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When balloons drop at the
GOP convention, it may be
one of the lasting ironies of
the campaign that a badly
chosen simile by a top Mitt
Romney aide may have done
more to help the economy —
at least one small corner of it
— than anything said or done
by the Republicans’ three ma-
jor candidates.

Trying to make the obvious
point that a national presiden-
tial campaign is significantly
different from the parties’
nominating campaigns,
Romney senior adviser Eric
Fehrnstrom told CNN on
Wednesday: “I think you hit a
reset button for the fall cam-
paign. Everything changes. It’s
almost like an Etch A Sketch.
You can kind of shake it up,
and we start all over again.”

He’s right, but, my heavens,
did he hand a club to Rom-
ney’s rivals.

They passed out the me-
chanical drawing toys to un-
derscore their point that
Romney will say anything to
get votes and then just as
quickly erase it to write in
something new. And, indeed,
Romney is vulnerable to the
charge that he changes posi-
tions to pander to his audi-
ences.

That propelled Rick Santo-
rum into a flight of really bad
rhetoric, saying that he stood
“firmly on the rocks of free-
dom, not on the sands of an
Etch A Sketch toy.”

If Romney was discomfited
and his opponents grateful for
the gaffe, the Ohio Art Co. of
Bryan, Ohio, maker of Etch A
Sketch, was elated. Sales of the
perennially popular toy
soared, and on Thursday the
company’s stock nearly tripled
to $9.95 a share.

In gratitude for the publici-

ty, it sent large boxes of Etch
A Sketches to the campaigns,
although presumably the gift
was greeted with less enthusi-
asm by the Romney people
than in the Santorum and
Newt Gingrich camps.

Etch A Sketch was first put
on the market in 1960 and has
been a best seller ever since.
It’s in the National Toy Hall of
Fame and the toy industry vot-
ed it one of the 100 best toys
of the 20th century.

But there’s a serious side to
the story that perhaps the
campaigns, once they finish
playing with their gift Etch A
Sketches, might want to ad-
dress. Since 2001, this quintes-
sentially American toy has ac-
tually been manufactured in
Shenzhen, China.

— Scripps Howard
News Service

he killing of 17 unarmed
civilians in Afghanistan is
a brutal reminder of the

true nature of war. The U.S.
Army soldier alleged to have
committed the crime is under in-
tense media scrutiny. Our court
systems, military and civilian, re-
inforce this individual focus.

However, war — including
atrocities — involves society as a
whole as well as the troops, a di-
mension we avoid. The warrior
in domestic context is far too lit-
tle discussed in contemporary
America.

Homer chronicled the Trojan
War in an enduring classic histo-
ry presented in two parts. “The
Iliad” focuses on the combat be-
tween Greeks and Trojans; “The
Odyssey” describes the long
voyage home of Greek leader
Ulysses and his men. They tra-
verse allegorical geography,
struggling to put the horrors of
killing behind them.

Gen. George S. Patton Jr., the

great American combat leader,
was intensely mindful of this di-
mension. He and Gen. James
Doolittle, who led the first air
raid on Tokyo, presided at a
public ceremony in the Los
Angeles Coliseum after the sur-
render of Nazi Germany in
1945.

Patton celebrated the accom-
plishments of the U.S. Third
Army in the victorious drive
across Europe. In honoring these
troops, he stressed in particular
the 40,000 who lost their lives in
the final year of the war. Patton
made such statements regularly
in the few months remaining un-
til his own death. 

Such confirmation is particu-

larly important for warriors rep-
resenting modern democracies.
Our egalitarian ethos and efforts
to abide by the rule of law con-
trast starkly with the traditional
martial spirit.

In the Second World War,
Allied troops were often wel-
comed warmly by peoples liber-
ated from Axis occupation.
Understandably, our media gave
special emphasis to this dimen-
sion. The Korean War created
strong bonds between the U.S.
and the people as well as highly
effective military of South Korea.
The first Gulf War liberated an
oppressed population.

The Vietnam, Afghanistan
and Iraq wars have been differ-
ent. During Vietnam, military
personnel were generally dis-
couraged from discussing their
service with the civilian popula-
tion at large. For many
Americans, opposition to the
war grew into hostility to our
own military. There was no col-

lective welcome home. 
During and for years after the

Vietnam War, association with
the military could result in social
ostracism and diminished em-
ployment prospects. Collective-
ly, our society encouraged both
anxiety and shame among veter-
ans. Many middle-aged vets of
that war suffer without a Ulysses,
troubled — and troublesome.

The Afghanistan and Iraq
wars evolved without this prob-
lem. Visits to Washington in par-
ticular provide visible reminders
of the uniformed military, espe-
cially on public transportation. 

However, constant rotation of
active-duty personnel back into
danger has been extremely
stressful. Enormous psychologi-
cal strains have been added to
physical dangers, and families
suffer heavily as well. Too often,
needs of military people have
been sacrificed for society’s com-
fort overall.

Additionally, the end of the

military draft over the long term
has encouraged growing distance
between the military and wider
society. This makes honoring
veterans even more important,
but easier to avoid.

To right this imbalance, more
veterans should run for public
office. Members of Tom Bro-
kaw’s “Greatest Generation” em-
phasized service in uniform dur-
ing World War II and in civilian
government. Every president
from Harry Truman through
George H. W. Bush served in
our military.

What Washington needs
above all is the sort of sensible
realism such men and women
can bring to policy. 

Arthur I. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished
Professor at Wisconsin’s Carthage

College and author of “After
the Cold War.” Reach him

at acyr@carthage.edu. Distributed
by Scripps Howard News Service.

ARTHUR I.
CYR

When authorities investigated
a call about about possible animal
cruelty last week at a mobile
home in Vine Grove, they found
more than 100 dogs living in
cramped quarters and unsanitary
conditions.

A husband and wife, who po-
lice suspect were selling the dogs,
each face 103 counts of second-
degree animal cruelty.

Authorities and volunteers
have reported the animals were
without water in a room where
the temperature was about 80 de-
grees, some dogs had feces mat-
ted in their fur and two dead pup-
pies were found.

Whether these animals were
pets or inventory, such conditions
are shameful and simply unac-
ceptable.

There are consequences for
second-degree animal cruelty.
The misdemeanor charge is pun-
ishable by up to one year in jail.

Thankfully, someone called
animal control, initiating the raid.

Thankfully, Hardin County
Animal Control and other offi-
cials were able to remove the ani-
mals and had resources to pro-
vide food and medical attention.

Thankfully, volunteers were
on hand to help rescue the ani-
mals and continue to care for the
nursing mothers and puppies too
young to be held by animal con-
trol. The volunteer response — as-
sisting authorities within an hour
— and the Hardin County com-
munity’s compassion for animals
is admirable.

There likely are many others
in the community interested in
helping. Those involved in the
case, for which the dogs are being
held as evidence and cannot be
adopted, said donations are best.

Animal Control plans to post a
list of items to be used at the shel-
ter on Nicholas Street in Eliza-
bethtown on Hardin County gov-
ernment’s website, www.
hcky.org. Donations also may be
made to PAWS Inc. at www.
pawsdonations.org or to Pet Pro-
tection at Buried Treasure at 326
W. Dixie Ave. in Elizabethtown.

Still, there is more to do be-
yond meeting the immediate
needs of these animals.

We challenge all to do their
part to help stop puppy mills.

Commercial breeders exist be-
cause the market allows it. Those
considering a new dog should
take steps to make sure their pup-
py isn’t the offspring a mistreated
breeder dog.

The Humane Society of the
United States suggests consider-
ing adopting a dog rather than
buying one, taking profit out of
the equation.

If you do buy a puppy, the so-
ciety recommends finding a re-
sponsible breeder and viewing
with your own eyes the facilities
where the puppy and its parents
are cared for.

Ask questions. Go ahead and
question a seller’s honesty, too.
An honest person won’t mind the
questions and should be happy to
provide documentation.

Suppose a man with five pup-
pies in a cardboard box at a road-
side stand tells you the litter be-
longs to his beloved longtime pet.
Ask to meet his beloved pet at his
home. Only then would you
know those puppies are not five
of dozens. Only then would you
know the pups’ mother hasn’t
been caged and pregnant her en-
tire adult life.

Authorities,market should
fight animal cruelty
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Endorsement letter
guidelines

The News-Enterprise editorial
board welcomes personal letters
from readers endorsing candi-
dates for public offices in the
May 22 primary election. To ac-
commodate as many letters as
possible, please follow these
guidelines:

■ Endorsement letters will be
limited to 350 words or fewer;
only the first 350 words of longer
letters will be published. 

■ Letters must be about the
candidate being endorsed, not
the opponent. 

■ Letters must be written by
the person who signs them.
Name, telephone number and
residence are required for verifi-
cation. 

■ Letters whose writers do
not respond to verification calls
will not be printed.

■ No endorsement letters will
be published after Sunday, May
16. No new issues can be intro-
duced in the May 20 newspaper. 

■ Space may be exhausted
before late-arriving letters can be
published. Letters submitted by
e-mail may be published more
quickly. Letters may be submit-
ted in legibly handwritten, typed
or e-mail form. 

E-mail to: letters@thenewsen-
terprise.com.

Mail letters to:
Letters
The News-Enterprise
408 W. Dixie Ave.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

— Ben Sheroan, editor


