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t every campaign
debate, the mere
mention of “Oba-

macare” has caused Re-
publican presidential hope-
fuls to morph into pro-
wrestlers — pounding the
mat in feigned pain, wail-
ing about its mandate that
all Americans must have
health insurance.

Mitt Romney and Rick
Santorum and Newt
Gingrich and Ron Paul —
and all the others who’ve
been tossed from the ring
— grappled and clamored
to be the first to denounce
President Barack Obama’s
mandate as “liberal.” Also
“socialist.”

And in their zeal to
mold your minds, the
Grand Old Party’s
Obama- denouncers seem
to have won. As the U.S.
Supreme Court prepares
to hear arguments next

week on Obamacare’s con-
stitutionality, a new poll
shows most Americans
want the Court to invali-
date the program — or at
least its mandate. The
numbers are not close. The
Washington Post/ABC News
survey showed 42 percent
want the whole law de-
clared unconstitutional —
and another 25 percent
want at least its insurance
mandate invalidated.

What Republicans and
their think-tank idea-feed-
ers hope you don’t remem-
ber — or haven’t learned
from the news media — is
that Obamacare’s mandate

grew from roots that were
neither liberal nor socialist
— but market-based and
conservative. One of the
early advocates of a mar-
ket-based mandated health
insurance for all was the
conservative Heritage
Foundation. And its earli-
est champions included
not just Romney, whose
Massachusetts plan had
just such an insurance
mandate, but also conser-

vative Republicanism’s
self-proclaimed thinker of
big thoughts, former
House Speaker Gingrich.

In 1993, when he was
still hatching his master
plan that won him a speak-
ership, Gingrich appeared
on NBC’s “Meet the Press”
and said: “I am for people,
individuals — exactly like
automobile insurance — in-
dividuals having health in-
surance and being re-

quired to have health in-
surance. And I am pre-
pared to vote for a vouch-
er system which will give
individuals, on a sliding
scale, a government sub-
sidy so we ensure that
everyone as individuals
have health insurance.”

Remember that was
during the Clinton years,
when liberals were push-
ing for a single-payer, gov-
ernment-run national
health insurance plan.
Gingrich was advocating a
market-based alternative.
Heritage’s think-tank ex-
perts praised Romney’s
Massachusetts plan and ad-
vocated “organizing a
state’s insurance markets
around a central clearing-
house,” as Heritage fellow
Edmund Haislmaier wrote
in 2006.

But Heritage Founda-
tion officials and experts

note that Obama signifi-
cantly expanded that con-
cept to include a strong
federal role in regulating
the mandate and insurance
exchanges. Indeed, Her-
itage president Ed Feulner
issued a quick and strong
rejection of Obama’s com-
ments in a 2010 interview
when he said his adminis-
tration’s health-care pro-
gram was similar to
Romney’s Massachusetts
plan, and, “a lot of the
ideas in terms of the ex-
change, just being able to
pool and improve the pur-
chasing power of individu-
als in the insurance mar-
ket, that originated from
the Heritage Foundation.”

Heritage’s Feulner re-
sponded: “We take great
exception to this misuse of
our work and abuse of our
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The annual ExCEL Award
process identifies and honors in-
novative, enthusiastic teachers
who are making a difference in
education. The award and tak-
ing some time to celebrate the
winners’ success has become tra-
dition in this region.

ExCEL, which is sponsored
by WHAS-TV, LG&E and Ken-
tucky Utilities, stands for
Excellence in Classroom and
Educational Leadership. Recent-
ly, a teacher from each of three
local school districts was hon-
ored with the award.

■ For Hardin County
Schools, Mark Roberts, a sev-
enth-grade teacher at James T.
Alton Middle School, was
named a 2012 ExCEL Award
winner.

Roberts, 29, teaches language
arts and coaches volleyball and
football.

He described his teaching ap-
proach as “whatever it takes”
and said he strives to build a
personal relationship with each
of his students, knowing every
child has their own needs.

■ For Elizabethtown Inde-
pendent Schools, Morningside
Elementary School’s Wesley
Rogers, a second-grade teacher,
earned the award.

Rogers said she was hesitant
to seek the award, but con-
vinced to accept the nomination
when someone told her it was
an opportunity to reflect on her
skills.

“As a teacher, you need to
grow,” she said.

Rogers has been teaching for
six years, all at Morningside.

■ Abraham Lincoln Elemen-
tary School in LaRue County
Schools celebrates that district’s
ExCEL Award winner, Heather
Cline, at a ceremony today at
the school.

Starting her career in 1997,
Cline also taught at Magnolia
Elementary School and in
Hancock and Hardin counties.

Known for her work as a
writing and reading cadre
leader, Cline has supervised sev-
eral student teachers, served on
a site-based decision-making
council and is a candidate for
National Board Certification.

Each of these ExCEL Award
winners embodies motivated,
creative, assertive education in
their classrooms and beyond.
They’ve set a benchmark for
others in the profession. 

As two of the three still are at
relatively early stages in their ca-
reers, these professionals show
it’s not just experience that en-
ables a teacher to be effective.
All are reaching their students
on a personal level because of
their attitude, passion and tech-
niques.

They are worth their districts’
cheers and much more.

We hope their success and
celebrations in their honor will
serve to further enthuse their
students and their fellow teach-

Honorees set
pace in education

Obamacare’s conservative roots
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“I am for people, individuals — exactly like
automobile insurance — individuals having
health insurance and being required to have
health insurance. And I am prepared to vote
for a voucher system which will give 
individuals, on a sliding scale, a government
subsidy so we ensure that everyone as 
individuals have health insurance.”

Newt Gingrich, 1993

The views below are not intended to reflect the views of the editorial board of The News-Enterprise.

Leave measles in Europe

I N OT H E R V I E W S

Only those over a certain
age remember the fear caused
by infantile paralysis, as polio
was then known, or youngsters
being whisked off to isolation
wards and their families being
quarantined in their homes.

Vaccinations worked, per-
haps too well. The public here
and in the United Kingdom be-
came complacent as well as
gullible. Then, in 1998, the
British medical journal Lancet
printed a supposed scientific
paper linking autism to the
common vaccinations for
measles, mumps and rubella.

In the United States, accord-
ing to USA Today, vaccinations
eliminated the routine spread
of measles, a disease that once
killed 3,000 to 5,000
Americans each year.

The Lancet paper was re-
tracted in 2010 because the

principal author, Andrew
Wakefield, had faked the re-
search, an offense that got him
barred from practicing medi-
cine.

But thanks to “herd immuni-
ty” — the relatively few children
whose parents did not have
them vaccinated were vastly
outnumbered, on the order of
95 percent, by those whose
parents did — the disease did
not spread.

But the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention is worried about the
numbers of unvaccinated
Americans journeying to
Europe this summer going to
the Olympics in London and
the Euro soccer cup games in
Poland and Ukraine.

The CDC said England and
Wales had 1,086 cases of
measles last year and that

Ukraine is “experiencing a
huge outbreak.”

Ever so slowly, cases of
measles picked up by unvacci-
nated Americans are seeping
back into the country. “We usu-
ally have about 50 cases a year,
but last year we had a record
number of importations” — at
least 214 — CDC measles spe-
cialist Greg Wallace told USA
Today.

The CDC is urging
Americans to make sure their —
and their children’s — immu-
nization records are up to date.
Public-health officials have
worked patiently to eliminate
or severely curtail smallpox,
polio, diphtheria, meningitis
and measles.

No civilized country wants
to see their return.

— Scripps Howard
News Service


