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BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Detroit man accused 
of a 2010 murder in Frank-
fort has pleaded not guilty in 
Franklin Circuit Court. 

Marquis Sims, 38, is ac-

cused of shooting Obie Mur-
phy, 40, of Shelby County at 
176 Thistlewood Ave. Sept. 
13, 2010.

Sims was arrested Fri-
day around 10 p.m. in Laurel 

IN COURT:

BY JORDAN SMITH
JSMITH@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Fra n k for t Reg iona l 
Medical Center has broken 
ground – or more accurate-
ly, wall – on an $8.4 million 
project that will expand and 

update its aging emergency 
department.

Management and staff 
were on hand Tuesday to 
hammer down drywall, 
making way for an expand-
ed 19,500 square feet ER that 
will feature 28 beds – an in-

crease from 18 – a trauma 
room, the world’s fastest CT 
scanner and a fast track ar-
ea that allows patients to be 
triaged more effi ciently. 

Renovations are sched-

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@GMAIL.COM

The man serving eight 
years for manslaughter for 
gunning down Jonathan 
Stewart at Hickory Hills 
Apartments with an AK-47 
was denied shock probation 
Tuesday during an emotion-
al hearing.

Marvin Boomer, 29, who 
pleaded guilty April 7 to 
shooting Stewart July 7, 2010, 
has served about 17 months.

Witnesses saw Stewart 
with a handgun, and one 
witness claims to have heard 
two separate guns fi ring, ac-

cording to the plea agree-
ment. 

At the June 5 sentencing, 
Franklin Circuit Judge Phil-
lip Shepherd said he sen-
tenced Boomer in accor-
dance to the plea agreement 
but said the situation was 
“tragic.”

During Tuesday’s hear-
ing, Boomer’s attorney Ted 
Shouse argued he was a per-
fect candidate for shock pro-
bation because “this case 
has always been based upon 
Mr. Boomer’s belief and need 
to defend himself.”

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Marvin Boomer, who pleaded guilty to killing Jonathan Stewart 
in July 2010, meets with his lawyer, Ted Shouse, before his shock 
probation hearing Tuesday.

Judge refuses 
killer’s request
His next hearing will be in 2 years
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Zaxby’s is coming to 
Frankfort.

A sign at the Versailles 
Road site announces the 
Georgia-based restaurant 
chain that specializes in 
chicken wings will be here 
soon.

County Planning Di-
rector Robert Hewitt said 
his office received plans 
this morning from restau-
rant developers, who said 
they plan to build a 3,400 

square-foot restaurant on 
the lot at 1375 Versailles 
Road near the intersection 
of Capital Center Drive. 

The plans were for a 
grading permit, which 
Hewitt said means the com-
pany is looking to break 
ground “pretty quick.”

Hewitt has to approve 
the plans before Zaxby’s 
goes forward, so it’s unclear 
when construction will be-
gin or when the project will 
be fi nished, he said.

A call to Zaxby’s wasn’t 
returned by press time.

Zaxby’s coming to town
Exact date not set

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A
lthough the U.S. 
is w it hdraw ing 
troops from Af-
ghanistan, the war 

is not over for more than 60 
members of the Kentucky 
National Guard in Frank-

fort.
They were honored in a 

farewell ceremony Tuesday 
at Forks of Elkhorn Bap-
tist Church as they prepare 
to go to Afghanistan in the 
next several weeks in sup-
port of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. 

The members – offi cial-
ly Agribusiness Develop-
ment Team 4 – will focus on 
teaching Afghanis how to be 
agriculturally self-suffi cient 
in a war-ravaged nation. 

“This is a unique mis-
sion to the National Guard,” 
said Capt. Stephen Martin, 

a spokesman for the Ken-
tucky National Guard. “Ac-
tive duty is not able to fulfi ll 
this because of our unique 
civil experience … we’re re-
lying on civilian-acquired 
skills.”

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL

Perennial political candidate 
Gatewood Galbraith died Tues-
day night in Lexington.

He was 64. 
Dea Riley, Galbraith’s run-

ning mate in last November’s 
gubernatorial election, told The 
State Journal this morning that 
Galbraith had a serious cold in 

the last few days.
He’d told her over the phone 

that it was “the sickest he’d ever 
been in his life,” she said.

Riley says Galbraith had 
been diagnosed with chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease 
in the past and may have also 
suffered from emphysema.

“It really happened very 
quickly, I think,” she said.

She planned to call him this 

morning to see how he was feel-
ing, but before she could pick up 
the phone, she saw an incoming 
call from his phone number on 
her cell phone screen.

That made her hopeful, for 
an instant, until she heard his 
daughter Abby’s voice on the 
other end of the line.

“That’s when I knew,” she 

Gatewood, 64, dies
Running mate said he was fighting serious cold

See GATEWOOD, A7

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Rob Foushee smiles at his son, Ben, 2, as he and other soldiers who are being deployed to Afghanistan stand at a farewell 
ceremony at the Forks of Elkhorn Baptist Church Tuesday afternoon.

See HEROES, A7
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