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FARM
4-H CALENDAR

FARM NEWS

One of the signs of
spring is the yellow
flowers that emerge
from buttercup plants in
pastures and unplanted
grain cropland. While
buttercup poses little
problems to grain crop
yields, it can be an issue
in pastures.

Buttercups tend to
thrive in low areas of
fields, generally in soils
that remain wet long
periods of time and in
fields with poor stands
of desirable forages.  In
fact, many pasture
fields that have heavy
buttercup populations
are fields that are heav-
ily grazed by livestock.

Buttercups are tufted
perennials that produce
shiny yellow
petals. New buttercup
seed are often produced
at the time petals are
showy. There are four
different species of but-
tercups found locally:
small flower, bulbous,

creeping and tall.  
Pasture management

practices that improve
growth of desirable
plants help to compete
against emergence and
growth of butter-
cup. Also, avoid excess
overgrazing by animals.
Mowing fields or clip-
ping plants close to the
ground in the early
spring before buttercup
plants can produce flow-
ers may help reduce the
amount of seed pro-
duced, but mowing
alone will not totally
eliminate seed produc-
tion.  

Several broadleaf her-
bicides can be used to
control buttercup in
grass pastures.
However, legumes inter-

seeded with grass pas-
tures can be severely
injured or killed by
these herbicides. Apply
a herbicide in the early
spring (February -
March) when buttercup
plants are small and
actively growing, but
before flowers are pro-
duced. For best herbi-
cide activity wait until
daytime air tempera-
tures are greater than
50 degrees for two to
three consecutive
days. Consult the herbi-
cide label for further
information on grazing
restrictions or other pos-
sible limitations.

For fields heavily
infested with buttercup
a variety of control tac-
tics may be needed. Use
a herbicide to help
reduce the population of
buttercup plants and
use good pasture man-
agement techniques to
thicken the stand of
desirable forages.

Buttercup in pastures: An
unwanted sign of spring

David
Harrison

Extension
Agent

Conservation Reserve

Program

Landowners and pro-
ducers will have until
April 6 to enroll in the
Conservation Reserve
Program. CRP is a vol-
untary program avail-
able to agricultural pro-
ducers to help them use
environmentally sensi-
tive land for conserva-
tion benefits. Producers
enrolled in CRP plant
long-term, resource-con-
serving covers to
improve the quality of
water, control soil ero-
sion and develop
wildlife habitat. In
return, USDA provides
participants with rental
payments and cost-
share assistance. For
more information, visit
the FSA service center
on Sportsman Lake
Road, Elizabethtown or
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Beef Cattle Association

meets April 10

The LaRue County
Beef Cattle Association
will meet 7:30 p.m.

April 10 at the LaRue
County Extension Office
in Hodgenville. The
speaker will be Gil
Myers, Ph.D. of Myers
Parasitology Services,
Mount Sherman. Dr.
Myers will discuss
“Dewormer Resistance
and Worm Control in
Beef Cattle.” All inter-
ested individuals are
welcomed. A meal will
be served. For informa-
tion, call the Extension
Office at 358-3401.

Thistle spraying -

April 12

Kentucky
Department of
Agriculture personnel
will be in LaRue County
on April 12 to spray
demonstration plots
(pasture fields) for this-
tle control. Up to seven
farmers may partici-
pate. The state will
spray 10 acres for free
(farmer must provide
tractor and driver) and
10 more acres if the
farmer has purchased
additional 2,4-D. Call

the Extension Office at
358-3401 for more infor-
mation or to make a
request for spraying
thistles. 

CLASS: How to grow

tomatoes

The class “How to
Grow Tomatoes” will be
6 p.m. April 17 at the
Hardin County
Extension Office, 201
Peterson Drive,
Elizabethtown. Class is
$5; registration and
payment must be
received one week prior
to class.

Nut growers to meet

Kentucky Nut
Growers Association
spring meeting will be
held 9 a.m. April 21 at
the Marion County
Extension Office, 415
Fairgrounds Road,
Lebanon. The event
includes a potluck. A
kitchen is available to
heat up lunch items.
Following the luncheon
is the spring auction,
which will include fruit

and nut trees. For more
information, contact Dr.
Kirk Pomper at (502)
597-6174 or
kirk.pomper@kysu.edu. 

CLASS: How to grow

green beans

The class “How to
Grow Green Beans” will
be 6 p.m. April 23 at the
Hardin County
Extension Office, 201
Peterson Drive,
Elizabethtown. Class is
$5; registration and
payment must be
received one week prior
to class.

America’s Farmers

Mom of the Year 

Essay Contest

Do you know a farm
mom who amazes you
every day with her con-
tributions to her family,
farm, community and
agriculture? Nominate
her for a chance to win
$10,000. Submit a 300-
word essay by April 23
on how the farm mom
you are nominating con-
tributes to her family,

farm, community and
agriculture. On April 27
five regional winners
will be announced and
voting for the National
Farm Mom of the Year
will begin May 1. For
judging criteria or to
make a nomination,
visit
http://americafarmers.co
m/farmmom/overview.as
px.

Farmers Market

The LaRue County
Farmers Market will
open 2-5:30 p.m. May 4.

ACRE continues

through June 1

Enrollment for
Average Crop Revenue
Election Program or the
traditional Direct and
Counter-cyclical
Program runs through
June 1. For more infor-
mation about DCP and
ACRE programs or
other FSA programs,
contact the FSA office at
765-2702 or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/KY. 

Emergency loans 

available

LaRue County farm-
ers may be eligible for
emergency loans from
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Farm
Service Agency.
Applications for physi-
cal and production loss-
es will be received
through Nov. 9. Contact
the Hardin/LaRue FSA
service center at 765-
2702 or call the state
FSA office at (859) 224-
7601 to find out what
aid you may be eligible
for and what documen-
tation will be required. 

Dead animal pickup

For dead animal pick-
up, call Bluegrass
Recycling at 1-888-744-
1186. The cost is $87.50
and the LaRue County
Conservation District
will reimburse the
landowner 75 percent of
the cost with receipt.
For more information,
call the Conservation
District office at 358-
3132. 

The LaRue County
Conservation District
hosted a “Big Tree
Contest” earlier this
year with winners
announced at a banquet.

The contest was used
to promote forestry and
interest in trees, said
Division of Forestry
Chief Forester Robert
Bean. 

Glenn Gusler won the

contest with a green ash
scoring highest on all
attributes measured. Its
circumference is 14-feet
5 inches with a crown of
76-feet. 

The photos above
were not included with
several others published
last week.

Photos of record-set-
ting trees are available
at forestry.ky.gov.

Cloverbuds meet

The LaRue County
4-H Cloverbuds will
meet 3:30-4:45 p.m.
April 4 at the
Extension Office.
Group is for 5 to 8
years old or kinder-
garten to third grade.
Call 358-3401 for more
information.

Poultry Club

The LaRue County
4-H Poultry Club will
meet 3:30-5 p.m. April
11 at the Extension
Office.

Photography Club

The LaRue County
4-H Photography Club
will meet 2:30-3:30
p.m. April 13 at the
Extension Office. Any
4-H youth with an
interest in photogra-
phy is welcome to
attend. For more infor-
mation, contact the
Extension Office at
358-3401.

Steve Sheffer, Hodgenville, pecan 

David Brown, Hodgenville, white oak

Big tree contest

ADOPT-A-PET

The deadline to enroll
in the Direct and
Counter-Cyclical
Payment (DCP) program
is June 1. 

DCP provides pay-
ments to eligible produc-
ers on farms enrolled for
any of the 2008 through
2012 crop years. There
are two types of DCP
payments: direct pay-
ments and counter-cycli-
cal payments. Both are
calculated using the
base acres and payment
yields established for
the farm. DCP is
authorized by the Food,
Conservation, and
Energy Act of 2008
(2008 Farm Bill).  

In addition to DCP,
other FSA programs
also have enrollment
deadlines approaching: 

� Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance
Program: Check with
the FSA service center
for dates;

�Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP)
General Sign-up 43 –

April 6;
� Average Crop

Revenue Election
(ACRE) – June 1;

� Supplemental
Revenue Assistance
Payment Program
(SURE) – June 1, 2012
for crop year 2010;

� 2011 ACRE
Production Evidence –
July 15;

� Certification of
Planted Acres – Various
deadlines, but no later
than July 15; 

� Farm
Reconstitutions
(changes) – August 1,
2012 for the 2012 crop
year;

� MILC –Sept. 30,
2012;

� Crop Insurance –
Contact a crop insur-
ance agent or the
regional RMA office. 

For more information
on these and other FSA
programs, contact a
local FSA service center
or visit the FSA website
at www.fsa.usda.gov 

DCP program sets
deadline for June 1This gray,

black and
white cat needs
a new home.
She is a stray
and is about 2
years old.

Taylor
County Animal
Shelter has a
variety of cats
and dogs who
would like to
be a part of
someone’s
family.

Taylor
County Animal
Shelter is open 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Monday
through Friday and
from 8 a.m. to noon on
Saturdays.

The shelter is locat-
ed off KY 210, just
before Walmart, and
houses animals from
Taylor, Green, Casey
and LaRue counties.

Adoption fee is $26,
which includes a
microchip. The owner
is responsible for get-
ting their new pet
spayed or neutered
and vaccinated.

The shelter is in
need of blankets, pet
food, cleaning supplies
and bleach.

A link to the shelter
can be found at
www.taylorcounty.us.
After going to “County
Government,” click on
“Animal Shelter” from
a dropdown menu. On
the site are links to
each animal at the
shelter.

For more informa-
tion, call the shelter
at 465-7651, fax 469-
4191 or e-mail taylor-
countyanimalshel-
ter@windstream.net.

This stray cat needs a new

home. She is about two years

old. 


