouse in Danville. The show is about “just two ordinary guys looking for ex-
traordinary things.” 

History Channel’s ‘American Pickers’ films at playhouse

Treasure hunt

Joanna King/jking@amnews.com

Mum’s the word about a recent visit by the History Channel’s “American Pickers” show to
Pioneer Playhouse, but 63 theater seasons have provided owner Charlotte Henson with plenty
to talk about.

New trail 
system 

envisioned
for city

By TODD KLEFFMAN

tkleffman@amnews.com

HARRODSBURG —
After considering superin-
tendent candidates from
across the state, the Mer-
cer County Board of Edu-
cation ended up sticking
close to home Tuesday
when it removed the in-
terim tag from Dennis
Davis’ title and named him
leader of the school dis-
trict.

Davis, 42, a Mercer
County native who has
worked for the school sys-
tem for 16 years, was
named acting superin-
tendent after Chuck

See TRAILS, on A10

Woolum says she’s
happy with new coach
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