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Survey targets air service needs
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A parking garage at Eighth Avenue and
College Street should be open to the pub-
lic in mid-June.

The parking garage, which is in Block
6 of the Tax Increment Financing district,
will provide free two-hour parking to the

public during the day, in addition to park-
ing for administration and employees of
businesses leasing space in the wrap-
around, which is planned for two sides of
the structure. It will contain 840 to 845
spots, said Doug Gorman, chairman of
the Warren County Downtown Economic
Development Authority.

The garage has five levels, including a

roof level, he said.
The garage will also be used for spe-

cial event parking in the evenings for the
Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Cen-
ter and Bowling Green Ballpark, Gorman
said. Parking during those events will
cost $5.

The Bowling Green Board of Com-
missioners on Tuesday approved a

municipal order expressing the city’s
intent to lease the parking garage.

That agreement should help the devel-
oper of the wraparound get a better rate
on bonds to finance the development,
according to Gorman.

The city’s lease payment will equal the
payment on bonds for the wraparound.

Mayor Bruce Wilkerson said the city

doesn’t currently intend to reserve any
spots in the parking garage for city
employees, but he said details of the
lease agreement are yet to be deter-
mined.

“Our primary interest is in the financial
support of the program,” Wilkerson said.

WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES RAISES AWARENESS OF SEX CRIMES

People walk up the hill Wednesday at West-
ern Kentucky University in red high-heeled
shoes during Walk a Mile in Her Shoes.
WKU Greek Affairs Coordinator Alissa
Mansfield later presented a check for $1,000
to Hope Harbor, which provides support ser-
vices for victims of sexual assault.

Larry Lee, a Western Kentucky University junior from New Bern, N.C., takes a break Wednesday after walking a mile in red high-
heeled shoes. About 50 fraternity members participated in Walk a Mile in Her Shoes. The event, sponsored by Hope Harbor and the
WKU Counseling and Testing Center, is part of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, with a goal of raising awareness of violent sex
crimes. Story, Page 3A.
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Downtown parking garage expected to open in mid-June

See CITY, 6A

WKU picks
Lady Tops’
new coach

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Clark-Heard will be formally introduced today
By ZACH GREENWELL
The Daily News
zgreenwell@bgdailynews.com/783-3239

Michelle Clark-Heard, a Uni-
versity of Louisville assistant and
former Western Kentucky stand-
out, is WKU’s 15th women’s bas-
ketball coach, the school
announced today.

Clark-Heard replaces
Mary Taylor Cowles,
who was fired March 8
after 10 seasons as head
coach. The Lady Top-
pers went 9-21 in 2011-
12, totaling the most
losses in a season in pro-
gram history.

WKU will have a
news conference at 4
p.m. today to officially
announce the hiring.

Clark-Heard, who
played for then-WKU coach Paul
Sanderford from 1987-90, returns
to the Lady Toppers after five sea-
sons as an assistant at Louisville.

The Cardinals reached the
Sweet 16 three times during

Clark-Heard’s tenure, including a
national runner-up finish in 2009.
Their 2011-12 season ended Mon-
day with a 72-68 loss to Maryland
in the second round of the NCAA
tournament.

During each of Clark-Heard’s
first four seasons at Louisville, the

Cardinals locked up a
recruiting class in the
top 12 nationally,
including a 2010 class
ranked as high as fifth.

Before that, Clark-
Heard spent two seasons
as head coach at Ken-
tucky State. She took
over a program that
went 5-23 the year
before her arrival, and in
her final season at the
helm, the Thorobrettes
finished 19-9.

Clark-Heard also has assistant
coaching experience at Cincin-
nati, Nebraska and DuPont Manu-
al High School.

FISCAL COURT

MICHELLE
CLARK-HEARD
Played at WKU

See CLARK-HEARD, 6A

BOWLING GREEN-WARREN COUNTY REGIONAL AIRPORT

BG-to-Chicago route discussed
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

The Bowling Green-Warren County
Regional Airport is once again asking the
region about its commercial air service
needs, only this time it’s specifically gearing
a survey toward a potential Bowling Green-
to-Chicago route.

“Through our air service development
study, as we continue to research the favor-

able markets that would best serve Bowling
Green, the Chicago market continues to sur-
face,” airport Manager Rob Barnett said.

Barnett said discussions with various car-
riers haven’t necessarily suggested the
Bowling Green-Chicago route. Instead, it’s
been the research of the potential usage area
for the airport that suggested the service.

“Now we need to update all the needed
travel information and mine that data to pro-
vide those carriers serving the Chicago area
all the information they need to make a
decision about the Bowling Green market,”

Barnett said.
The potential service area includes about

530,000 people in Warren and surrounding
counties in Kentucky and some northern
Tennessee counties.

“We’d like to get as many responses to
the survey as possible and are working with
the (Bowling Green Area Chamber of Com-
merce) to get out a big email blast,” he said.

The survey can be found under the Need
to Know section of the airport’s website,

See AIRPORT, 6A

Fiscal Court approves
rezoning on first reading
By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com
783-3242

A plan to build a motorsports
park for high-performance driving
and testing is one step closer to
reality.

Warren County Fiscal Court on
Wednesday approved the first
reading of an ordinance that
would rezone about 405 acres of
land near the National Corvette
Museum to allow a motorsports
park to be built.

If approved on second reading,
the ordinance would rezone the
property at Porter Pike and Grimes
and McGinnis roads from agricul-

ture to planned unit development.
The first reading was approved

unanimously.
However, it faced more opposi-

tion March 1 at the City-County
Planning Commission – it passed
at that meeting 8-3.

During the planning meeting,
several dozen residents of nearby
Clark Circle came to express
opposition to the park. Worries
about noise and traffic the park
would bring to the neighborhood
were among the top concerns.

Museum Executive Director
Wendell Strode said the museum
is bringing in an acoustical engi-
neer to help determine what needs
to be done to make sure home-
owners nearby don’t experience

See PLANS, 6A


