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7.4 earthquake shakes Mexico 
Hundreds of 

homes damages 
By KATHERINE 

CORCORAN 
TIl< A<SDci..Il.d I'r=o 

MEXICO CITY - A 
strong 7.4-magnitude 
earthquake hit southern 
Mexico on Tuesday, dam
aging some 800 homes 
ncar the epicenter, sway
ing tall buildings and 
spreading fear and panic 
hundreds of miles away in 
the capital of Mexico City. 

way damage and they re
sumed operations. 

Samantha Rodriguez, a 
37-year old environmental 
consultant, was evacuated 
from the 11 th floor on the 
Angel Tower office build
ing. 

~ I thought it was going 
to pass rapidly but the 
walls began to thunder and 
we decided to get out," she 
said. 

the southern slale of 
Oaxaca in 1999. 

In Huajuapan, Guer
rero, near the epicenter, 
hotel manager Marco An
tonio Estrada also report ... -d 
shaken-up guests but no 
major damage. He said it 
was the longesl and 
strongest he ever felt. 
People ran out of thei r 
homes and cars. 

"It was vcry strong, but 
we didn 't see anything 
fall,~ said Inn .. Orti7~ who 
runs a gucslhousc in 
Oaxaca. She said their 
telephones are down and 
that the quake shook them 
side-la-side. 

One of the strongest to 
shake Mexico since tlle 
deadly 1985 temblor that 
killed thousands in Mexico 
City, Tuesday's earthquake 
hit hardest in border areas 
of southern Oaxaca and 
Guerrero states, where 
Guerrero official con
finned some 800 homes 
had been damaged, with 
another 60 having col
lapsed. 

AlU..lHDfI£ MEN""""""", ........... "..... 

Mexico City, built on a 
lakebed, was badly danl
aged in 1985 when an R.O 
earthquake killed at least 
10,000 people. In past 
years, Guerrero has suf
fered several severe earth· 
quakes, including a 7.9 in 
1957 whi~h killed an esti
mated 68 people, and a 7.4 
in 1995 which left three 
dead. 

The U.S. Gcological 
Survey set the preliminary 
magnitude of the first 
quake at 7.01 and said the 
epicenter was II miles un
derground. The survey set 
the aftcrMlock at 5.L 

A firefighter leens qalnst the roof of a damqed mlnl-bus Tuesda~ while standing on a beam 
that 1&11 from a bridge onto the bu. during an earthquake In Mexico City. 

Tuesday's quake was 
the strongest shaking felt in 
the capital si n~e a magni
tude-6.5 earthquake struck 
also in Guerrero in Dec
ember. Officials said at 
least three people died in 
Guerrero, but there were 
no reports of widespread 
damage. 

Hours after the shaking 
at noon local time, there 
were still no reports of 
death or serious injury, 
even after a less powerf\ll, 
magnitude-5. l aftershock 
was felt in the capital and 
several other aftershocks 
near the epicenter in a 
mountainous rural region. 

~ It was very strong, 
very substantial , ~ ~id 

Campos Benitez, hospital 
director in Ometepec, 
about 15 miles from the 
epicenter. 

Guerrero Gov. Angel 
Aguirre, who is from Om
etepcc, was headed there 
to survey the damage and 
ordered emergency crews 
and civil protection to the 
area to help with the dam-

age. The state did not say 
how many were displaced. 

In Mexico City, fright. 
ened workers and resi · 
dents poured into the 
streets of the capital. 
Telephone service was 
down in the city and 
throughout the area where 
the quake was felt and 
some neighborhoods were 
without power, according 
to Mexico City Mayor 

Mar~elo Ebrard, who set 
up a hotline for pCQple to 
repol1 damage. 

A pedestrian bridge col
lapsed on an empty transit 
bus. 

About 40 passengers 
were stranded for a shol1 
time on the Mexico City 
airpol1 air train, b\lt later 
released. The airport 
closed for a time but offi
cials said there was no run-

A magnitude-8.0 quake 
near Manzanillo on Mexi
co's central Pacific coast 
killed 51 people in 1995 
and a magintude-7.5 quake 
killed at least :.w people in 

U.S. President Barack 
Obama's oldest daughter, 
Malia, was reported safe 
while on vacation with a 
school group in Oaxaca. 

Groups of women hug
ged and cried at Mexico 
City's Angel of Indepen
dence monument, where 
hundreds of people evacu
ated from office buildings 
said they never had felt 
such a strong earthquake. 

Attacks kill 46 across Iraq 
ahead of Arab summit 

By LARA JAKES 
The Aooocialed F\-eoa 

BAGHDAD - Insur
gents plotting to derail 
next week's Arab League 
meeting in Baghdad un
leashed bloody attacks 
across Iraq on Tuesday, 
killing 46 people. The gov
ernment vowed not to be 
scared off from hosting the 
sunlmit ~ the first in the 
country in a generation 
and a chance to prove it is 
moving toward nonnalcy 
after years of WaI". 

Bombs struck Shiite pi l
grinu in the holy city of 
Karbala, set cars on fire in 
Kirkuk and targeted sec\l
rity forces and government 
officials in Baghdad and 
surrounding cities. Iraqis 
out shopping or eating at 
restauranl.'l on the blight, 
spring day fell victim to the 
onslaught: More than 200 
people were wounded in 
fewer than six hours. 

~Do7.ens of cars were on 
fire," said a panicked 
Saman Majid, who had 
just arrived at his job at a 
police station in Kirkuk, 
180 miles north of Bagh
dad, when a car in the 
parking lot exploded. 

Thirteen people, most 
of them police officers, 
were killed and 59 injured 
in that attack alone, said 
Brig. Gen. Sarhad Qadir. 

~ It was a scene from 
hell, where there is only a 
huge fire and dead people 
and nothing else,~ Majid 
said. 

The atla~ks were not en
tirely unexpected: Covem
ment and security officials 
have warned for weeks 
that al-Qaida and Sunni 

sympathizers would try to 
thwart the League summit 
by sowing fear about Bagh
dad's stability. Plans for the 
capital 10 hosl the meeting 
last year were postponed, 
in part because of concerns 
about sec\lrity. 

Despite numerous road
blocks, checkpoin l!i and 
other security meas\lres 
ringing Baghdad, Tues
day's violence showed 
how easiX the militants 
penetrate the sensitive 
heart of the capital. A 
bomb exploded near the 
Foreign Ministry and of
fices for SC(;urity directors 
overseeing the sum mit. 
Another blew up outside 
the Green Zone shortly af
ter dawn, il!i blast shaking 
windows in buildings 
across the Tigris River. 

The Iraqi wing of al
Qaida said il was behind 
the bombing outside the 
Foreign Ministry. ~Dcath is 
approaching you, when 
you least expect it, ~ the 
Islamic state ofiraq, a local 
front group for af-Qaida, 
taunted in a statement 
posted Tuesday afternoon 
011 a militant website. 

Tbe Shiite-led govern
ment staunchly stood by its 
$400 million plans to host 
the summit, which leaders 
have called a crucial step 
for Iraq to showcase its im
proved stability following 
the sectarian fighting a few 
years ago thaI almost 
pulled the country into civ
il war. 

~Such cowardly acts will 
not deter the national gov
ernment and the leader
ship of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs for the 5\1C

cess of the Arab swumit in 

Baghdad to receive the 
gueslli and lcader1 who arc 
invited," Foreign Minister 
Hoshyar Zebari said in a 
statement. The altack out
side his headquarters killed 
three passers-by, he said. 

~\" e condemn this ter
rorist act and those politi
cally frustrated terrorisl.'l 
who did if: Zebari said. 

In all, eight cities were 
hit Tuesday in what ap· 
peared to be coordinated 
attacks, mostly against 
Shiite pilgrims and police 
and government officials. 
They served as a gloomy 
reminder of the violence 
that has _ caked chaos 
across Iraq sin~e the U.S. 
invasion exactly nine years 
..,,~. 

Next week's Arab 
League swumjt is the first 
to be held in Baghdad 
si n~e March WOO - less 
than five months before 
Saddam Hussein invaded 
KuwaiL Sanctions. includ
ing a no-fly lOne over Iraq, 
and two wars made Hagh
dad an impossible site for 
the gathering until recent
ly. 

There were no immedi
ate reports from the 
League's 22 member na
tions that the meeting 
would be postponed, as 
happened last yeal". Arab 
League Secretary-General 
Nabil Elaraby strongly 
condemned the attacks in a 
statement and urged Iraqi 
officials to ~deal with these 
crimes." 

And more attacks Illay 
be on the way. A senior 
Iraqi military intelligence 
official said confessions 
from recently captured in
surgents indicate thaI al-

The practice of David Zoeller, MD 
welcomes Brittany Young, APRN 

-now accepting new patients 
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Qaida may have used only 
40 percent of the arsenal of 
violence it has stowed up 
for the summiL 
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