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Montanna Palmer, right, and Ben Little, above, demonstrate
how to use a bow and arrow during a recent 4-H archery
practice. Practice is held once a month through September.

Get ready 
to go camping
Spring has sprung and

before you know it,
summer will be here.

4-H Camp is a great way to
fill some of those lazy days of
summer.  
At 4-H Camp, young people

learn independ-
ence, responsibil-
ity, have a lot of
fun and make
many new friends.  
Clark County

camps with Mont-
gomery, Mason,
Fleming and
Robertson coun-
ties this year. 
The camps are

open to all Clark
county youth be-
tween the ages of
9 and 13. Many exciting ac-
tivities and adventures await
campers. 
Campers can spend their

days participating in activi-
ties such as archery, riflery,
outdoor cooking and nature
courses. Low and high ropes
courses, rocketry, canoeing,
fishing, swimming, crafts
and much, much more are
available during the fun
filled week.  
Not only do many children

find these activities fun, but
they will likely learn new
skills and develop a greater
appreciation for the environ-
ment and wildlife.
4-H personnel want your

child to have a camping ex-
perience that is not only
memorable, but safe. 
All camp staff and volun-

teers are trained and un-
dergo background checks
prior to camp. 
Each camp location will

have an on-site emergency
medical technician at all
times to take care of

campers’ needs. Applications
for Junior Camp Counselors
—  youth 14 to 18 years of
age — are now being ac-
cepted and are due June 1. 
Campers will attend North

Central 4-H Camp located in
Nicholas County. 
The camp, has

been accredited
since 2005 by the
American Camp
Association.  
It is a beautiful

350-acre camp
with a lake, swim-
ming pool and cab-
ins to sleep in. 
4-H members

from Clark County
will attend North
Central 4-H Camp

from July 16 – 20. 
Registration forms are due

by June 18, but spots will be
filled on a first come, first
serve basis. 
A parent and camper ori-

entation is scheduled for
Wednesday, July 11.  
The cost of camp is $150,

and scholarships are avail-
able.  
Camp fee includes lodging,

food, snacks, activities,
transportation, T-shirt and
drawstring bag. 
Campers must be 9 years

of age as of July 16.  
For more information

about 4-H Camp, contact the
Clark County Cooperative
Extension Service at 744-
4682. 
You can also stop by our of-

fices located in the Indus-
trial Park at 1400 Fortune
Drive.
Information is also avail-

able online at the 4-H Camp
website at
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/4-
h/camp.   

Heather Cassell

It’s garden time: Before you begin
Every aspiring gardener should

follow seven steps to have a
successful gardening season:

— Plan your garden on
paper before you begin.
— Select a good garden-

ing site that is in full sun for
at least eight hours each
day, relatively level, well-
drained close to a water
source and not shaded
— Prepare the soil prop-

erly and add fertilizer and
lime according to soil test
recommendations.
— Plan only as large a

garden as you can easily maintain. Be-
ginning gardeners often overplant, and
then they fail because they cannot
keep up with the tasks required.
Weeds and pests must be controlled,
water applied when needed and har-

vesting done on time. Vegetables har-
vested at their peak are tasty, but
when left on the plants too long, the

flavor is simply not there.
— Grow vegetables that

will produce the maximum
amount of food in the space
available.
— Plant during the cor-

rect season for the crop.
Choose varieties recom-
mended for your area.
— Harvest vegetables at

their proper stage of matu-
rity. Store them promptly
and properly if you do not

use them immediately.
When choosing a site:
— Your garden site should provide a

sunny exposure, adequate moisture
and fertile soil.  Because of your prop-
erty’s limitations, however, you may be

forced to select a less than ideal loca-
tion.
— Avoid putting the garden in a low

spot, at the bottom of a hill or at the
foot of a slope bordered by a solid
fence.
— If possible, choose an area with a

southern or southeastern exposure
which warms up faster in the spring
and receives the maximum amount of
sunlight throughout the growing sea-
son.
— Plant your vegetables away from

buildings, trees, and other objects
which would shade them.
— Your garden needs water, from

rainfall or other sources.  However, too
much water can be just as damaging
as too little.
— Finally, the closer the vegetable

garden is to your back door, the more
you will use it. 

Roy Turley

Beef Cattle production down statewide
Not as many younger guys

are fooling with beef cows in
Todd County.
“There’s just so many op-

portunities with grain farm-
ing, and there’s a big
investment with cows,” said
Daysville farmer Tony Berry.
“It takes a lot of land, and
there’s a slow return.”
Berry predicted there will

continue to be some beef
cow farmers in the county in
the future, but those num-
bers will not be on as large a
scale as they once were, he
said.
Instead farmers are con-

sidering the improved prices
for grain and making the
switch to grain crops wher-
ever the ground is good to
grow them, and they are sell-
ing their cows.
With declining cow num-

bers right now, the prices for
beef are also better.
“Anybody that’s got cattle

now is reaping the rewards

of having cattle because
they’re higher than they’ve
ever been and probably will
stay high,” Berry noted.
He said he believes those

in the industry need to pro-
mote their product.
A member of both the

Todd County and Kentucky
cattlemen’s associations, he
pointed to threats from
groups and individuals who
don’t support beef consump-
tion.
“I think it’s important we

try to promote beef,” Berry
said. “It’s a healthy product.
It’s got a whole lot of protein
in it, lean beef does.”
The Todd County man said

he used to have around 500
to 600 feeder cattle through
the winter, but his numbers
have dropped now to 60
feeder calves and 80 mother
cows. 
At 65, Berry said he’s get-

ting ready to retire and
didn’t want to waste his fam-
ily’s money feeding high-
priced corn to his cows.
His cattle are among a

total of 19,300 cattle in the
county. Numbers from the
National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service noted that Todd
County had 7,200 beef cows
in 2011, 2,600 milk cows and
9,500 remaining cattle like
calves and bulls.
Since 2007, the state has

lost more than 200,000 beef
cows, according to Kenny
Burdine, an extension live-
stock and forage economist
with the University of Ken-
tucky’s Department of Agri-
cultural Economics.
Burdine said Kentucky

had about 1.2 million beef
cows in 2007, and U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture esti-
mates for 2012 put the
current figure at just less
than one million, he said.
“One of the things we can

look at that comes out of
that report is how many
heifers, or young females,
they’re holding in anticipa-
tion of those heifers enter-
ing the cow herd,” he said.
“There was a decrease (in
the numbers of) heifers

being held so it would sug-
gest that the numbers won’t
increase for this year.
“It looks as if it will be

awhile (before the) numbers
will be back up,” Burdine
continued. 
If heifers were held in

2012, he said, they wouldn’t
wean their first calves until
2014, meaning it would be
some time before larger
numbers of calves would be
seen at the local auctions.
Additionally, declining

cattle numbers coupled with
strong beef exports reduce
the amount of beef available
to consumers in the United
States, thus explaining the
higher prices for beef.
Burdine noted that cattle

producers had a good year in
2011, and it looks as if they
will have a similarly good
year in 2012, he said. 
Given those circum-

stances, he believes Todd
County will also do well this
year.
Burdine said three factors

have caused declines in na-

tional cattle numbers the
past few years, drought,
profitability and conversion
to row crop production.
Ground used for hay and

grazing for the cattle has
been converted into row
crops like beans and corn,
and the same pattern has
been seen across the state
as well, especially in the
local area, Burdine said.
He also cautioned that

while beef prices are very
strong, the production costs
for the farmers are very
high, making for a volatile
market.
Berry said he’s been farm-

ing ever since he got out of
high school, not only beef
cattle, but raising grains
such as corn, soybeans and
wheat.
He said he has especially

enjoyed working with the
cattle.
“I’ve grown up with them,

and I like to fool with them,”
he said. “I’ve made good
money through the years. It
takes a lot of work.”

By Tonya S.  Grace
Todd County Standard

Western Kentucky
man named new
state beekeeper
FRANKFORT —  Agricul-

ture Commissioner James
Comer has appointed Sean
Burgess of Grayson County
to the position of Kentucky
state apiarist, also known as
the "state beekeeper."
Burgess, a native of

Evanston, Ill., worked for the
Walter T. Kelley Company of
Clarkson before taking the
state post. 
In addition to teaching

classes at the beekeeping
supply company, Burgess
helped beekeepers diagnose
and resolve beekeeping is-
sues and wrote articles
about the industry while
keeping as many as 70 hives
himself.
"Sean has worked closely

with Kentucky beekeepers
and is very active in this
unique community," Com-
missioner Comer said. "He
has helped develop new bee-
keeping products and has
the requisite experience to
serve in this capacity."


