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how to proceed.
And it was unclear

whether the two sides
would meet again today.

Shepherd found that
both House and Senate
plans violate constitutional
“one-man, one-vote” provi-
sions requiring the legisla-
tive districts to vary by no
more than 5 percent from
the ideal size and that the
House plan splits more
counties than necessary,
thus violating a state con-
stitutional provision.

He said there is “no con-
trolling case law” to deter-
mine if the legislature vio-
lated the constitution when
it switched numbers on two
Senate districts — the ef-
fect of which was to disen-
franchise more than
100,000 Fayette County res-
idents for the next two
years. But he said that
question needs “full adju-
dication.”

Shepherd pushed Tues-
day’s deadline to file for
legislative seats back until
4 p.m. Friday.

Shortly after the ruling,
House Speaker Greg Stum-
bo, D-Prestonsburg, hud-
dled with Senate President
David Williams, R-Burkes-
ville, and Senate Majority
Leader Robert Stivers, R-
Manchester, to discuss it.

Stumbo seemed to be of
two minds over a possible
appeal.

Before the meeting, he
said he expected the legis-
lature would ask the Ken-
tucky Supreme Court to
overturn Shepherd’s order,
saying that it is flawed in
several respects and isn’t
grounded in case law.

“I don’t believe that that
ruling will stand in an ap-
pellate court,” he said.

But after the meeting,
Stumbo said, “We will obey
the court order, and we will
be prepared to run in the
current districts.”

At the same time, he
said he favors an appeal.

“But even if we appeal,
there no guarantee of a de-
cision in three days,” he
said.

Stivers and Williams
said after the meeting that
no decision on an appeal
has been made, and Stumbo
said House Democrats had
been told to prepare to run
in their current districts.

“It’s up in the air,” Sti-
vers said moments after
the Senate adjourned.

Williams said he hadn’t
“completely read the rul-
ing yet. That’s why we’ve
got lawyers. Lawyers will
be reading the thing.”

A cheer erupted from
the House Republican of-
fices moments after word
of Shepherd’s order began
circulating through the
Capitol just after 3 p.m.

They initiated the law-
suit on grounds that the bill
violated several require-
ments of redistricting
plans found in both the
state and U.S. constitu-
tions. The House plan
would force six Republican
incumbents out of office,
while the Senate plan
would do the same to four

incumbent Democrats.
House Republican

Leader Jeff Hoover of
Jamestown hailed the rul-
ing as a victory but said the
battle is far from over.

“We’re obviously very
pleased with the judge’s de-
cision,” he said. “He agreed
with the argument that we
made from Day One — that
the House plan divided too
many counties and it was
above population varia-
nce.”

Sen. Kathy Stein, the
Lexington Democrat who
was effectively prohibited
from running for re-elec-
tion this year by the Senate
plan, joined the Republi-
cans in the suit, claiming
the map drawn by the GOP
majority was unconstitu-
tional as well.

Stein, the Senate’s most
liberal member, is sched-
uled to run for re-election
this year from her13th Dis-
trict, as are all other Senate
members who represent
odd-numbered districts.
But the Senate plan moved
the 13th District to north-
eastern Kentucky and re-
numbered her district as
the 4th.

The 4th District is now
in Western Kentucky and is
represented by Sen. Dor-
sey Ridley, D-Henderson,
who isn’t up for re-election
until 2014.

Stein was thus effec-
tively prevented from
seeking re-election this
year, unless she moved to
an odd-numbered district.

She said Tuesday that
the disenfranchisement of
her constituents under the
Senate plan “does not com-
port with democracy.”

Stein flashed the
“thumbs up” sign to sup-
porters after hearing of the
ruling and said, “I’m danc-
ing. … I’m very pleased, ab-

solutely. I was very opti-
mistic that the arguments
that we made were consti-
tutionally valid, and I’m
very happy that Judge
Shepherd has agreed.”

Stein said she is re-
signed to the likelihood that
she will be redistricted out
of office if a new plan is
passed but will consider it a
victory if Fayette County
isn’t represented by some-
one outside of the county.

Still, she added: “I’m
very hopeful that the lead-
ers of both houses will take
instruction from the opi-
nion.”

In his ruling, Shepherd
appeared to kick-start the
appeal of his own decision
by suggesting that the Su-
preme Court reconsider a
1994 ruling that placed im-
portance on keeping coun-
ties intact and not splitting
them among multiple dis-
tricts.

“It is apparent from the
proceedings in this case
that the constitutional val-
ue of population equality is
significantly impaired by
the requirement to pre-
serve county integrity,”
Shepherd wrote.

“Those considerations,
however, must be ad-
dressed to the Kentucky
Supreme Court, and not to a
trial court that is required
to apply the binding pre-

cedent” of past cases, he
wrote.

Shortly after the deci-
sion was announced, two
Senate Democrats who had
decided not to seek re-elec-
tion — Perry Clark of
Louisville and Walter Ble-
vins of Morehead — filed
their papers to run.

Meanwhile, some legis-
lators lamented that Shep-
herd’s ruling would further
impede work in what is al-
ready a sluggish session of
the General Assembly.

The legislature rarely
takes up controversial
measures until the dead-
line for filing to run for the
legislature passes — and
Shepherd’s ruling delays
that until Friday. If an ap-
peal is filed, that could

push the deadline to even
later in the year.

“This just further de-
lays other action, I think, in
the General Assembly,”
said Senate Minority Lead-
er R.J. Palmer, D-Winches-
ter, who added that few sig-
nificant bills may pass this
year.

“We run the risk of that.
I don’t think we’re to that
point yet,” he said.

Said Stumbo, “Well, I’d
say it’s not going to be very
good as far as getting
things done.”

Reporter Joseph Gerth can be
reached at (502) 582-4702.
Reporters Tom Loftus and
Gregory A. Hall contributed to
this story.

RULING: Judge strikes down legislative maps, says to use current boundaries
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» Franklin Circuit Judge
Phillip Shepherd ruled that
the House and Senate re-
districting plans violate con-
stitutional principles relating
to “one man-one vote.”
» He refused to rule on
whether it was constitutional
for the Senate to arbitrarily
renumber a Fayette County
Senate district and said it
needs more adjudication.
» He ordered that legislators
run for re-election this year in
the districts in which they
have run for the past 10
years.
» He ordered that the filing
deadline for state legislative
races be extended until Fri-
day at 4 p.m.
» House and Senate leaders
haven’t decided whether to
appeal Shepherd’s ruling.

counted from 32 percent of
the precincts, Santorum
had 43 percent support
with Romney at 29 percent,
Gingrich at 15 and Paul
trailing with 12 percent.

If the night was good for
Santorum, it was grim for
Gingrich, who made scant
effort in either state.

He ran far off the pace
in both caucus states,
forced to watch from the
sidelines while Santorum
boasted of being the candi-
date with conservative ap-
peal.

There were 37 Republi-
can National Convention
delegates at stake in Min-
nesota and 33 more in Colo-
rado, and together, they ac-
counted for the largest one-
day combined total so far in
the race for the GOP nomi-
nation.

The victories were the
first for Santorum since he
eked out a 34-vote win in

the lead-off Iowa caucuses
a month ago, and he rev-
eled in the moment. “I don’t
stand here to be the conser-
vative alternative to Mitt
Romney. I stand here to be
the conservative alterna-
tive to Barack Obama,” he
told his supporters.

He had faded far from
the lead in the primaries
and caucuses since, and
Gingrich seemed to eclipse
him as the leading conser-
vative rival to Romney
when he won the South Car-
olina primary late last
month.

While Romney throttled
back after victories in Flor-
ida and Nevada in the past
several days, Santorum
campaigned aggressively
in all three states on the
ballot, seeking a break-
through to revitalize his
campaign.

He won Minnesota
largely the way he did
Iowa, dispatching his orga-
nizers from the first state

to the second and courting
pastors and tea party lead-
ers alike.

Romney’s campaign
moved swiftly to take the
sting out of the Missouri
vote. The state’s Republi-
can Sen. Roy Blunt, a Rom-
ney supporter, congratulat-
ed the winner but noted the
state’s delegates are still up
for grabs. He said, “Mitt
Romney has the organiza-
tion and the resources to go
the distance in this elec-
tion, and I believe he’ll ulti-
mately win our party’s
nomination.”

And it was not clear
where Santorum could ex-
ploit his victory.

Aides have already said
he has little hope in Maine
caucuses that end this
weekend, the next event on
the calendar.

Paul, a Texas lawmaker,
has yet to win a primary or
caucus. He claimed credit
for a strong second-place
finish in Minnesota and

said he was optimistic
about his chances in Maine.

Romney began the day
the leader in the delegate
chase, with 101 of the 1,144
needed to capture the
nomination at the Republi-
can National Convention
this summer in Tampa.
Gingrich had 32, Santorum
17 and Paul nine.

Though the delegate to-
tal on Tuesday was high,
the campaigning was a pale
comparison to the Iowa
caucuses or primaries last
month in New Hampshire,
South Carolina and Florida.

Television advertising
was sparse; neither Colora-
do nor Minnesota hosted a
candidates’ debate, and
there was relatively little
campaigning by the con-
tenders themselves until
the past few days.

The same was true in
last weekend’s Nevada cau-
cuses, which Romney won
on the heels of a Florida pri-
mary victory days earlier.

The same pattern holds in
Maine.

Not until primaries in
Michigan and Arizona on
Feb. 28 is the campaign
likely to regain the intensi-
ty that characterized the
first few weeks of the year.

Then it roars back to life
with a 10-state Super Tues-
day on March 6 with 416
convention delegates at
stake.

Georgia, where Ging-
rich launched his career in
Congress, is the biggest
prize that night with 76 del-
egates.

Next is Ohio, which has
63 delegates at stake and
where early voting has al-
ready begun.

Santorum, in particular,
was eager to seize the rela-
tive lull to redeem the
promise of his Iowa vic-
tory.

He campaigned more
aggressively this week
than any of the other con-
tenders, and he spent Tues-

day hopscotching from
Colorado to Minnesota to
Missouri inhopesofnailing
down at least one victory.
Touting himself as a true
conservative — a slap at
Gingrich — he sought to
undermine Romney’s
electability claim at the
same time by predicting
the former Massachusetts
governor would lose to
Obama.

Romney responded by
assailing Santorum as an
advocate of congressional
earmarks — shifting the
criticism he had leveled at
Gingrich when the Geor-
gian seemed a more impos-
ing threat.

In the hours before the
caucuses convened, the
front-runner sought to low-
er expectations.

“Mitt Romney is not go-
ing to win every contest,”
Rich Beeson, the cam-
paign’s political director,
wrote in a memo for public
consumption.

GOP: Romney, Santorum and Paul battle in 3 contests; Gingrich sits out
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SUMMARY NOTICE OF PARTIAL
CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENTS

CONCERNING
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE

COMMISSIONS IN THE
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

Certain cash partial settlements have been
reached, subject to final Court approval, in a
class action captioned Hyland v. HomeServices
of America, Inc., No. 3:05-CV-0612-R,
(U.S.D.C., W.D. Ky.). You may be a member
of the Settlement Class if, during the period
October 11, 2001 to October 11, 2005, you paid
a commission to one or more Defendants or
other specified entities in connection with the
sale of residential real estate located in Kentucky
(excluding initial sales of newly constructed
homes).

The Defendants are Realogy Corporation,
Century 21 Real Estate LLC, Coldwell
Banker Real Estate Corporation, Avis Budget
Group, Inc., f/k/a Cendant Corporation, Re/
Max International, Inc., Re/Max Connections,
Properties East, Inc. d/b/a Re/Max Properties
East, Alliance Real Estate Services, LLC, d/b/a
Re/Max Alliance, Suzy N. Watkins, d/b/a Re/
Max Alliance, Realtors 2000, Inc., d/b/a Re/
Max Alliance, and Re/Max of Kentucky/
Tennessee, Inc., HomeServices of America,
Inc., HomeServices of Kentucky, Inc. d/b/a
Semonin Realtors and Rector-Hayden Realtors,
and McMahan Company, Inc., d/b/a Coldwell
Banker McMahan Company.

A complete description of the settlement and
your rights is contained in a written Notice of
Pendency of Class Action, Proposed Partial
Class Settlements and Hearing. To obtain a copy
of this notice, please call toll-free: (877) 389-
4487; visit www.KentuckyRealEstateLitigation.
com; or write the Settlement Administrator at:

Kentucky Real Estate Antitrust Litigation
c/o Rust Consulting, Inc.
P.O. Box 2673
Faribault, MN 55021-9673

Please do not delay. As more fully described in
the Notice of Pendency, the deadline to submit
a written request to exclude yourself from the
Settlement Class is March 30, 2012. Completion
of a written Proof of Claim must be received
by the Settlement Administrator no later than
May 18, 2012.
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A three week class for people over age 55
who are planning to retire or are already retired

• Help increase your retirement income
• How to guarantee a stream of income that lasts a lifetime
• Help to protect your assets
• Determine how much money you really need for retirement
• How to legally avoid or reduce taxes on your social

security income
• What to do with your old 401K and/or IRA
• How to develop a suitable and appropriate retirement

income plan
• How to protect yourself from market volatility
• How to maximize the inheritance for your heirs and decrease

taxes at death
• A retiree’s biggest financial mistake and how to avoid it

And more important topics
Presented at:

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE, SHELBY CAMPUS

Tuesdays (Three Session Workshop):
February 21st, February 28th and March 6th

6:30PM-8:30PM

For registration information, Call 24 hours a day (502) 326-0311.
Course Material Fee - $79.00 for two people- FINRA Reviewed

Jane B. Smith is a credentialed instructor and Certified Financial
Planner. She has taught adult education for retirement, financial
and investment planning in the Louisville area for over twenty years.
Previous sponsors include a host of colleges & universities, as well as
local corporations. Students love Jane’s simple, plain language, and
common sense explanation of financial matters pertinent to people
considering retirement or already retired.

Topics include:

Your Instructor:

RETIREMENT
FINANCIAL STRATEGIES FOR

UNCERTAIN TIMES

www.smithassoc.net
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