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Wenna owd eat

The big red apple dangled by promoters of the Appalachian De- - '

velopment Act now turns out to nave several big fat worms in It,
and it looks as if the whole crop may be spoiled.

For years now, ed experts by the dozen in Frankfort,
Washington, Charleston, Nashville and other capital points have
claimed that all that is needed to bring the Twentieth Century to
the mountains is modern highways. Give us the Appalachian De-

velopment Program, they cried, so the roads can be built.
So effective was their cry that Congress did what they asked, and

passed a development gutted of all pretense to true development in
almost every field other than highways. But Congress did authorize
an $840 million highway construction for the Appalachian area.

But now has come the joker. They are not going to build the roads
after all. Or perhaps more accurately, they are not going to build
the kinds of roads needed in the places where they are needed.

The wrappings were removed from the rotten apple at a meeting
in Washington of highway officials from the 11 states included in
the Appalachian Development Act. The highway officials prompt-
ly agreed that instead of building adequate highways, they would
build a road network in the mountains limited in design to 50 miles
an hour. Further, they agreed they would, as an added economy,
limit the number of underpasses and overpasses and interchanges in
the road system.

What this means, then, is that instead of building new highways
to present-da- y standards, the brains who hold the late of Appalachla
in their hands are setting about to build a highway network that is
already 20 years out of date, and will be 40 years out of date by the
time it is completed. In other words, they plan simply to straighten
a curve or so.

It also has become clear that Eastern Kentuckians who have rested
in the complacent belief that US 23, US 119 and the Whitesburg-Jackso- n

road would be rebuilt have no real basis for this opinion.
For the job of deciding where and when and what roads will be built
has been taken out of the hands of the Kentucky Department of High-
ways. The.decision-makin- g now rests with E. S. Preston and Associ-

ates Ltd., a private firm which has been hired by the Appalachian
Regional Commission to draw up a master highway plan for the Ap-

palachian area. There is no guarantee that Preston will follow the
wishes and desires of Kentucky officials, or that it will pay any se-

rious attention to the needs and problems of Eastern Kentucky.
Almost as If to point up the ludicrousness of the situation, reports

from Tennessee say that the first major highway in that state to be
constructed under the Appalachian Development Act will stretch
from Chattanooga, Tenn., to Lexington, Kentucky. We are some-
what surprised that they didn't say from Memphis to St. Joe, or from
Natchez to Mobile, for one has about as much to do with the prob-
lems of the Appalachian area as the other.

One of the saddest aspects of the entire situation is the total si-

lence on the part of Letcher County and Kentucky state highway of-

ficials, and from our congressmen. We have yet to hear State High-
way Commissioner Henry Ward speak out and say he thinks Appalach
ian highways should be built to present-da- y standards. We have
heard no statements from Governor Breathitt. Congressman Carl Per-

kins has not said a word, nor has County Judge James M. Caudill.
Yet, these are the men who must speak out boldly, now, the

to be corrected. Their silence can lead only to a eeneiv
pubU'cTconcluslon that they go along with the apparent Washington
belief that Eastern Kentucky and the Appalachian area is a second-rat- e

area deserving only third-ra- te roads.

New pm frM, petei
The antipoverty controversy ought to include a comment by a

man who virtually discovered today's American poverty. Econ-
omists were coming to similar conclusions, but it was Michael
Harrington whose book, "The Other America," publicized the
poor in the midst of plenty. Now, in the New York Herald Tri-
bune, he that today's poor are a "new poor."

It is the difference between the new poor and the old which
complicates the already complicated administration of the fed-

eral antipoverty program.
The federal government has encouraged the participation of

representatives of the poor in local responsibilities for planning
and carrying out antipoverty programs.

Yet the sad possibility is that the representatives of the poor,
even as the federal government seeks to foster their advance-
ment, may be exploited by local politicians.

This is where Mr. Harrington's definition of the new poor comes
in. Suggesting why the poor themselves do not do more to pro-

tect the poverty program from politicians, he writes:
"The old poor were immigrants who brought a culture and a sol-

idarity into an economy which put grade school dropouts to work.
The new poor are internal aliens old people, Negroes
trapped in ghettoes, the failures of the last generation and their
childrenr-wh- o are in an impossible competition with automated
machines. The old poor build political clubs and unions and all
kinds of voluntary associations. The new poor tend not to belong
to anything. "

Thus Mr, Harrington concludes that strengthening federal con-
trol is not enough. He calls for help for the slums from those
churchmen, students and others who have shown they can get
together to work for civil rights. He would like to see them en-

courage the poor to work for their own advancement.
We do not enjoy the specter of class conflict that is raised by

the organizing of economic groups, rich or poor. Yet voluntary
association for constructive purposes has been one of the free
world's prime answers' to the Communist argument that private
enterprise fails to be responsive to human need. It is surely bet-
ter to help the new poor effectively in their own be-

half than to leave them a prey to unscrupulous local politicians
--- or to those directed by Moscow and PeKing.
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CURRENT COMMENT:

Which war do you
take this one . . .
When Sargent Shrlver introduced

. his top aides and gave their back-
ground at last week's hearing be
fore the House Education and Labor
Committee, he unwittingly re-

vealed a lot about the War on
Poverty. Shrlver was reluctant
to make the introductions and had
to be prodded by Chairman Adams
Clayton Powell. Among the men
he introduced was Holmes Brown,
a director of communications at
Martin Marietta Corporation, a
large defense contractor, who sub-

sequently served with Ford Motor
Co., the Secretary of Defense and
Rockefeller Bros. The man in
charge of administration in the
poverty program is William Kel-le- y,

formerly director of contracts
for NASA, the nation's space

Ferdinand Nadherny, the
executive secretary of the pro-
gram, was a high class Boston
businessman with the Cabinet
Corp. , and Milton Fogleman, the
man in charge of negotiating con-
tracts with private industry to op-
erate the Jod corps camps, was
formerly in charge of all Air Force
contracts.

Chairman Powell and his commit-- )

tee protested the absence of the
poor from local anti --poverty com-
mittees, but no one questioned the
preponderance of cold war and big
business types at the 'upper eche- -,

Ions. Toward the end of his tes- -,

tlmony, Shriver again linked the
War on Poverty with men whose
main contribution over the past
decade has been to the cold war.
"We have a subcontract right now
with ... the Institute for De-
fense Analysis, " Shriver said.
"We have about six people from
there helping to develop a wea-
pons evaluation system so that we
in the war against poverty can be-
gin to evaluate our weapons."
The man in charge is Dr. Kern-sha- w,

on leave from the Rand
Corporation, the Pentagon's chief
think-factor- y.

. A Poverty Program with this kind
of personnel could quickly become

, 3n adjunct rather than an alterna-
tive to the cold war. It is already
on its way to anti -- democratic pa-
ternalism and big business subsidies
One proposal that might stem this
trend came from Rep. Albert Quie,
a Republican member of Powell's
committee. He proposed special
elections at which the poor would
elect their own local representa-
tives to the anti -- poverty boards.
This received no support from the
rest of the committee, but it is a
first-ra- te idea. The present sys-
tem of appointing the poor (and so
far very few have been appointed)
makes it easier to bypass the mil- -,

itant poor in favor of the more
easily intimidated. Elections
would give the poor an indepen-
dent base of power and would cre-
ate a more articulate, class con-
scious organization among them.
A precedent for special elections
is the Agricultural Stabilization
Committees elected by farmers
to run the farm subsidy program.

An indication that the poor
themselves may press for this kind
of approach came from the Rev.
Lynward Stevenson, who spoke for
a Negro community in Chicago.
"Our dignity can no longer be
bought for a pittance or decided
by others, " he told the commit-
tee bitterly. "We would rather
starve than survive as fawning
pets of Ward Committeemen and
city hall."
--I. F. STONE'S WEEKLY,

Washington, D. C.

... or this one?
Appalachla isn't a rocket sys-

tem, but its poverty programs
are being launched as if it were.

Next month a leading space
firm Industries ill tell
the Appalachian Regional Com-
mission how best to put those
programs in orbit.

Litton is analyzing barrels of
economic data on the 11 -- state
region's 360 counties. It is di-

viding them into 50 to 70
It will pick out those

with the most potential to grow
and then suggest sometime in
May where to zero In with pub-
lic works.

This Litton antipoverty launch- -

(Continued on Page 11)
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AT DEDICATION These are the last pictures we plan to use
of the recent dedication of the new Letcher County courthouse,
but for the benefit of future historians, and the newspapermen
who are present for the dedication of the next courthouse, we
record (above) that former Gov. Bert Combs (in business suit)
was the principal speaker and that he talked with members of
the Army reserve, who took part in the ceremonies. Also that
the Whitesburg High Band, led by Miss Kathy Stallard
(seated in foreground) performed, along with bands from other
high schools in the county. These pictures were made by Mrs.
Frank Bickel. WhltesburK.

GET HAIRDOS "HE'LL" REMEMBER
at the Magic Mirror Beauty Salon

at Jenkins

Creative hairstyling by Ann Brush-certifi- cate

of achievement awarded by
Mary Kawahomi World's Famous Hairstyles

Featuring beauty
corwiroc curh ac V

JUI (IbViJ JUVyl I UJ

Tinting Frosting
Cold Waves Toners

Stylist- s-

Mrs. Anna Brush

Mrs. Ronda George

Call for appointment 832-217- 0v

open Monday

through Saturda-y-

evenings till 9

by appointment

PAf?P. 2

School

MAGIC
MIRROR

BEAUTY
SALON

Located in Jenkins
Office Bldg.
beside City Hall


