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Funeral arrangements have been set for 6-
year-old Charlie Semones, who died Saturday 
after an SUV struck him as he rode his bike on 
Excel Court.

Visitation for Charlie is 
4-8 p.m. Tuesday at Harrod 
Brothers Funeral Home. 
Funeral services will follow 
Wednesday at 1 p.m.

“It’s such a sad situation 
– words can’t convey how 
hard it is to lose a child,” 
Franklin County Public 
Schools Superintendent 
Harrie Buecker said this 
morning.

“Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the family 
and how sad we are about 
it, and we’ll do whatever we 
can to help them and help 
our kids.”

Buecker said the district’s 
crisis team was in place this 
morning at the Early Learning Village, where 
Charlie was a kindergartener. Members of the 
team will be available to counsel any students, 
faculty or staff who need it.

Charlie was the son of David Estill and Mi-
chelle Price Semones. He leaves behind three 
brothers, Andrew, David and Jacob.

Franklin County High School posted a mes-
sage on its Facebook page Sunday expressing 
sympathy to Charlie’s brother, Jacob, who was 
a student there.

“We hold Jacob and his family close in our 
thoughts and prayers,” it said.

The tragedy could turn into a lesson on 
safety for Franklin County kids, Buecker said. 
When three FCHS students died in a car acci-
dent last year, she addressed the student body 
about safe driving.

“It would probably be incorporated in a 
much simpler way with them (the young stu-
dents),” Buecker said. 

“It could mean talking to them about stay-
ing safe while they are on their bikes, look-
ing both ways when they cross the street, and 
those kinds of things.”

Since April 2007, 35 pedestrians and near-
ly 20 bicyclists have been injured and one has 
died after being hit by a vehicle in Frankfort, 
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WEEKLY POLL: Revitalization aid
Which location is the better candidate for revitalization assistance, 
Bellepoint or the Old Y?   Bellepoint, 75%  Old Y, 24%
Total votes: 55
Vote on state-journal.com or mark Bellepoint q  Old Y q
and return
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A tattered American flag flies over a vehicle where two young 
girls, ages 5 and 7, and their father were found dead after a 
severe thunderstorm spawned a massive tornado at Hideaway 
Mobile Home Villa in Woodward, okla., shortly after midnight 
Sunday.
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K
aren Waldrop may 
be schooled in catch-
ing bears, identifying 
poisonous snakes and 

taking blood samples from elk 
calves, but she insists her job as 
the state’s wildlife director isn’t 
as “glamorous” as people may 
think.

“I am in meetings 90 percent 
of the time,” Karen said in her 
office last week as she rolled her 
eyes. 

But after hearing the 39-year-
old talk about her recent work 
with bear cubs, her close call 
with a rattlesnake and her din-
ners of squirrel and venison, it’s 
clear Karen’s life and line of work 
are anything but boring.  

“I love it,” Karen says of her 
position as Wildlife Division 
director with the Kentucky De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources. “It’s my niche.”

Karen’s been with the depart-
ment for about seven years, but 
her passion for wildlife began as 
a kid growing up in north-cen-
tral Florida.  

Admitting she has a particu-
lar fondness for reptiles and am-
phibians, Karen said her love of 
things slimy and scaly tortured 
her mom.

“I’d be out on the river or 
something, and I’d see a snake 
and go, ‘Oh, I want to catch it!” 
she said. 

Karen recalled one time when 
she caught a snake and forgot to 
tell her mother.

“It was in a Bionic Woman 
cup,” she said, laughing. “I for-
got I had the snake in there. My 
mom’s going through all my 
gear, washing stuff … and I hear 
her scream.”

“It was a little rough green 
snake, it wouldn’t have hurt any-
body,” she adds, with a sheepish 
grin.

Karen said she always knew 
she wanted to work with ani-
mals, but she also had an inter-
est in biology and identifying 
things. It wasn’t until she took a 
class in wildlife conservation at 
Florida State University, where 
she was studying biology, that 
she learned she could make a 
career out of her two main inter-
ests.

 “The professor said there 
were universities where you can 
go and study and get a major in 
wildlife biology … so I asked my 
professor where, and he men-
tioned University of Georgia.”

So, she packed up and trans-
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WOODWARD, Okla. (AP) 
– When a tornado shrouded 
in darkness and wrapped in 
rain dropped quickly from 
the sky above this north-
west Oklahoma town, many 
residents relied on television 
weathermen to warn them 
of impending devastation. 
Others learned of the mon-
ster twister from neighbors 

or calls from frantic rela-
tives.

One backup they couldn’t 
count on was the town’s 
20 outdoor tornado sirens, 
which were knocked out 
when lightning struck a tow-
er used to activate the warn-
ing system.

The storms, which caused 
multiple outbreaks of severe 
weather most of Sunday 
from Kansas to Minnesota, 
were part of an exceptionally 

strong system tracked by the 
National Weather Service’s 
Storm Prediction Center in 
Norman, Okla., which spe-
cializes in tornado forecast-
ing. The center took the un-
usual step of warning peo-
ple more than 24 hours in 
advance of a possible “high-
end, life-threatening event.”

In the end, only the Wood-
ward tornado proved fatal. 
While it’s unknown wheth-
er the disabled sirens con-

tributed to the toll in Wood-
ward, residents and officials 
in hard-hit areas of Kansas, 
Iowa and elsewhere credit-
ed days of urgent warnings 
from forecasters for saving 
lives.

“We can’t do this with 
every event,” said the pre-
diction center’s Ken Miller, 
noting that many storm sys-
tems are not as easy to pre-
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karen Waldrop, wildlife director for the kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, holds elvis 
the kingsnake at the Salato Wildlife education Center. 

ferred to UGA.
There she earned a bache-

lor’s in biology and a master’s 
in wildlife biology. After earn-
ing her Ph.D. at Clemson Uni-
versity and doing research at 
the University of Kentucky, she 
started working for the Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources in 2005 as a research 
coordinator. 

It was then Karen got in-
volved with what she said was 
her favorite project, working 
with elk herds in Eastern Ken-
tucky. Karen and other re-
searchers gathered blood sam-
ples and put radio collars on elk 
calves as part of a project mon-
itoring the state’s elk popula-
tion.   

Karen also spent time work-

ing with snakes. While walking 
past the tanks at Salato Wildlife 
Education Center where they 
keep the poisonous snakes, she 
recalled one morning on a job 
in eastern Kentucky where she 
had a close encounter with a 
rattlesnake.

“I thought I had stepped on 
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